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Foreigners not allowed to open 
certain types of businesses 
TWtNTY IYJM'S of busmess~"S ha'e 
~n songlro our by Kuala lumpur 
Cll)' Hall !DBKLl As b<-mg ofT limrls 
10 forergner; m tl1e nauon·, capital. 

The ruling. which came tnto 
effect on july 20. prolubn,; fOrelgl\ 
nauonals from applymg for a 
licence 10 open a hypermarl<et 
supermarket, nuni man, sundry 
<hop, 24-hour converuence store, 
petrol stauon and laundry <Prvice 
(refer to gapluc for the full ~tl. 

However, Kuala Lumpur mayor 
Datuk Nor lllsham Ahmad Dahlan 
said the ru1mg wa~ only for new 
appllcauons 

"'The ban also mclud~"S foretgn 
pannerslup,. 

"Previously. we allowed fore1gn 
pannersh1ps, such as husband and 
•wife where one spouse tS a for
etgner But this will no longer be 
emertamed." 

Nor Ill sham sa•d Kuala Lumpur 
w;:rs flooded "''th forergn busmess 
operators and the suuauon had 
reached an uncontrollable pomr 
which unparted local busmes<l'S 
and gave the tll)' a bad name 

The mayor, however, reiterated 
that those already operatmg such 
busmesses would not be affected 
by the tulu1g 

There are rwo !ype» or licences, a 
prenuses licence and a bu,tness 
licence which are governed by the 
Llcensmg of Trades. Bu,messes 
and lndusmes (Federal Temtory of 
Kuala Lumpur) By-Jaw, 2016 
(UUI<20) and Llcerumg of Hawkers 
and Food Placement (Federal 
Temrory of Kuala Lumpur) 
By-laws 2016 (UUJ<22) 

"Under UUK22. the bu<mess 
licencP category. local traders are 
not allowed to lure a foreign helper 

Nor Hisham says the ban also 
includes foreign partnersho~. 

to run or manage their stall and 
thtS mcludes husband-and-wife 
pan.nershi~ where one spouse 1s a 
forergner." Nor Htsham saul 

The rule extends to hawken and 
traden operatmg m markets, food 
courts. night markers and road~1de 
~taUs. 

•But under UUK20 or the p~nu.~ 
es licence caregory. a (orergner IS 
allowed to do business and lure a 
foretgn helper as long as the work· 
er has a valid pemut from liiUl1i 
granon and the busm~ os regts
rered wrth Comparue< Comm1~<Jon 
of Malaysia (SSM)." he explatned. 

"Premises hcence holder:; are 
those runnmg busine<<e< m shop
lots, depanmem srores and shop
pmg cenrres. 

"However, the rule still app!Jes 
to the 20 !)'peS of bu<messes that 
DBKl has barred any form orfor
eJgJ\ paruopanon. 

"And 11 goes wtthout sayrng that 
any form of sub-lemng. 
renung or sale of licence to 
lo~'ll'ers IS prolubued." he added. 

The mayor said the ctl)' had been 

grnppllng w 1th tlte 1~ue olroo . 
many forergners w•thoul pemuts 
and sreppmg up enforcement was 
takmg a toll on the c1ty's resourtes. 

"A !01 of lhmgs .1re beyond 
our powers. 

"for example, we don't have the 
authority to arn.~l illegal forergn 
workers and the illegal fore1gn 
workers know thiS and thai IS why 
they keep commg back 10 the same 
place of bu.smess agam and agam." 
Nor Htsham sa1d 

·some are so bold that they tear 
up DBI<l.'s seal and connnue bu<r· 
ness as if nothU\g has happened." 
he <aid 

The mayor sa1d blacklisro>d trad 
ers would reapply for a licence 
usmg a new company name which 
made u hMd for DBKL to trace. 

"We keep sPlZtng theJ.r goods and 
m return. we get a bad name, espe
cially from humanuanan groups 
who think I hat we are bemg harsh 
and crurlroward~ th•m even 
though they are abutmg the law." 
he s.11d 

•J have met some of these 
humanuanan groups and 
explamed to rhem the problems we 
a~ facmg and som~ under<tood 
the ISSUe< 

·sur clearly, we need employer.; 
ro take re,ponsJbolll)' for the people 
they lure, espectally tho.e who 
come h•re to work tn one sector 
but end up domg wmethmg else 
illegaUy. 

"And we need all government 
agencoes - 081<1. Immigration. the 
Nauonal Regrstrauon Department 
SSM -10 be accountable. other
Wil>e local governments like DBKl 
and til)' folk will conunue 10 suffer 
and that is not good for busmess. • 

These bicycles were confoscated as the operator was obstructing public parkong bays and did 
not get permissoon from DBKL 

could ba\-e ~n pur to be-tter~ 
hrish.able goods such as vegera 

1*$. frulls. meat and fish. wluch 
are not claimed w1thln 24 hour; by 
locals and foretgners. are 
dtstroyed. 

O!her Items seiZed from local 
traden. which are not claunrd 
within 30 ~ are aucnoned olf 
or sold as .scrap metal 

"'I'M owners will be gwen three 
chances to claim theJ.r uerns back; 
the first notice 11 for seven days. 
th~ second no!lce 11 da}'l and the 
third and lln.al notice Is 30 days 

•After the aplry of the 30-day 
notice a spedal commmee w1U vet 
the Items and decide on the auc· 
don proctsS. which 15 usually car· 
ned out three to four limes a 
year • he said 

He lidded that the total amounr 
lUCtioned off was RMS70,000 In 
2019 RMS 5mllln 20t81nd 
RM2.6mllln 2017, but the Crgure 
included O!her good.~ and not JUSl 
confucared Items. 

Due to the CoVJd-19 pandenuc, 
the Ol)' has nor been able to carry 
our aucnons this year 

What's in storage 
Dned turrup remnant' on a 

wooden chopping board on a 
mobJ.Ie food staJI indicates th.orus 
owner probably had to abandon 
lu> or her busmess hastily 

The vendor was likely preparing 
roJak when DBKL enforcement 
officers r.uded the area where the 
Mall was 

The 1ce shaver left at the sraU 
wu one of hundr .. d at the .rorage 
facilil)'. 

llems ranged from renJnl cans 
and burger 5talls to spemn. r~ 
dtng boxes, ray cars and car wash 
equopment thai were either aban· 
doned or serzed d\Uli\g ra.ids (rom 
all over the cry this y~. 

When StarMnro visited the 
store ret ently there was a foul 
mell of r011mg fish m the ail' bur 

the compulsory weanng of face 
rnask.s made It bearable. 

Zulhaman exp~'IU\ed that the 
stench was from fish ~!Zed from 
illegal foreign traders operatmg at 
marl<rts. 

According to lum, forergn and 
local trade!"' were aJlowed to take 
away peri~hable ttems dunng 
ra1ds but someumt>s they do nor 
want them and so DBKI. must 
remove the goods as they could 
not be left at the sue to rot. 

Once taken to the storage facili
ty. the perishable Items will be 
handed to waste company Alam 
nora to be d1'J)O$ed of m a sam
rary miii1Iler. 

l.ocal a-aden are allowed to col
le..t their confiscated items from the 
storugr faC1hl)' from Bam to 4.JOpm 
(e~ery day including Sarlll'd.ly, 
Sunday and puhlk holidays). 

The compound rare 1.1 RM300 
while the $l0nng fee ts AAilS lfor 
seven days) and a tier seven days. 
1t Is SOsen a day 
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20 businesses foreigners are barred 
from operating in Kuala Lumpur 
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Enforcement 
officers 
unloading 
seozed 1tems 
from a 
vehic.le at 
the storage 
facihty in 
Cheras. 


