
While DBKL wants the public to embrace its near-RM4mil book kiosk initiative, 
the project's feasibility is in the balance due to vandalism and indifference 
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Mohd Fadzil (right) and Emilea at the book kiosk set up at the 
Menara 3 DBKL bus stop on Jalan Raja Abdullah in Kuala Lumpur. 
- Photos: LOW BOON TAT/The Star . ,;l. 
Doors smashed and 
power cables pulled 
out at some kiosks 
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"We aimed to set up 65 kiosks of 
various sizes in 19 locations and I 
am proud to say that on Aug 26, we 
managed to surrender the last 
kiosk" 

The project was divided mto 
three phases. with the first phase 
kicking off last December and the 
third phase seeing completion last 
month. 

Thirty architects from the 
deparcment were given specific 
locations to design the kiosks. 

"We decided to go for areas that 
had the most foot traffic and were 
popular with tourists," Mohd Fadzil 
said. 

"Out of all the designs, we short­
listed eight that we felt were suita· 
ble for our location and climate, 
and set them in place," he said. 

DBKL's book committee identi­
fied 19 locations for the project and 
these were mostly the city's 
Heritage Trails as well as the River 
of Life (RoLl areas, including 
Taman Tasik Titiwangsa, Taman 
Botani Perdana, selected DBKL 
buildings. Kampung Baru, Olow 
Kit and Bukit Bintang. 

The kiosks were then set up at 
Dataran DBKL. ]alan Ampang. 
Tiong Nam, Jalan Tuanku Abdul 
Rahman. Jalan Bunus 6, ]alan 
Masjid India, Jalan Munshi 
Abdullah, Masjid Jamek, Sultan 
Abdul Samad building. ]alan 
Ampang. Jalan Petaling. ]alan 
Panggung. MRT Pasar Seni. 
Dataran Medan Pasar, Jalan 
Cenderasari and Jalan Sultan 
Hishamuddin. 

The biggest kiosk, measuring 2m 
in height and 1.8m in length. was 
put up in Taman Tasik Titiwangsa. 

"The challenge was to make it 
durable while minimising the cost 
and of course, it had to be aestheti­
cally pleasing." he said, adding that 
the overall cost for the project was 
RM4mil but the team managed to 
complete it below the target. 

Each kiosk comes with signage 
and lighting. 

Those interested to donate books 
can drop them off at the Kuala 
Lwnpur Library and DBKL Tower 
3 on Jalan Raja Abdullah in the 
book drop-off bin. 

Struck by vandals 
Barely a few days after the first 

kiosk was set up in May, it became 
the target of vandals. 

• Heritage Trail1 
• Heritage Trail 2 
• Heritage Trail 3 
• Heritage Trail 5 
• Heritage Trail 6 
• Heritage Trail 7 
• Heritage Trail 8 

• River of Life Precint 7 
• River of Life areas 

• Taman Tasik Titiwangsa 
• Menara DBKL 1.2 & 3 
• Lorang Bandar 
• Bukit Bintang 
• Kampung Baru 
• Chow Kit 
• Taman Botani 

rneSttwgraphics 

A repurposed fridge that was 
turned into a book kiosk on Jalan 
Tuanku Abdul Rahman caught the 
attention of children in the area. 

It did not take long for the door 
to be broken. The books, too, were 
gone. 

Several children were seen play­
ing with the door handle and a 
video on the incident revealed a 
child hiding inside the kiosk as 
seemingly part of a game. 

Meanwhile, the book kiosk at 
Medan Tuanku has become a cup­
board for a homeless man. 

The books are nowhere in sight 
and the kiosk is being used to store 
his clothes, shoes and other person­
al belongings. 

In Taman Tasik Titwangsa, the 
book ldosk was vandalised with 
the hashtag sign removed and 
power cables ripped out. 

In areas like Bukit Bintang and 
Karnpung Baru, the kiosks' acrylic 
doors were smashed and power 
cables also pulled out. 

In addition, vandals have scrib­
bled on the kiosks. 

Over at Menara Wawasan DBKL 
3, the kiosk which is part of a bus 
stop, is being used by the public to 
park their motorcycles. 

"It is quite disappointing to see 
something so beautiful being 
destroyed. • said DBKL architect 
Emllea Norzarina Tajodin. 

"Some of the book kiosks were 
Installed one or twO days before 

One of the DBKL book kiosks that was vandalised not long after b · 
installed. (Right) This kio~k in _Me~an Tuanku has been claimed by emg 
a homeless person, who 1s usmg 1t store his personal belongings. 

and they have already been van­
dalised. 

"We are monitoring the kiosk 
but we had hoped that the public 
would take charge of the kiosks 
and care for them." 

. City folk are appalled at the con­
dition of the newly installed book 
kiosks and the vandalism commit­
red against it. 

"The concept of having books for 
everyone to read is good but it 
seems that the book kiosks were 
built at the wrong time. 

"Many Malaysians are still 
unable to appreciate this free ser­
VIce and use it wisely," said Chi 
Zhau Han, a student from 
Segambut. 

''It~ shocking to see this type of 
behaVIour. especially in this time 
and age when people are supposed 
to be more enlightened," srud 
Veena Shastri. a medical student 
from Cheras. 

. A Cl'ndol stall owner in Bukit 
Bmtang. who goes by the name Ah 

Boo, was happy to see a book kiosk 
near his stall. 

"lt _was very nice to see people 
stoppmg by, taking a book and sit­
tmg down to read. 

"But last week, I noticed that the 
books were gone and someone had 
pulled out the wiring for the lights 
and broken the acrylic door. 

"l was so disappointed and 
angry over the selfish act of some 
people," he said. 

DBKL ~as given the project until 
ne;ct April to gauge its Viability. 

. 'We cannot keep repairing the 
kios~ and spending money unnec­
essarily," said Emilea 

"So we hope the co~uruty 
sooner rather than later, will · 
accept the book kiosks as an asset 
be:ongmg to the city. 

Ho": the public cares for it will 
determtne whether DBKI.. will 
mamtam and keep the kiosks 

"We hope it will become a per­
manent and memorable fixture in 
the city." she added. 


