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50-YEAR WAIT b

KG BARU FOLK
ANXIOUS ABOUT
OFFER AFTE

CHANGE

They have yet to
receive an answer
from the new govt
on the status of the
redevelopment plan
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FTER 50
years of
waiting to
cash in on
their land, Kampung
Baru folk believed it

was finally becoming a
reality when the then f

t made an Datuk Zulkurnain

announcement five FHassan
months

The tah‘:;l government had
made not one but two offers for
their land, riddled with caveats
and small estate ownership dis-

For them, watching the col
lapse of the Pakatan Harapan fed-
eral government, resignation of
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad as
prime minister and the swearing-
in of Prime Minister Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin was like a wak-
ing dream.

Some clutched their hearts as
they recited Quranic verses, pray-
ing for courage and
serenity to face uncer-
tain days ahead.

Kampung Baru De-
velopment Corp (KB-
DC) chief executive
officer Datuk Zulkur-
nain Hassan says
he receives 15 phone
calls, text messages
and visits a day from
worried landowners
since the beginning of
the political impasse.

He says calls from
landowners have
jammed the corpora-
tion’s phones line and many of
them have streamed into the of-
fice to ask “jadi tak?” (will it still
happen?) as they want to know
whether the redevelopment pro-
ject would continue.

Landowner Shahrom Mohd
‘Harun, 74, urged the prime min-
isterto issue a statement on Kam-
pung Baru scon to quell their
fears and cease the intrigue.

“Everybody is stressed. We want
to know what's happening now.

*“Someone with authority should
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Kampung Baru in Kuala Lumpur. The government (s urged to update landowners on the type of

groundwork that will be done on the massive redevelopment project involving 80ha in the enclave, 1.k P

announce what the government is
going to do. They (the authorities)
have been silent for the past two to
three weeks,” said Shahrom, a
committee member of the Asso-
ciation of Owners and Beneficia-
ries of Kampung Baru Land.

He says it is imperative for the
government to update landown-
ers on the type of
groundwork that will
be done on the mas-
sive redevelopment
project involving a
80ha plot of land in
the enclave.

Almost 80 per cent
of land in this ear-
marked area is pri-
vately-owned.

Shahrom says for-
mer federal territories
minister Khalid Abdul
Samad had set June as
the deadline for the
ministry to gain a referendum
from landowners to decide
whether the project will be re-
tained or dropped.

The ministry had targeted for
sale and purchase agreements to
be inked by September.

Shahrom says everything is up
in the air now.

He reminds the government
that most landowners in Kam-

pung Baru are “old people” de-
scended from Kuala Lumpur’s pi-
oneers and they should not be
treated this way.

“These people are second- to
fourth-generation Kampung
Baru settlers. (The government)
got them all excited about rede-
velopment, but then (the govern-
ment) is being quiet.
Does it even care
about what happens
next?”

He says promises
made by the govern-
ment should be kept
and urges for redevel-
opment plans to pro-
ceed,

He says the govern-
ment should make a
final decision on
Kampung Baru’s re-
development based
on the needs of the
people and the decision should
not be influenced by politics.

“Landowners have been in-
formed about this redevelo
ment plan even before the 14th
General Election in 2018, We were
asked ro hold on 1o our land by
ministers and other Bovernment
agencies. They said our land
would only increase in value,”

Shahrom says when PH ‘took

over the federal government and
decided to accelerate the Kam-
pung Baru redevelopment plan,
the then opposition claimed it
could do a better job.

“Now it's time to make good on
lhos‘e promises,” he says, while
reminding the government not t«
turn its back on Kampung Baru.

He says most landowners
would understand if the plan
needed to “tweaked" or scaled
down due to the challenging eco
nomic situation. 4

But Shahrom did not mince his
words when he described the
rights of Kampung Baru folk and
how much they know about whal
isgoingon. |

“It works both ways, If (the gov
ernment) says no (to redevelop-
ment), then we can also say no to
them. We won't take It lying
down. We are not getting an
younger. Things have changed
and technology has allowed peo
ple to speak up every day through
WhatsApp and videos, We know
what’s going on.

They can't hide. They can do
;Iéf.talking. but we know how &

Association of Owners and
Beneficiaries of Kampung Ban
Land president Mashuti Mat
Soom urges its members to keep



