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DBKL has been tasked to restore the 
dilapidated Heritage Quarter, a 
tourist site that is part of the city's 
multi-million ringgit River of Life 
beautification project. The first phase 
of the upgrade costing RM200,000 
Js expected to be completed next 
month. >3 

No maintenance: 
Many of the River of Life 
attractions in Kuala Lumpur, 
like this once-lovely Turkish 
fountain, is no longer 
working. (Inset) A close-up 
of the' foul')tain pipe that 
has yet to be repaired. 
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Major taSk to reVive tourist site 
First phase of restoration wqrk· at KLs Heritage Quarter to cost RM200,000 
ByEAVANI M. 
bavanim@thestar.com.my 

AFTER lying in a state of disrepair 
for over two years, Kuala Lumpur 
City Hall (DBKL) has been tasked to 
repair the ageing Heritage Quarter 
area which is also referred to as 
Precinct 7. ·• 

Precinct 7 is also the first phase 
of the multi-million ringgit River of 

, Life (RoL) beautification project. 
Kuala Lumpur mayor Datuk Nor 
Hisham Ahmad Dahlan said the 
initial upgrading work would cost 
DBKL about RM200,000. 

''Maintenance work has started 
in some areas and will be a contin
uous effort. 

"Currently we are at Phase One 
and we expect it to lie completed 
by Oct 15," he said. 

The maintenance contract was 
awarded via "Kerja Undi" whereby 
contracts worth RM200,000 and 
below were awarded through a 
balloting session to qualified con-
tractors. · 

"Kerja Undi" is an initiative by 
DBKL in an effort to boost business 
among registered small contractors 
in the city. · 

StarMetro had previously report
ed that since the first phase of the 
iconic RoL project was launched by 
then Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Najib Razak on August 29, 2017, 
where the main attraction called 

. the "Blue Pool" is located, the area 
was already showing signs of it 
falling apart. 

Apart from Heritage Quarter, 
Precinct 7 also includes areas such 
as St Mary's Cathedral, Countdown 
Clock, Panggung Bandaraya, HSBC, 
Leboh Pasar Besar, Central Market, 
Kompleks Dayabumi and the site 
around Pasar Seni LRT station. 

There are 11 precincts that form 
RoL, namely river corridors in 
Titiwangsa,Pekeliling, PVVTC, Sime 
Darby loop, Dang Wangi, Raja Laut, 
Masjid Jamek, Brickfields, KL 
Sentral and Seputeh. 

However, the first phase of 
DBKL's repair works are only limit
ed to the Heritage Quarter. 

Since the launch of Phase One 
by Najib three years ago, there has 
been no designated ministry or 
agency to manage and maintain 
the project site. 

Plans for the Government to 
appoint a private firm to manage 
the site did not pan out. 

The project contractor, EkoRiver 
Construction Sdn Bhd, had already 
handed over the project to DBKL, 
and the company's defect liability 

_ period ended last year. 
Since there was no designated 

company to take over the city's 
most ambitious project; it was 
bound to fall into disrepair with no 
regular maintenance. 

To be fair, many of the defects 
were attributed to vandals and 
vagrants who had made the 
Heritage Quarter their "sleeping 
quarter". 

Considering the gravity of the sit
uation, the Federal Territories 
Ministry recently gave DBKL the 
responsibility to maintain the site. 

StarMetro visited the Heritage 
Quarter recently and noticed that 
signage informing people of the 
impending repair works were up. 

Bags of cement and broken tiles 
were spotted at the site, indicating 
that work had started. 

Some areas have been barricad
ed with red and white tape to pre
vent people from entering the site. 

Contractors were spotted remov
ing the white Il1arble tiles at some 

,.-...,..~---..;;... 

The recent flash 
flood in Kuala 
Lumpur took a 
toll on the River 
of Life site. 
- Photos: 
SAMUEL ONG/ 
The Star 

Some areas within t he Heritage Quarter have been barricaded w ith red and white tape to prevent people f rom trespassing. (Right) Workers covering 
cement and sand at t he site with plywood to prevent them from getting wet. ' · 

The Tourism Centre at Look Out Point near Masjid Jamek has been abandoned for some time. (Right) The siqe 
pool, which is part of the Blue Pool, is f illed with debris and rubbish. 

of the attractions which were giv
ingway. 

At the Look Out Point spot, 
where Sungai Gombak and Sungai 
Klang converge, Amin Jay, who 
runs Makan.buzz cafe was relieved 
to see that work to upgrade the 
place had begun. 

Amin is renting one of the prem
ises located at Look Out Point. 

''It's about time the authorities 
repaired the premises. 

"This place is definitely looking 
shabby even though it is brand 
new," he added. 

''The tourism office has been 

abandoned or rather has not been 
functionirig for over two years, and 
although new, it's already looking 
old," he said. 

Amin added that the recent flash 
flood was also unkind to the area 
as the aftermath had made the 
place look worse than ever. 

The much touted Blue Pool pro
ject, a pride and joy of the city, was 
the most distressed it had ever been. 

The Blue Pool project features a 
blue water fountain and is meant 
to enhance the attractiveness of the 
site, especially at night. 

After the recent flash flood 
which saw rainfall reading exceed 
200mm and caused the river water 
to spill over, it took a private con
tractor several days to clean up the 
area. 

The water pool surrounding the 
area was filled with debris and 
rubbish. 

There are three stages to the 
RM4.4bil RoL project: river clean
ing, river beautification and river
front development. 

A sum of RM3.4bil will be used 
to clean up the river while RM1bil 
will go towards beautification and 
landscaping. 

The project was launched in 
2012 and falls under the Economic 
Transformation Programme initiat
ed by Najib and was targeted to be 
completed by 2020, with commer
cialisation and tourism to com
mence after 2020. 

However during a walkabout at 
the site in July this year, Federal 
Territories Minister Tan Sri Annuar 
Musa said the project deadline had 
been pushed to 2024 to allow the 
completion of some work packages. 


