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ZA 
Minister says govt 
will enforce more 
stringent SOP 
should Covid- 19 
cases remain high 

KUALA LUMPUR 

F I CE Mini ter Tengku 
Daruk erl Zafrul Tengku 

bdul A7.iz has given the 
a urance that Malay Ia 

will not implement a total lock· 
down on the economy even if the 
worst·ca e cenarlo comes true. 

In te d. he ld. the ovem 
ment would continue to focu on 
enforcing more rrlngent tan· 
dard operatin procedure ( OP~ 
should the numb r of Covid·l9 

.. cases remain high. 
WBased on the current model, 

w belle e th t the number of 
c e will o down. 

M Assuming the worst-case c · 
nario (did orne true). it will nO£ 
b a total to kdown on the econ 
omy, ( ut) we will continue to 
focus on (implementin ) more 
trin ent OP; he aid in an In 

tervlew with C BC ye t rda . 
Tengku Zafrul w rc ponding 

to a que tion on whether the gov· 
ernmem would hut down cer 
taln ector If the ovemenr 
Control rder 2.0 were to e • 
tended, or in thee ent the Covid· 
19 vac lne rollout did not meet 
thee cted re ult . 

He aid if the num er of cas 

I tory of the day 

cominu d to rl , core i u s 
uch tb adherence to and en· 

forcement of the SOP hould be 
addr ed instead. 

Meam hile, T n.gku Zafrul dl • 
mi ed the notion that the recent 
incre eintherin 'tagain tthe 
U dollar would impact rhe x­
port perform nee. 

"Ye . the ringgit h trength-
ened a ain t the U dollar and 
other currenci , but as g lobal 
trade I fore red to row about 
etght per cent in 2021 versu 
2020, Malaysia rands to benefit 
from that. 

• nd l believe the rl it's per­
form nee would not have n ad­
ver e impact on the exports." 

Tengku Zafrul al o expr ed 
confidence that the Covid·19 na­
tional vaccination progr mme. 
expe ted to b complet d by the 
first qu rter of2022 (lQ22), would 
furtherdriv thee onomi r ov­
ery. 

l Je aid a lay Ia w e cted 
ro r elv the first batch of the 
P tzer Bio e h v c lne by the 
end of ne t month. 

"The va cine rollout is expe t· 
ed to rake pia e in early Mar h 

nd completed In about 12 
month 'or by 1Q22." 

et to begin in early March, the 
CO\•Id 19 national vaccination 
programme' ill be implemented 
in ph e over a period of 1:2 to 1 
month , with 0 per c nt of the 
population, or cto ro 27 million 

ople, e cted to b inocul t d 
by LQ22. 

Meanwhile, Tengku Zafrul aid 
Malay Ia continued ro maintain 

it 2021 ro dom tic product 
(GOP) growth fore t at 6.5 to 7.5 
per cent and fi cal deficit target 
of 5.4 per cent of the GOP thi 
year. 

I le · d the etonomy would be 
supported by the r cently an· 
nounced R 15 billion Perlindun­
gan Ekono m i dan Rakyat 

a lay ia (Permai) a i tancc 
package. whkh aim to as 1st var· 
ious ecwr , as well as the micro 
and mall· and medi um· lzed en­
terpri . 

A ked if there were ri ks that 
th fiscal deficit would widen 
hould the government need to 
pend more to combat th ri ing 

Covld·19 ca e , Tengku Zafrul 
hrugged o the jitters. 
" hould we n ed further fi cal 

injection to tlmulate the econ· 
omy, it would have an impact on 
the deficit target. But it (the fi cal 
inj crion) will help (the growth 
of) th revenue and the GOP, o 
the tar et (of 5.4 per cent) hould 
remain the arne." 

Ten ku Zafrul aid the gov rn 
m nt' clo ly monitoring th 
Covid-19 ituation. 

"lf there l a need for furrh r 
injection to r vtve the economy 
for the hort term, thi i om -
thing that the government has to 
do. 

"Bu tod y, we till maintain 
the budget (2021 Budget). which 
wa recently approved by the 
government." 

Mal y ia recorded 4,094 new 
Covid·l9 case on Thursday. tak­
ing th country' infectJon tally 
to 19 ,20 . Bern•m• 

Aj111a Clinic medical 
per omrel Dr Ari man 
Wen Abd Ralrman 
(left) and Ummi 
NadziraiJ Mohamad 
Airalr preparitJg co 
conduce Covid·/9 
creening in hall A/am 

cerday. 

/ 
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Experts: Govt must regulate 
vaccine distributorship process 
KUALA LUMPUR: Whi le the 
move by prl ate companie to 
ecure Covid-19 vaccine dl tri · 

utor hipl n wayroallow 
more Malay I n to bevaccln t· 
d. it may al o lead to r due· 

tion in accine upply to the 
gov rnment. 

Ex.pen ay the pur hase by 
private companie ould inter· 
fere with the governmem' pro· 
curemcnr of 25 million dos of 
Ptizer-BioNT ch vaccine next 
month to ino ulate 39 per cent 
of the population thl year. 

Sunway Univer it Bu ines 
hool of Economi Pro e or 

Dr Yeah Kim Leng aJd the in· 
creased vaccine demand cau ed 
by the entry of more buyers In 
the international market would 
bid up prices nd might result In 
hoardin , thereby disruptin 
he go,ernmem· pro ur ment 

plan in term of co t, eli ery or 
rollout. 

wlf it involv protracted and 
comple · negotiation . uppll 
to the governm nt rna} be 
lowed down, e pecially if the 

vaccine producers prloritlsc 
buy r that pay higher price or 
order larg quanti tic . 

"The government would then 
ne d to en e 11 irh the a cine 
manufacturer directly pri· 

tc purch rs r • will In to 
p y mor (and the go rnment 
may have to wait ton • •r). he 
government could also le\' rage 
on go rnment·to·government 
ret tlon hlp Inca Involving 
tate-owned enterprise . 
"Given that the government 

al read po information 
on v ccine price from the var· 
lous manufacturers. as well as 
tho elnothercoumric ,lti ina 
bener po ition ton orlate with 
pri ate purcha er to en ure 
that the profit ar nor e ce -
ive. 

Insti tuting open tender and 
en urin tran parency and full 
di closure b the government 
can help ro cur leakage nd 
bu e In the pr urement con· 

tr ct : he told the ew Slrc1its 
Times yesterday. 

Dr Yeah aid It wa undcr-
tandabl that many pri\lat 

companle were jumping onto 
the bandwagon to be Co Jd-19 
v cclnc di trlbutors the gov­
ernment had announc d a RM3 
billion allocation for vaccina· 
tion. 

I le aid c ·en comp nics In 
unrelated lndu trie would be 
intere ted in getting a pice of 
th pie. where the bu ine op· 
portunlry b cally lnvot cd the 

a illty to ecure the vaccine in 
the Inte rnat ional m arket: and 
profit rom the mark-up . 

He added that arranging for 
the logi tics and va clnatlon 
rollout, If Included, were ser­
vice that could be provided 
through ub·contractlng. 

"I the involvement o f private 
ector help to reduce the overall 

co t to the governme nt and 
achieve the de Ired coverage of 
the population quicker, then it i 
a welcome public-private part­
n r hlp. 

MBut if there are leakag and 
arran mem that enrich the 
Jected firm . then it hould not 
b allow d." 

In December Ia t year, clence, 
Technology nd Innovation 
Mini t r Khalry Jamaluddin re­
port dly told the D wan Raky t 
that the government had dir ctly 
procured Co id 19 vaccine with 
pharmac utica! ompany Pfiz r 
under the Co ax Facility without 
the In olv ment ofmiddlem n. 

He aid rrangemen by prl· 
vate companies to ecure th 
vaccine were purely comm r­
cial deal that had nothln to do 
with the gov rnment, but re­
quired the atlonal Pharm ceu· 
ti al R ulatory gency' 
( PRA) apprO\'al. 

'\ lt:h global va clne manufac· 
rurlng capac! and conomi 
of c le ramped up, r Yeah 
opined that pric w re ·p cted 
tod cline. 

"In addition, a mor va Ctn 
by different manufacturers are 
approved. there ~ ill be oppor· 
runitle for firm ro Ink new di · 
tnbutor hip a long a the 
Covld-19 threat pe I t nd the 

population I not vaccinated to 
t:he desired extent." 

Ep id emio logist Pro fessor 
Datu.k Dr Awang Bulgiba Awang 
Mahmud sald Malaysia could 
face a slow rollout if the gov­
ernment wa procuring the same 
vaccine as the companJe . 

Dr Awang Bulgiba. who is the 
Science. Technology and Inno­
vation Uni try 's head of Inde­
pendent Covld-19 Vaccination 

dvi ory Committee, also- ex­
pre ed concern over companie 
independently acquiring vac­
cine dJ tributorshJp. 

It co ul d a ffect t he govern­
ment' effort to monitor the 
va ci n • effectiv n , it side 
ef ect and who had or had not 
b en vaccinat d, h a id. 

·ThJ may po e complications. 
We would not ur if we ha c 
reached the propo ed herd im­
munity thre hold if there l no 
c ntral monitorin . we cannot 
compute the actual effectlvene 
of the c in , and n immu­
nity or vaccln p port ' ill be 
difficult to ere te. 

"lf th governmenr doe not 
have data on the e vaccin . 
there will be uncerta inty abou 
the overall vaccination achJeve­
ment in the country. 

"Private healthcare facllitie 
are unlikely to be pan of a central 
monitoring mechanl m unle 
the go emment mandate t hi . 

- orne kind of mech nl m 
need to b worked out by the 
go,ernment, and fa t, b ore· 
more companie jump In and 
tart to make thin more com­

plicated: 
nother concern. he id, ' 

how the vaccine were handled, 

as well as the adverse effects af­
ter one had received them. 

"'The patlem ' condition ha to 
be observed. If these vaccines do 
not require ultra-low tempera­
ture freezers and can just use the 
normal cold chain, this Is not a 
problem for healthcare facili t ies. 
which monltorthelrcold chain. 

"But for smaller clinics that do 
not monltorthi cold chain prop­
erly. vaccine can degrade lf not 
stored properly. 

"Covld-19 vaccines are new 
vaccine and monltorin for Ide 
effects is ab olutely e sential. 

hould adverse events happen in 
the e vaccinee , there may not 
b a proper Investigation nd 
the e adver e events may be ex­
ploited by anti· axxer ." 

Melaka M nlpaJ Medical Col­
le e Com mun iry and Occupa­
tional Medicine Profe or Dr G. 
J yakumar, on the other hand. 
said the purcha e by prlvat 
companie hould be viewed 

o mpl e me n t lng the govern­
ment' effort to vaccinate the 
population. 

Th dl trlbutlon of vaccine . 
he aid, hould b man aged by 
healthcare provider from either 
the government or private ec­
t r. However, he cautioned that 
the gov mment mu t regu late 
the proce with chec and bal· 
ance to weed out opportuni 1 
companle , adding th t If there 
w no re ulatlon, more compa­
nle would ru h In to have a bite 
of the pro 1t pie at the ex pen of 
the population' wellb lng. 

r ayakumar aJ o felt cappin 
the price of vaccines wa another 
way to pr ent the t m from 
bein abu ed. By Dawn Chan 
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16 FATALITIES RECORDED 

YESTERDAY 
Selangor contributes 
highest number of 
new infections at 
3,126 cases, says 
Health 0 -G 

TEH ATHIRA YUSOF 
KUALA LUMPUR 

n t.com.my 

M ALAY lA hit a new 
dally record In the 
number of Covld-L9 
ca with s.ns in­

fections reponed up to noon yes­
te rday. 

It w the first Ume the country 
breached the 5,000 mark in dally 
cases, and It topped the previous 
highest jump In dally infections 
on J an 23, which was at 4.275. 
. The staggering figure was al o a 
huge jump from the number of 
Infection a day earlier, when 
there were 4,094 new ca e . 

ealth director-general Tan Sri 
Dr Noor Hlsham Abdullah said. 
in a tatement yesterday, Selan­
gor contributed the highe t num­
ber of new infections at 3,U6 cas­
e. 

"From the total, 2,559 ca e 
were from cluster and clo e·con­
ta t ere ning acti ely onduct· 
ed on th ld. Thi i folio' ed b 
687 c e In Kuala Lumpur and 
6 inJohor.· 

The remaining 19 daily c e 
in olved clu t rs at to k-up , Im­
migration detention depot and 
prison , wh ich comprls the 
Jalan Harapan Pri on cluster 
with 224 ca es. Jalan Sungal 
Je lok Pri on{ t1 6), Tembok 
Renggam (45), Tembok ungal 
Udang (16), Tembok M mp 
(U). Tembok Taiplng (fi e) and 
Tembok Buklt Be I (two). 

The late t figure brought th 
cu mulative number of ca 
ince the pandemic hit rhe coun· 

uy to 203.933, of which 45,4 7 re 
actlv c e . 

Out ofth total number of new 
infection , 5,718 were locally 
transmitted. while ven case 
were Import involvirt five lo­
cals and rwo foreigners. 

lxteen Covid-19 fat Iitle were 
record d ye terday, all involving 
Mal y i n a ed between 36 and 

93 ith underlying he lth con· 
dltion . It brought the death toll 
to733. 

" in death w r r corded in 
elan or. two in abah and on 

each in Kuala Lumpur, araw k, 
Melaka, Kelantan and P rak," r 

oorHI ham ld. 
"The mini try expre e It 

deepe t condo! nee to th vic· 
tim · famille ." 

t\ total of 01 c e are being 
treated at the lnten lveCare Unl.t, 
nsofwhom are intubated. 

A total of 3.423 patient recov· 
ered and were di char ed from 
ho pita! up to noon ye terday. 
Thl I lower than the num r of 
new cases r ported to the m ln- + 
i try over the past 24 hours . 

Thl brings the total number or 
recover! to 57,722 or 77.34 per 
cent of the total case . 

Th Health Mini try ha de­
tected J2 new clu ters with 10 In· 
volvlng workplaces and rwo with­
In the communtry. 

Dr oor Hi ham said fiv of the 
clu ters were det cted in Johor. 
Th y ar the Jalan Kota Burok, 
Jalan By P . Jalan Bi ta rl Dua, 
Jalan Empayar and Jalan Rusa 

ciente clu ters. 
"Two clusters lnvolvin work­

plac h ve b en det cted In e· 
lan or, which are the Per iaran 

uban and Indu tri Indah clu · 
ter . 

" noth r two clu te w re de­
te ted In Kuala Lumpur known as 
Tapak Blna Jalan Klang and 
T pak Blna Jalan Vista. One 
workpla eelu t rw det ted In 
abah. namely Jalan pan ar." 
The r malning cwo community 

clu ters were det cted in bah 
(Tinanom) and Sarawak 
(Tabong). 

On active clu ters, Dr oor 
IIi ham ld th re were 375 clu · 
ter nationwide. while the high· 
e t number of new inf. ctlon 
were recorded from the Tanjung 
Sun a clu ter at 385 cases. 

lt is followed b Jalan Harapan 
Prl on clu rer (224) and Jalan 

un a! Jelok Pri on clu t r (116). 
He al o announced that nine 

clu te ended ye terday, which 
are the Alor. ah ba Integra 
Ikon, Bukit a, Tapak Bina 
Merropoli . Tapak Blna Jalan 
Gad ng, Tapak Bina Ka ih, T pak 
Bina inar VIew and Tapa.k Bina 
Re idenclu t r. 


