30% renewable energy rule for all new projects

By BAVANI M
bavanim@thestar.com.my

ALL future development projects in
Kuala Lumpur, be they commercial
or residential, must rely on 30%
renewable energy, says Kuala
Lumpur mayor Datuk Seri Mahadi
Che Ngah.

The requirement, he said, was
now part of Kuala Lumpur City
Hall’s (DBKL) conditions imposed
on new developments.

“We recently imposed this condi-
tion in our approval process, and
developers must now include this
when planning their projects.

“We must move with the times as
renewable energy is the future.

“Renewable energy is cleaner
and helps combat greenhouse gas
emissions and is better for the envi-
ronment,” Mahadi told StarMetro.

Mahadi hopes to see more build-
ings and residential properties in
the city switching to renewable
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energy as it would be cheaper in
the long run.

He said going green was one
way to reduce consumers’ financial
burden.

“DBKL spends an average
RM76mil a year on electricity bills.

“This is needed to power up city
assets like street lights, parks, offic-
es, community halls, sports facili-
ties, stadiums and other facilities.
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“We must move

with the times as
renewable energy
is the future.”

Datuk Seri Mahadi Che Ngah

“If we cut back on power, we
could.use that money for other
things like building more infra-
structure to promote healthy liv-

“ing,” he noted.

Using renewable energy also
means improving public health.

“Apart from the fact that it is
cleaner and there is less carbon

emissions, people are healthier and

will live longer,” Mahadi added.

Asked if there would be a move
to get Kuala Lumpur folk to
embrace renewable energy, and
whether DBKL would consider
assessment rebates for households
that have solar panels, the mayor
said, “That topic requires further
discussion and a lot of planning.

“It is not something that we can
just implement without weighing in
all the factors.

“But that is why I keep stressing
that visibility is crucial and the
Wangsa Maju Section 1 — zero car-
bon township project will be the
test case,” he added.

Mahadi said DBKL needed busi-
nesses and residents to come on
board to make the plan a success.

“In the long run, switching to
renewable energy is better and
helps reduce electricity consump-
tion.

“We need advocates to push for
this and that includes the media,”
he added.
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