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-Solar panels' visibility key_.to 
engaging interest says mayor 
>FROM PAGE 1 

Why Se~tion 1? 

Wangsa Maju, consisting of 
Section 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, 
was established in the 1980s. 

''We have to go back to the ques-
tion of visibility. · 

''Wanga Maju was chosen 
because it is one of the largest 
townships in Kuala Lumpur and is 
well-planned with new growth cen
tres," Mahadi said, adding that pub
lic facilities like schools, business 
centres and transportation hubs 
were centralised so it was easier to 
improve upon them. . 
· The overall plan includes upgrad
ing the infrastructure, which is 
already in the works. 

DBKL is currently in talks with 
stakeholders who are keen on 
working with the local authority to 
convert Section 1 into a model car
bon-free township. 

Part of the work includes con
structing a network of pedestrian 
walkways, jogging tracks and bicy
cle paths;_upgrading ageing railings 
along the residential area as well as 
the Sungai Bonus jogging/cycling · 
track behind the Wangsa Sari 

. People's Housing Project. 
There are plans to build a recrea

tional park with trees planted along 
the way for the township's resi
dents. 

''With such infrastructure, we 
hope to encourage people to walk 
and exercise more, and drive less. 

"People should only resort to 
driving if it is absolutely necessary 
and there will be less pollution and 
clean air for a healthier society," 

· Mahadi said. 
DBKL also envisions converting 

empty spaces into landscaped gar- · 
dens or urban farms in the town
ship. 

Solar power p~ans 
Switching to solar power to help 

reduce electricity consumption tops 
Mahadi's green agenda to increase 
visibility and create awareness in 
Wangsa Maju. · 

He plans to do this by working · 
with private companies. 

"If we can use renewable energy 
like sunlight, we can s.ave money 
and it will be much less harmful to 

This flood retention pond n.~ar Semarak Setapak Jaya will become a solar farm for the production of 
renewable energy. 

This pedestrian walkway built ~along Sungai Bonus in Section 1, Wangsa 
Maju will be spruced up with better infrastructure and LE D lighti ng . 

the environment. 
'So we plan to tap into that (ener

gy) by installing solar panels on our 
assets in Wangsa Maju. 

''Take street lightings, for exam
ple. We plan to instal 76 units of 
solar-powered lights along the 
Sungai Bonus jogging tracks with 
sensors operating from 7am to 
7pm," he said, adding that power 
consumption would be only 30% if 
there was no movement. 

Mahadi also said that DBKL was 
working with private companies 
like Aeon Wangsa Maju, which was 
keen on the proposed plan to build 
800kW solar panels on its rooftop. 

The local authority is also in dis
cussions with schools like SK 
Wangsa Maju Seksyen 1 to instal 
315kW panels on the rooftop of 
eight of the school's buildings. 

As for residential units, 86 blocks 
of five-storey apartments have · 

been identified for the installation 
of 15-ZOkW solar panels on roof
tops. 

The construction of a solar farm 
at a flood retention pond near 
Semarak Jalan Rejang is in the pipe
line as well. · 

Once approved and constructed, 
Mahadi is confident that these 
building~ will see a reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
experience a more cooling environ
ment as well as deaner air. 

''Through these projects, we hope 
to see electricity usage cut by 50%. 

"Stakeholders' positive feedback 
will encourage more people to vol
untarily convert to renewable ener
gy," he said, .adding that this would 
be effective in reducing 
carbon emissions and battlirlg glob
al warming. 

DBKL will be working with SEDA 
(Sustainable Energy Development 
Authority Malaysia), SWCorp, Alam 
Flora, TNB, and Universiti 
Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) to ensure 
the project's success. 

''We are working with UTM con
sultants on this. 

"Once the plan is completed, we 
hope to execute them one by one. 

''Hopefully by the end of the 
year, we can have some visibility 
and data to share," Mahadi said. 

30% renewable energy rule for all new projects 
ByBAVANI M 
bavanim@thestar.com.my 

ALL future development projects in 
Kuala Lumpur, be they commercial 
or residential, must rely on 30% 
renewable energy, says .Kuala 
Lumpur mayor Datuk Seri Mahadi 
CheNgah. 

The requirement,.he said, was 
now part of Kuala Lumpur City 
Hall's (DBKL) conditions imposed 
on new developments. 

''We recently imposed this condi
tion in our approval process, and 
developers must now include this 
when planning their projects. 

-''We must move with the times as 
renewable energy is the future. 

"Renewable energy is cleaner 
and helps combat greenhouse gas 
emissions and is better for the envi
ronment," Mahadi told Star Metro. 

Mahadi hopes to see more build
ings and residential properties in 
the city switching to renewable 

·-//We must move 
with the times as 
renewable energy 
is .the future." 

energy as it would be cheaper in 
the long run. 

He said going green was one 
way to reduce consumers' financial 
burden. 

"DBKL spends an average 
RM76mil a year on electricity bills. 

"This is needed to power up city 
assets like street lights,' parks, offic
es, community halls, sports facili- _ 
ties, stadiums and other facilities. 

Datuk Seri Mahadi Che Ngah 

"If we cut back on power, we 
could. use that money for other 
things like building more infra
structure to promote healtlly liv-

~ ing," he noted. 
Using renewable energy also 

means improving public health. 
"Apart from the fact that it is 

cleaner and there is less carbon 
emissions, people are healthier and 
will live longer," Mahadi added. 

Asked if there would be a move 
to get Kuala Lumpur folk to . 
embrace renewable energy, ~nd 
whether DBKL would consider 
assessment rebates for households 
that have solar panels, the mayor 
said, "That topic requires further 
discussion and a lot of planning. 

"It is not something that we can 
just implement without weighing in 
all the factors. 

"But that is why I keep stressing 
that visibility is crucial arid the 
Wangsa Maju Section 1 -zero car
bon township project will be the 
test case," he added. 

Mahadi said DBKL needed busi
nesses and residents to come on 
board to make the plan a success. 

"In the long run, switching to 
renewable energy is better and 
helps reduce electricity consump
tion. 

''We need advocates to push for 
this and that includes the media," 
he added. · 
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TRAFFIC MATTERS 
> Lane closure and traffic diversion 
on Persiaran Raja Muda, Shah Alam 
(Bulatan Bestari-bound) from May 
19 to July 1S, for 24 hours .' 
> Road closure and traffic diversion 
on Jalan Langat, Klang (opposite 
Hotel 99, ·Banting/ Kesas Highway-· 
bound) until May 31, from 10pm to 
Sam. 
> Full road closure and traffic diver
sion on Persiaran Kerjaya, Shah 
Alam (from Temasya Anggun resi
dences to Denso, both directions) 
until Dec 31, from .10pm to Sam. 
> Road closure and traffic diversion 
on Jalan Tropicana Selatan 1, 
Petaling Jaya (near Merchant 
Square) until Oct 30, for 24 hours. 
All closures are to facilitate LRT3 
construction works . For details, 
call the LRT3 hotline at 1-800-18-
2S8S. 

FREE COVID-19 SCREENING 
Selangor government is offering free 
Covid-19 screening services, to be · 
carried out in stages according to 
state constituencies. It will be held 
from 9am to 4pm on May 18 in Bukit 
Antarabangsa a11d Hulu Kelang, May 
19 in Sungai Tua and Gombak Setia, 
May 20 in Rawang a(ld Taman 
Templer, May 21 in Seri Kembangan, 
May 22 in Seri Serdang and Kinrara 
as well as May 23 in Subang Jaya 
and Seri Setia. For details, visit 
www.amirudinshari .com/sarin
gan-covid19. 

BLOOD DONATION 
National Blood Bank (PDN) wel
comes donors throughout the MCO 
period. PDN Jalan Tun Razak is open 
from 7.30am to 8pm on weekdays, 
Puspanita Blood Donation Suite in 
Precinct 10, Putrajaya from 1 Oam to 
6pm daily and PDN Donation Suite 
at Level 3 (Mezzanine), Mid Valley 
Mega mall from 1 Oam to 9pm· daily. 
Donors should show their blood 
donation card/ appointment slip/ 
printed registration form to ease 
their journey to the centres. For 
details, visit http://linktr.ee/derma
darah 

TEMPORARY CLOSURE 
> Petaling Jaya community library 
and its branches will be closed for 
physical visits until MCO 3.0 has 
ended. No late fines will be issued 
thro~;~ghout the MCO period. 
Book returns can be done via Book 
Drop service. Those who want to 
borrow books can use the PJ 
Books on Wheels service, available 
via https://bit.ly/3eS6j6B . For 
'details, call 03-7781 0411 on week
days or visit www.mbpjlibrary.gov. 
my 
> Shah Alam City Council has 
temporarily' closed the Selangor
Japan Friendship Park and musical 
fountain attraction in Taman 
Jasik Shah Alam during the MCO 
pe.riod. 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 
Vivo Malaysia is teaming up with 
Kuala Lumpur Photography Festival 
(KLPF) for the Vivo Vision 2021 
Photography Contest. Malaysians , 
are invited to explore their surround
ings, in a safe manner adhering to 
SOP during this MCO, through the 
lens of their smartphone according 
to each week's theme - nature, peo
ple, Raya and night - to stand a 
chance to win RM1S,OOO worth of 
prizes. Open to all Malaysians aged 
12 and above, the contest is ongoing 
until June 8. For details, visit https:// 
bit.ly/33KwWE7 

ONLINE BOOK SALE 
The Big Bad Wolf Books has extend
ed its online book sale until today. 
For details, visit https://my.shopbig
badwolfbooks.com/ 
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