"All entry points into Kuala Lumpur

&
A u n I fO r m will soon feature a series of
_ - . - boundary markers in terms of
_ . . landscape and vegetation to give
' ~ visitors a feel that is unique to
the capital city. The mayor gives
| StarMetro a picture of what the

five-year project entails. >2&3
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Getting the ball rolling: This ‘Welcome to Kuala Lumpur’ fixture greets out-of-town visitors at one of the entry points into the capital city. — LOW LAY PHON/The Star



The welcome gantry in Brickfields lets visitors know they have arrived in Little India.

Giving Kuala Lumpur

an iconic identity

City Hall on mission to add
special features and more trees

By BAVANI M
bavanim@thestar.com.my

KUALA Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)
is giving a reason to out-of-towners
to visit the country’s capital city,
also known as the Garden City of
Lights, by creating a series of
boundary markers.

It hopes the markers themselves
will become a tourist attraction.

The project, currently still on the
drawing board and dubbed “Kuala
Lumpur Boundary Markers”, is set
to start this month.

It involves creating iconic land-
marks using elements such as sign-
posts, trees, pylons, boundary
stone markers, street art and even
murals that will mark the city bor-
ders.

“The moment you enter Kuala
Lumpur, there will be a significant
change in the landscape and ambi-
ance surrounding the area or even
along the route to the city centre.

“We want road trippers coming
from different states to feel the
change in scenery and mood the
moment they enter the city bound-
aries,” said mayor Datuk Seri
Mahadi Che Ngah.

He said people who had not vis-
ited the city before would know
right away when they entered
Kuala Lumpur territory by just
looking at the landscape and vege-
tation around the area.

The project, he said, was a col-
laboration of all departments as it
involved planning, infrastructure
and landscaping.

“When you visit different parts
of the world, each city has its
unique charm and set of charac-
teristics that are reflected in their
boundary markers,” he noted.

“Take for example the Route 66
sign in the United States, which is
so iconic that people stop and take
photos of the signage.

“Other similar markers are the
Hollywood Hills sign (US), the
Selamat Datang monument in
Jakarta (Indonesia), the border
marker in Lloydminster in
Saskatchewan (Canada), the Penny
Lane sign in Liverpool (England)
and Seoul’s LED signage in South
Korea.

“They are all the unique mark-
ers of the respective cities that
make them special,” he said.

Mahadi elaborated that Kuala
Lumpur borders would be the
entry gateway where trees of a
specific species would be planted

“along the roads leading into the

city.

“Structures like pylons, which
are permanent fixtures, will be
given a new look whereby
anyone who sees them will imme-
diately know that they are unique
to Kuala Lumpur.

“Other structures that can add

charm to the city include sculp-
tures, clock towers, (stone) bound-
ary markers, road markings,
murals, sidewalks, crossroads,
road kerbs, columns, street arts,
kinetic light installations, LED font
signage and even a specific colour
choice will be utilised for the
markers that will give the city a
vibrant look,” he added..

The project, said Mahadi, would
involve the whole of Kuala
Lumpur’s boundary spanning
103.3km.

Forest around the city

For now, 15.67km of the bounda-
ry have been identified for the
tree-planting programme that will
line the borders of the city.

DBKL has identified several local
species ideal for the border plant-
ing initiative.

Mahadi said the species short-
listed were Shorea roxburghii (mer-
anti temak nipis), Hopea odorata
(merawan siput jantan), Agathis
borneensis (damar minyak),
Tristaniopsis obovate (pelawan
merah), Cratoxylum formosum
(mampat/geronggang), Diospyros
penangiana (kayu arang), Syzygium
grande (kelat jambu laut) and
Lepisanthes alata (perupok).

“We hope that once a (tree) spe-
cies is identified for a specific area,
only that species will be planted in
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The iconic stone marker with the numerical ‘0’ along Jalan Raja.
— Photos: LOW LAY PHON & IZZRAFIQ ALIAS/The Star

Artist's impression of how

those of other states

- SELANGOR
dNdNNT VIVNA

Source: DBKL

trees in KL will compare with

TheStar graphics

that spot for uniformity and stand-
ardisation, in terms of height and
width,” he said.

Twenty-three areas have been
identified for the green border
programme. These include main
roads, crossroads, parallel roads,
highway, flyover and pedestrian
bridges with welcome signs.

Among the streets identified for
this programme are Jalan Metro
Perdana and Jalan Besar (Kepong),
Jalan Impian Indah (Bukit Jalil),
Jalan PBS 14/2 (Mimos Tech Park),
and Jalan Desa Cheras, Jabatan
Perhilitan (Cheras).

Colour the streets

An integral part of the project is
incorporating street art in the city,

including bringing colour to side-
walks, crossroads, kerbs, columns
and pillars.

“We already have some beautiful
murals in Kuala Lumpur, but we
want to bring that art to other parts
of the city, even on the roads,” said
Mabhadi, citing the popularity of
street art in the Netherlands,
Australia and the United States.

“Our. previous mural projects
have proven to be very popular,
and have been Instagram sensa-
tion, so we are confident that street
art is going to be a hit too,” he
added.

Welcome gantries.

Gateway signs that are usually
placed at border entries are impor-
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(Left) TNB
boxes like these
add colour to
the streets of
Kuala Lumpur.

A mural that
extends to
the road in
Bukit Bintang.
— Filepic
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PONGGAL BAZAAR
Malaysian Ceylonese National
Community Centre (MCNCC) will
hold a ponggal bazaar called |
‘Darbar Bazaar from 10am tp 8pm
on Jan 8 and 9 at the MCNCC hall

| No. 15, Jalan 18/16, Taman
Kanagapuram, Petaling Jaya. It will
showcase almost 40 vendors.

FLOOD AID

Shah Alam City Council (MBSA) is
distributing essential supplies and
dry food to flood victims. Donations
can be sent to Wisma MBSA (flood
operations room) daily from 8am to
5pm. Donations can also be banked
into their account. For details, call
012-388 9235 (Nor Hamimi Shariff)
or 019-214 0164 (Juliah Alimun).

CNY BAZAAR APPLICATION
Klang Municipal Council (MPK) has
opened the applications for trading
spots at Chinese New Year
| bazaars. The bazaars will run from
- - _ - | Jan 18 to Feb 17. Applications can
be made at iportal.mpklang.gov.
Norllin Zainal, 46, taking a selfie under the flyover painted rainbow my/permitonFI)ine unt”pJan ? 2
colours in Kuala Lumpur. Balloting will be done live via MPK's
Facebook page.

SELVAX BOOSTER

Greening Kuala Lumpur’s borders
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Selangor residents can book an
S;r UCtur i's. ’I"'ke geidyany appointment for their free booster
jabs under Selvax Booster pro-
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f’xtures, W’Il . =T bUKE Gombak clinic. The voucher codes are avail-
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them w’” . an 0 June 30 will be available
P for sale starting Jan 5. The public
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are un’que to W Jalan Setiawangsa SKYWALK REOPENED
Kua’a Lumpur Mount Kiara UluKelang . Forest Research Institute Malaysia
Sungai (FRIM) has reopened its Forest
Datuk Seri Mahadi Che Ngah Penchala ri Hartamas e Skywalk. Bookings can be made at
. Ampang skywalk.frim.gov.my or email frim_
S N : : enquiry@frim.gov.my (for more
g Jalanea than 10 people). For details, visit
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take five years to complete, starting Petaling Jaya s | -
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with the borders, while the green- N : S ¢
ing of the borders programme was Desa '\ Tun Razak rﬂhe;rmgcgutlcal ASS,OC'E;%%" °If|
ongoing. Jalan Kelang Lama Petaling | alaysia is sponsonng ro -on,
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Jalan Alam Damai
Technologhy Park ' PARKING FEES
alays'a (Seri Kfﬁﬁangan) Seremban City Council hag o
Peraran enforced parking charges in Nilai
PunicalcJali involving commercial areas of
KLSE Taman Semarak, Taman Desa
(Sungai Besi) ; ; Jasmin, Taman Desa Cempaka,
Pekan Nilai and Putra Nilai.
: ¢ Motorists can pay via apps such as
Public Area 1 (0S1) #® KTM Route = WPKL Border Jom Parking and Flexi Parking.
- Public Area 2 (0S1) B LRT Route Parking compounds can be paid at
' Private Area (0S2) 5 MRT Route Wisma MBS or by scanning the QR
© Lake, river and . #® Monorail Route code on the compound notice for
transport drainage (TR) ®8 ERL Route online payments. For details, call
Source: Draf PTKL 2040 || | 06-765 4782/4785/ 4789.




