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SELANGOR government’s invest-
ment arm Menteri Besar
Incorporated (MBI) has initiated
clean-up efforts at two historical
buildings located in the heart of
Kuala Lumpur’s heritage zone.

Contractors were seen driving a
crane into the courtyards of both
buildings recently, presumably to
carry out the clean-up work.

At the Industrial Court building,
workers were seen pulling out
shrubs and weeds growing on top
of the buildings, while over at the
old Chartered Bank building a few
hundred metres away, a man was
spotted on a ladder carrying out
cleaning work.

Both buildings are more than
100 years old and are gazetted
National Heritage buildings.

Referring to the buildings as
“The Court” and “Selangor House”
respectively, MBI said both build-
ings, which were their assets,
would be turned into tourist infor-
mation centres to highlight
Selangor’s historical and unique
attractions.

MBI aims to open them by the
end of next year.

Jane Rai, who leads Free Walk
Kuala Lumpur Unscripted which
is a heritage walking tour.of the
country’s capital city, said she was
excited to see the two historical

buildings being cleaned up.

“We have always been interested
i exploring new heritage buildings
in the city and we cannot wait to
include these two buildings in our
future tours,” she said.
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She added that the buildings
were in a sorry state for many
years and was now looking for-
ward to seeing them back to their
former glory.
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was built in 1891 to house the ;
Chartered Bank of India, Australia
and China (later known as The
Chartered Bank). A new three-sto-
rey building replaced the old one

in 1909. -

The Industrial Court building
was built in 1905 and housed Chow
Kit & Company, a department store
catering to European women: The
department store closed down dur-
ing World War IL

Over the years, the building
housed several government agen- -
cies, including the Election
Commission and Registrar of
Societies.

The building was renovated and
restored in 1982 and temporarily
housed the Industrial Court before
it moved out in 2017.




