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10% waste
increase in KL
from bazaars

Twice daily rubbish collection employed
while S'gor sticks to once-a-day routine

By FARID WAHAB ot
faridwahab@thestar.com.my

DOMESTIC waste in Kuala Lumpur is
expected to increase by 10% this month
because of the presence of Ramadan
bazaars, says Alam Flora Sdn Bhd.

Alam Flora chief operating officer Azahari
Zainal Abidin said the increase in domestic
waste was expected based on previous years’
figures. .

He said cleaning works at Ramadan
bazaars had been stepped up to ensure
orderliness and hygiene before traders start
business and after they close shop.

“Although many people are not eating and
drinking during the day, they tend to buy
more food for the break of fast.

“This increase in consumption is resulting
in an uptick in the amount of plastic and
paper waste being generated,” he told
StarMetro. - :

Azahari said rubbish collection at 93
bazaars in Kuala Lumpur would be done
twice daily — between 3pm and 3.30pm and
from 8pm to 10pm — to cater to the higher
waste production.
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Azahari: Hawkers are advised not to discard
food waste into drains, to prevent blockage.

“We have placed several 240litre bins at
these bazaars for traders’ use.

“RoRo (roll-on roll off) bins are provided
at larger bazaars, subject to Kuala Lumpur
City Hall’s (DBKL) request.

“These bins can only be placed at certain
bazaars as they require a bigger space,” he
added.
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Alam Flora workers cleaning up the Ramadan bazaar site in Kampung Baru, Kuala Lumpur.
— LOW BOON TAT/The Star

Azahari reminded hawkers not to discard
food waste such as used cooking oil and plas-
tic wrappings into drains, in order to prevent
blockage.

“We have noticed this problem is happen-
ing although it is not widespread.

“Such irresponsible behaviour raises flood
risks, especially during a downpour,” he
stressed. :

DBKL, in a statement to StarMetro, said
bazaar traders were adyised to place rubbish
in plastic bags before throwing them out.

“A collection schedule has been drawn up
with the Solid Waste Management and
Public Cleansing Corporation and collection -
will be carried out by Alam Flora,” it added.

In Selangor, several councils said KDEB
Waste Management cleaned and collected

rubbish once a day after the bazaars shut
operations. -

Subang Jaya City Council (MBS]) said
cleaning works, at 18 sites under its jurisdic-
tion, started at 9pm and ended before mid-
night daily.

“No RoRo bins are provided as the rubbish
is collected by trucks,” said MBS] Corporate
and Strategic Management Department dep-
uty director Azfarizal Abdul Rashid.

Selayang Municipal Council, which over-
sees 28 bazaars this year, said rubbish collec-
tion must be done before midnight every
day.

s Corporate Department deputy director
Ahmad Fauzi Ishak said bazaar organisers
had to ensure that rubbish was put in one
designated spot for KDEB workers to pick up.



