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(From left) City View block’s MC committee members Chiew, Kiang, Andy Chow, Chee and Chua are proud to
have transformed the property into a highly sought location. — Photos by YAP CHEE HONG/The Star
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to eliminate various problems
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To his chagrin, when he once
hailed a taxi, the driver asked him
if he was going to BCCK to seek the
services of a prostitute.

Other residents also complained
their wives were given strange
looks by taxi drivers or passersby
when they were seen entering the
BCCK premises.

At first, residents reacted by
locking the door and keeping to
themselves.

But they soon realised that turn-
ing their backs to the problem was
not going to make it go away.

The illegal activities were also
giving rise to other problems.

Families moved out and in their
place came undesirable tenants,
some who even urinated in the
lifts.

One resident told of how an
intoxicated person blew smoke
into his face in the lift.

Betel juice stains dotted the stair-
cases. Maintenance fees went
unpaid.

Rubbish chutes were constantly
blocked. Cleaners clearing the
jammed chutes found ironing
boards, rubber hoses, plastic tubs
and even a ceiling fan in them.

The awnings at the airwell were
also littered with cigarette butts,
sanitary pads, used diapers and
food waste, callously thrown out of
windows from tenants living on
the upper floors.

Fights, involving shootings and
stabbings, were reported at BCCK
too.

Time for change

The opportunity for change
came when the Strata Titles Act
was implemented at BCCK in
December 1996.

Property owners were then able
to form committees to oversee
management of their living space.

The BCCK apartments are divid-
ed into two blocks, each consisting
of two towers: City View and
Merdeka View.

Each block comprises 144 units
and two penthouses. When the Act
was implemented, each block came
under different management cor-
porations.

“When we first started, no one
knew what to do or how to go
about things.

“But we managed to lay the
groundwork for the functioning
of the City View Management
Corporation,” said Chiew, who"
became its first chairman.

The first item on the agenda was
to improve living conditions, as the,
degenerating state of the building’s
facilities and other safety concerns

Chiew and his wife, Minna, in their spacious apartment.

were causing the value of the prop-
erty to depreciate.

To deal with the vice problem,
the MC turned to the police.

The MC said then Dang Wangi
district police chief ACP Hadi Ho
Abdullah, who retired in 2014 as
Federal CID director, played a
pivotal role in ridding the area of
such activities.

“Without the police, nothing
could have been done,” said Chiew.

The MC also hired a former
police officer to be their apartment
manager. He worked closely with
law enforcers and helped keep
pimps at bay. He retired only after
the last pimp had moved out.

Subsequent MC committees also
upgraded the security system to
include CCTV cameras at common
areas like lifts, and an electronical-
ly automated control system for
vehicles entering the grounds.

This put an effective stop to the
unchecked movement of strangers
in and out of the residential build-
ing.

To tackle the rubbish issue, com-
mittee members took to staking out
the airwell. Litterbugs who were
caught in the act were told off.

To uplift morale, subsequent MC
chairmen and their committees,
raised funds to replace all four lifts,
give the City View apartment block
a new coat of paint and carry out
decorative works.

The present MC committee is
headed by Chong Voon Kean, 66.
He revealed that the initial part of
the rehabilitation cost around
RM1mil. ]

A collection drive was carried
out and unit owners paid RM3,500
each. The balance was paid using

the'sinking fund.

The second major expenditure
cost around RM250,000.

This was spent on upgrading
works for a new guardroom and
corners for rest and relaxation,
which included a reflexology path
and a flight of stairs up a slope
behind the building.

To improve the building’s
entrance, the MC sought the help of
Kuala Lumpur City Hall to relocate
several stalls that were operating
there.

Minutes from annual general
meetings stated that the move was
necessary as the food stalls’ activi-
ties had led to a rat infestation
problem.

The stalls, which were issued
with annual renewable temporary
licences, were given notice that
their licences would not be
renewed.

The building also had pythons
that nested within the retaining
wall in the property. The Fire and
Rescue Services Department had to
be called on several occasions to
catch the reptiles.

The upgrade process also saw
the need to educate residents not
to hang laundry over their balco-
nies as it ruined the appearance of
the building’s facade.

Overall, it took 10 years for the
MC to spruce up the apartment and
shed its reputation as a vice den.

Historical anecdotes

Despite its past, BCCK has histori-
cal appeal that gives the building
character.

The MC also revealed that one of
the penthouses had been renovat-

The ‘Lepak Corner’ deck is part of the beautification efforts carried out
to upgrade living conditions at the Choo Cheng Kay building.

ed to be used as a mini casino. But
the plan was stopped, thanks to
residents’ efforts to rehabilitate
BCCK.

“I had visited the penthouse in
1970. The decor was very plush. It
had wall-to-wall carpeting and
included a palatial stairway lead-
ing to the second floor. I heard that
it is now being offered for sale at a
very low price but it requires
major renovations,” recalled
Chiew.

(Top) Previously,
roadside stalls
operating near .
the building
entrance made
the area very
congested and
caused hygiene
and safety
issues.

(Left) During the
mid-1990s and
early 2000s,
errant tenants
habitually threw
rubbish out of
their kitchen
windows.—
Photos courtesy
of the block’s MC

Next to the lift on the 12th floor
in one the blocks is a wall that resi-
dents dubbed the “Lipstick Wall”
because it was marked by hun-
dreds of lipstick marks left behind
by call girls.

The marks were, however, paint-
ed over during the beautification
process.

Currently, the market price for
an apartment unit in BCCK is
between RM500,000 and
RM600,000.



