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DECISION IN TWO WEEKS 

ND · uOOSTER SHOT BES,T WAY 
TO CONTAIN SPREAD OF VIRUS' 
c \ 0 :2'-''-"\ ~~~<\. ') tJ..r l . t ,, 

This is beca,use 
immunity level 
would have waned 
and cases are still 
rising, says expert 

MAHAIZURA ABO MALIK 
KUALA LUMPUR 
news@nst.com.my 

A
DMINISTERING a sec­
ond Covid-19 booster 
dose to those aged below 
60 and without health 

problems will help contain the 
spread of the virus in the com­
munity. 

Public health expert Datuk Dr 
Zainal Ariffin Omar said the gov­
ernment could consider this mea­
sure as Covid-19 cases were ris-

+ing. 
"Giving a second booster dose 

to those below 60 and without 
health problems is a good pro­
posal. Perhaps, by now, the im­
munity level (against Covid-19) 
would have reduced. 

"Additionally, the number of 
cases is still high within the com­
munity," he told Harian Metro. ' 

He said this in response to the 
move by the Technical Working 
Group for Vaccination (~WG) to 
look into the recommendation of 
administering a second Covid-19 

FINALISING MoU 

Commuters wearing face masks on a mass rapid transit train in Kuala Lumpur yesterday: PIC BY GENES 
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booster dose to individuals aged 
below 60 and without health is­
sues. 

Dr Zainal said this was the most 
effective way to contain the spread 
of the virus. 

"Apart from the second booster 
dose, the public cannot let their 
guard down and must put on 
their face masks. 

"Those who show symptoms 
must self-quarantine and avoid 
public spaces to stop the virus 

from spreading." 
On Friday, Health Minister 

Khairy Jamaluddin said the TWG's 
decision on the matt~r would be 
announced within two weeks. 

He said the TWG,also recom­
mended the booster dose for chil­
dren aged between 12 and 17 who 
were moderately or severely im­
munocompromised to be re-cat­
egorised as a third dose and com­
plement the primary doses. 

In a press conference at the Par-

liament building on Friday, Khairy 
said this move was to provide op­
timum protection to teenagers 
against severe Covid-19 symp­
toms. 

Khairy also warned of a fourth 
Covid-19 wave following the de­
tection of the Omicron BA.5 sub­
variant in the country. 

He urged those who had yet to 
get their . booster shots to do so, 
especially those in the high-risk 
category. 

'Malaysia to get 
maids from Cambodia' 
GOPENG: The Human Resources 
Ministry will table a proposal to 
the cabinet on a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) to bring in 
maids from Cambodia. 

Minister Datuk Seri M. Sara­
vanan yesterday said his ministry 
had gone through various stages 
of the matter and that the MoU 
was expected to be completed 
soon. 

"We are in the process (of fi­
nalising the details) and it will 
take time, but we are trying to 
speed it up. 

"I will present the proposed 
MoU to the cabinet to bring in 

foreign workers, especially Mus­
lim maids from Cambodia," he 
said after the groundbreaking for 
the Gopeng Bell Tamil Youth Club 
House here. 

Saravanan was responding to 
questions about the govern­
ment's proposal to bring in maids 
from countries other than In­
donesia. 

"I have had discussions with 
the Cambodian government and 
they will provide us the oppor­
tunity (to bring in maids)." 

He said Malaysia had begun re­
ceiving maids from Indonesia 
fromJulyl. 

Human Resources Minister Datuk Seri M. Saravanan (centre) 
speaking after the groundbrealdng for the Gopeng Bell Tamil Youth 
Club House in Gopeng_yesterday. PIC BY L. MANIMARAN 

3,589 new 
Covid-19 cases 
recorded 
on Friday 
KUALA LUMPUR: Daily new Covid-
19 infections dropped slightly to 
3,589 cases on Friday from 4,020 
cases on Thursday. 

Of the new infections, three 
were imported an.d 3,586 were lo­
cal transmissions. 

Data on the Health Ministry's 
CovidNow portal showed that 
there were 2,224 recoveries and 
six deaths, including two brought­
in-dead cases in Melaka and Se­
langor. 

Selangor and Kuala Lumpur, 
which registered 1,261 and 1,083 
cases, respectively, remained the 
highest contributors to the daily 
cases. 

The states that recorded three­
digit cases were Perak, which 
logged 275 infections, followed 
by 198 in Negri Sembilan, 176 in 
Sabah and 121 in Penang. 

There remaining cases were in 
Melal<a (97), Putrajaya (74), Johor 
(69), Sarawak (59), Kedah (55), Pa­
hang (46), Perlis 26), Kelantan (21), 
Labuan (17) and Terengganu (11). 

On Friday, 525 Covid-19 pa­
tients were admitted to hospitals. 
The Covid-19 normal beds util­
isation rate stood at 19.4 per cent, 
intensive care unit beds at 10.2 
per cent and Covid-19 quarantine 
and treatment centres (PKRC) 
beds at 23.7 per cent. 

Of the 35.,198 active Covid-19 
cases recorded, 33,888 patients 
are undergoing home quarantine, 
1,241 are being treated at hospi­
tals, 42 are warded at ICU and 27 
are isolated at PKRC. 

About 25 ICU patients are on 
ventilator support. 

The DTI Persiaran Wawasan 2 
cluster was identified in a deten­
tion centre in Kangar, Perlis, on 
Friday. 

Currently, 22 cases are linked to 
this cluster with a positivity rat~ 
of 73.3 per cent. 

On Friday, Health Minister 
Khairy Jamaluddin said Malaysia 
had entered a new Covid-19 wave 
and that his ministry expected a 
rise in new cases from Omicron 
subvariants, particularly BA.5. 

He said BA.5 was the most 
transmissible version of Covid -19 
compared with the BA.1 and BA.2 
Omicron sub-variants. 

He said BA.5 could re-infect 
those who had been infected with 
Omicron because the sub-variant 
had immune-escaping proper­
ties. 

A total of 4,589,911 people have 
been infected with the coron­
avirus in the country, 4,518,912 of 
whom have recovered. 

A total of 35,801 patients have 
died. 


