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Flyover in Bangsar reopens after two-month delay 
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The new flyover. 
Exit ramp towards Pusat Bandar 
Damansara MRT station. 
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By FARID WAHAB 
faridwahab@thestar.com.nw 

Star Metro report on June :1.3, had 
said the left lane would be opened· 
in December. 

AFTER a two-month delay, the fly7 
over from Jalan Maarof heading 
towardsJalan Sernantan in 
Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur, has final-

The upgrading ·works were 
undertaken by SPRINT Highway. 

The flyover from Jalan Maarof to Jalan Semantan in Bangsar can now be used.- ART CHEN/The Star 

ly reopened. · 
The 1.34krn three-lane flyover 

was closed on Oct 29 last year .to 
facilitate upgrading works and 
was supposed to reopen in May. 

A ~heck by' Star Metro on the 
first day of operation on July 1 
found two out of three lanes were 
accessible to motorists. 

An exit ramp from the right 
lane heading towards Pusat 
Bandar Darnansara MRT station 
was also operational. (See map) 

The leftmost lane was still 
closed for construction. Kuala 
Lumpur City Hall (DBKL), in a 

the unoccupied stalls. 
"'This way, we can promote 

the market and attract more visi­
tors. 

"Anyone interested to trade in 
this market can go to the coun­
cil's office at the Urban 
Transformation Centre to apply 
for a stall," she added. 

Fruit seller Lee Kok Hock, 68, 
has been trading at the market 
for more than 30 years. 

"It is very hot here, so I hope 
more fans can be installed," he 
said. 

He prefers that the whole 
structure remain and not be torn 
down. 

"If the market is rebuilt, trad­
. ers will have to relocate," said 
Lee. · 

Fried noodles seller Woo Chee 
Keong, 56, also complained about 
the poor ventilation system. 

"I hope big fans are installed 
so that traders and rnarket-goers 
will be more comfortable." 

Liew Chean Hong, 55, who 
runs a sundry shop inside the 
market, said the drainage system 
needed to be upgraded. 

"The market is old but the 
structure is still okay and does 
not need rebuilding. 

"Renovation should suffice for 
now," he said. 

Chang Yoke Kew, 52, wHo has 
been selling traditionalJ:?iscuits 
for more than 30 years, said it . 
was hot and stuffy inside the 
market. 

She said the lighting was very 
dim and she had to instal two 
fluorescent lights on her own at 
her stall to brighten up the area. 

"The flooring is also uneven, 
resulting in elderly customers 
tripping and falling. 

"I am hoping that the market 

Traffic barriers can still be seen 
lining certain spots on the flyover. 

Bangsar resident Datuk M. Ali, 
when contacted, urged the rele­
vant parties to expedite the site 
clean-up. 

He said the drainage there was 
filled with debris and needed to 
be cleared to prevent water run­
off during downpours. 

"Reinforced walls need tb be 
built at sharp bends on the fiyo­
ver to ensure safety of motorists," 
he added. . 

·Motorist Hariz Rahman said 
a convex mirror should be 
mstalled at the exit ramp heading 
into Jalan Maarof. 
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will be brighter, cleaner and 
more airy after the renovation is 
completed," she · added. 

Nga, during a press confer­
ence, said the RM3.46rnil alloca­
tion carne from the ministry, . 
Ipoh City Council and Choy's allo­
cation. 

He said funds had also been 
set aside for gutter and roof · 
repairs at Taman Cernpaka busi­
ness square as well as widening · 
and resurfacing of roads, besides 
construction of drains in 
Buntong, First Garden in Silibin 
and Lapangan Siber in Bandar 
Seri Botani. 

"The first phase of renovation 
involved the rebuilding of Pasir 
Pinji wet market and upgrading 
of the central market. 

"It is hard to see vehicles corn­
ing· from the left when merging. 
This can cause an accident," he 
said, adding tl!at more streetlight­
ing was also neede(j. 

Previously, motorists from 
Petaling Jaya needed to make a 
U-turn before the flyover to head 
towards Jalan Maarof. 

The U-turn has been removed. 
Now, motorists must go.up the 

flyover before taking the exit 
heading towards Jalan Maarof. 

SPRINT Highway, in a 
Star Metro report on March 22, 
said this change Was rneari.t to 
ensure smoother traffic flow in 

·the area. 

high-impact projects (phase 1 
and 2)," he added. 

Nga, who is also Kepayang 
assemblyman, said Ipoh with a. 
population of720,000 was fast 
becoming a popular centre of 
·tourism, commerce, sports, edu­
cation and finance. 

He said the high-impact pro­
jects would ensure Ipoh remain 
prosperous, safe and dynamic. 

Hard Rock Cafe recently 
announced its plans to open in 
Ipoh, he noted. 

"I am urging other famous 
franchis-es to open branches here 
to enhance tourism. 

"Ipoh was mentioned in first 
spot in the '18 of Asia's Most 
Underrated Places' list by CNN 
Travel portallctst year, so there is 
·great potential for expansion · 
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StarMetro's article on June 13. 

The Simee wet market 
was bui lt in 1957. 
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Liew says 
renovation 
will suffice 
for now as 
the structure 
of the 
market is 
okay. 

Lee hopes 
more fans 
can be 
installed as 
it is very hot 
inside the 
market. 

"With the RM3.46rnil 
announced, Ipoh will be receiv­
ing a total of RM25rnil for 

. with effective planning," Nga 
added. The toilets at Simee wet market will be upgraded. 


