
.. 

Key safeguard: The Batu retention pond in Kuala. Lump~r is vita.l for flood protection of surrounding areas. - iZZRAFIQ AUAS/The S~r 
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~~;~~:::=:: .. rn 'Safety shou.ld supersede 
~~~;£{£~~~e(i~~a~tion pro.fit' at' .· retent•lon po· nds'. 
disappointed that their efforts in · . 
creating policies to protect the 
city's water bodies from flooding ' 

arebeingreversedtobenefit Experts· Any move to alienate surrounding land putS'COmmunities at risk developers. • l J . . 
They are increasingly con- . ( S" J\Jt't :a.o1.~ '") 4t..A-.,... , ,,. e:fl · · · · 

cerned about decisions to ap_en- · "' · · 
ate land surroun'diri'g flood reten­
tion pqnds, thereby overlooking 
recommendations and technical 

• .' conditions that had been put in 
to prote!;t flood retention ponds, 
mining ponds, lakes and rivers .. 

They view the move as a 
short-sighted approach to- devel­
opment that-prioritises profit, 
and.say,it will make flood mitiga­
tion efforts even more difficult in 
the long run. 

Former DBKL Drainage and 
River Management Department 
director Hooi Yoke Meng said 
that ;ill efforts ·and work put into 
the Kuala Lumpur City Plan 2020 
(KLCP2020) on flood prevention 
seemed to have been for nothing. 
· Hooi said he had worked with 
DBKL's Master Plan Department 
director Zainab Mohd Ghazali on 
the draft plan in the early 2000s 
to · ensure that land surrounding 
flood retention ppnds would be 
safeguarded from development. 

'We put in recommendations 
for buffer conditions in the 
KLCP2020. 

·"During the drafting of the 
plan, I remember how Zainab 
insisted that we pvt conditions to 
make it difficult for anyone to 
develop land surrounding the 

. ponds. 
"During my time in DBKL, . 

developers and even a (former). 
mayor carne to see me to ask if 
they could take sand from the. 
city's mining ponds, I said 'no 
~!lY· 

"If you.t:ake too much sand 
ffom mining ponds, the .embank­
ment will collapse and increase 
the likelihood of floods," he said. 

' · Hooi added that he had 
. ensured the ponds were fenc~d 
up to prevent people from 
encroaching and stealing sand or 
using them for sand-washing 
activities. 

'We were always fighting to 
protect our pends like Bohol 
:!Jom developers, which is why 
we tried very hard to gazette the 
ponds, at least the ones under 
DBKL's jurisdiction," he said. 

Hooi, who retired 10 years ago, 
said the bigger ponds like Batu 
and Taman Wahyu were under 

.. 
A bird's eye view of the taman Desa retention pond in Kuala Lumpur. -:- Filepic . . . 
for development. • . 

"How did this happen?" 
Taman Wahyu and Delima 

ponds were approved for devel­
opment in 2017, while Btl.tu and 
Batu 4 112 ponds were transferred 
to a third party, wliich means 
fuat the land surrouniling the 
pon4s is now under threat of• 
being used for deveioprnent. 

Last month, the government 
cancelled the proposed aliena" 
tion of land surrounding the 
Bohol flopd retention pond in 
Seputeh to a private developer, 
following the company's failure 
to· fulfil key technical require­
ments. 

·conditions ~for fun'. 
"Those technical requirements 

were put in to safeguard not only 
the ponds but also the safety of 
communities living around these . 
water bodies and for future gen­
erations," said foriner DID 
director-general Datuk Abdullah 
Isnin .• 

"Based on studies done by · 
·DID and Japan International 
Gooperation Agency (Jica) 

backin the 1990s, it 'was· agree"d 
that ex-mining ponds should not 
be developed. . 

''The area surrounding the 
ponds is crucial for flood mitiga­
tion." . 

Concurring With Abdullah,. 
another former DID director-gen-

• eral Datuk Not Hisharn Mohd 
Ghazali, said that a.part from 
space that was needed for the 
pond's expansion in the future, 

th.e SOrn setback was c.ruciai for 
monitoring purposes . . 

"Essentially; the pond must be 
given room to expand and any 
activities on the land surround­
ing it must be easily monitored," 
he said. 

He added tha,t the buffer was 
also important for flora and· 
fa,una around the area to thrive. 

"If you put a park there with 
walking trails - that's fine, but 

I 
DID's jurisdiction. Community safety · 

''DID wanted to carry out flood 
mitigation works to protect 
Sungai Gombak, but today; sadly 
both ponds have been alienated 

Hooi says buffer conditions are 
worked into Kuala Lumpu~ City 
Plan 2020 to safeguard .land 
surrounding ponds. 

H,ooi is not the only senior civil 
servant who is disappointed. 

'We didn't put in those buffer 

Abdullah says technical 
requirem~nts are put in for 
the safety of communities . 
living near r;}ention ponds. 

City folk are concerned that if this retention pond in TamanWahyu, Kepong, is developed, it will reduce the 
water retention capability in Kuala Lumpur. - Filepic. 
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0 ~ Nor Hisham Ahmad Dahlan says 
~ 0 t.here are technic~ I requirements 

. , · to ensu~e a retention pond's 

Balachandran says there cannot 
be any encroachment into tl'\t! .. 
buffer area surrounding retention 
ponds. · Vehicles in Kuala Lumpur city centre during the 2021 floods. - Filepic capacity is not compromised .. , 

building any permqnent struc­
ture is a no-no. We need space 
for the water," he said. 

Former DID engineer 
Balachandran Naicker said 
reserve land surrounding flood 
ponds were sacrosanct. 
· • "It cannot be touched and that 
includes the drain reserves, too. 

''There cannot be any 
encroachment into the buffer 
area. 

"In the long run, with climate 
change and global warming, 

. those buffers need to be wid­
ened, that's why we have rivers, 
retention ponds, drains and even 
road reserves in .the first place," 
he said. 

All of the engin~ers stressed 
that the ponds need to be desilt­
ed and maintained regularly. 
· "Historically even after the big 

, flood of 1971, flood mitigation 
efforts involved re&.,tructuring the 
three majh rivers of Sungai Batu, 
Sungai Gombak anq Sungai ' 
Klang, as well as deepening a:o,d 
widening the tributaries. 

"Our defe11ce against flooding 
also involved creating retention 
ponds to prevent low-lying areas 
from flooding as well as building 
three main dams at each river," 
said Balachandran. 

ment purposes, any landscaping 
or structures built on the land 
must also take into account the 
SOm-setback rule. 0 

Mubammad Yasir said this 
would ensure that the area sur­

. rounding the edge of ponds 
would not be affected by devel­
opment. 

He addeci that a . developer was 
required by ·DID to submit an 
erosion aud sediment control 
plan and final tilJe survey report 
before commencing work. 

"We are not anti-establishment 
or anti-development," said 
Abdullah. 1 

"Our duty as engineers and 
technical experts js to protect the · 
environment. 

"If we don't do it, future gener­
ations will blame us for destroy­
ing the environment and I -don't 
want that on my conscience.." 

Former Kuala Lumpur mayor · 
Datuk Seri Nor Hisham Ahmad 
Dahlan said developmel)t could 
take place as long as all rules per­
taining to land zoning and densi­
ty were adhered to and public 
feedback sought. 

Nor Hi~am, who was mayor 
from Oct 2, 2018 to Sept 30, 2020, 

. said: ''There are rulE¥> and condi­
tions put forward before devel- 0 

opment orders are issued, and 
this mu~t be done by the book. 

"When it c9mes to developing 
land near_ fl6od retention ponds, 
there are many technical 
requirements and t;:onditio'ns that 
need to be fulfilled before devel­
opmeJ;lt is allowed. 

''This is crucial so that the 
pond's capacity is not compro­
mised. 

'.'1 faced a lot of interference 
from developers back then. I was 
not very popular but we have to 
do our jobs with a clear con­
science," he said. 

In a 2008 media report, former 
DID director-general Datuk 
Keizrul Abdullah suggested that 
the government gazette land sur~ 
rounding flood retention ponds. 

He said several parties had 
been eyeing flood.mitigation 
ponds for development. 

When the Dec 18, 2021, floods 
happened, several.Kuala Lumpur 

MPs called on the Malaysian · 
hnti-Corruption Commission 
(MACC) and the police to investi­
gate possible abuse of power 
af'ter six retention ponds in the 
city were approved for develop­
ment. 

Lembah.Pantai MP Fahmi 
Fadzii, Segambut MP Hannah 
Yeah and Charas MP Tan Kok 
Wai lodgel:l reports on Jan 1, 
2022, at the Sentul police station. 

Citing the Auditor-General's 
Report 2019 Series 2, the six 
retention ponds in question wsre 
Batu, Nanyang,Delim~ Taman 
Wahyu, Batu 41/2 and Tan'\an 
De sa. 

Based on the AG's report, the 
pond-land had been approved . 
for transfer of ownership by PTG­
WP to four companies for resi­
dential and mixed development. 

_The MPs had called on the 

Common conditions for development near river/pond 
Entrance and exit into pond area should not be bloeked 

Perimeter 
fencing 

News 3 

Nor Hisham Mohd Ghazali says 
the 50h1 setback is crucial for 
monitoring purposes-and potential 
pond expansion. 

autliorities to investigate parties 
involved in the transfer of own­
ership for all ponds-and if there 
were any elements of power 
abuse. · 

They were referring to the 
Taman Wahyu pond, which is· 
part of the Sungai Jinjang Flood 
Retention Pond, whereby parts of 
the 32.3ha pond was transferred 
to a private developer on Oct 9, 
2015, for a mixed development. 

011 March 16 the same year, 
then 'deputy Federal Territories 
minister Datuk Seri Jal;:rluddin 
Alias clarified in Par:Uament that 
of the six ponds, only Taman 
Wahyu and Delima in Kepong 
were approved for development. 

Engineers and environmental 
experts have continued to push 
for the gazettement of remaining 
ponds to prevent land alienation 
for development. , · 

Wiu,A 

·In an exclusive interview last 
year, former Federal Teriitories 
of Kuala Lumpur Land and 
Mines Office·(PTGWP) director 
Datuk Muhammad Yasir Yahya · 
told Star Metro that for !egazette-

"When I was mayor, there 
were a few cases pertaining to 
development on fl0od retention 

· ponds in Kuala Lumpur. 

River corridor River reserve River reserve • River corridor ' 

Source~ Drainage and Irrigation Department (DID) · ~Sflrciraphics 
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