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Historically significant 
landmarks in the coun~ry 
unearth a past that is worth 
remembering and retelling. 

.. 

By CHESTER CHiN and 
MELODY L. GOH 
lifestyle@thestar.com.my 

Historically-vibrant places like 
Melaka, George Town. Ipoh, Ruching, 
Kota Kinabalu and Kuala Lumpur-

. - with their colourful past and rich mUl­
ticUltural makeup - are primed to tap 
into this evergreen market. 

WHEN it comes to historical land­
marks, Malaysia has many significant 
structures that are still standing today. 
From imposing fortresses to calming 
places of worship and beautiful monu­
:rp.ents, these landmarks showcase the · 
country's illustrious past. 

The existence of these venues also 
helps boost Malaysia's appeal as a holi­
day destination, especially when it 
tomes to heritage tourism. . · 

Sometimes referred to as historical 
tourism, heritage tourism is the act of 
travelling with the purpose of explor­
ing the history and heritage of a place. 

Prior to the pandemic, the United 
Nations World Tourism Organisation 
(UNWTO) reported that heritage tour-
ism generates about US$327bil · 
(RM1.367tril) yearly in the Asia Pacific 
region. 

In the case of George Town in 
Penang, heritage tourism there blos­
somed after the island city, and the 
state of Melaka, were jointly listed as 
Unesco World Heritage Sites in 2008. 

However, tourism in· historical plac­
es is not without its challenges. Experts 
have noted that_sustainability inherit­
age tourism is a somewhat delicate _ 
matter. 

On the UNWTO website, it states: 
"One of the main motivations of tour­
ism is mankind's inherent curiosity 
and desire to explore Cl,lltural identities 
across the world. Natural and cultural 
heritage sites, including scenic land­
scapes and revitalised historic towns, 
are prized tourism assets that distin­
guish one destination from another. 

"Yet as cultural heritage attractions 
are unique and fragile by nature, it is 
fundamental that tourism authorities 
study how to best develop these cUltur· 
al heritage sites while protecting and 
preserving them for the long-term," 

In Malaysia, the National Heritage 
Department (JWN) and the National 
Heritage Act 2005 are in' place to guard 
both tangible and intangible national 
heritage. · 
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,JWN deputy clirecto~ general 
Moharnad Muda Bahadin, in a 
previous interview with The Star, 
noted that a good maJ;~agement 
plan of heritage sites Is vital for 
tourism. 

"Herttage site$ that are main­
tained Well will ensute the safety 
of tr11VIillers. This will Inadvert­
ently encourage more visitors to 
thecounuy. 

"Besides, a well-maintained 
herilage site is usually more 
interesting' and ishetter aJ>Ie to 
showcase the refinement work 
that has been done to the pial: e.• 
he~ 

During the tah1ing of Budget 
2021, RMlOmll was allocated to 
preserve national heritage build­
ings as Iconic touiistspots are 
vital towards sttexu:tl\eoing the 
country's tourist offel'lngs. 

What's for certain is that travel­
lers will hilve many historical 
attractions to 11isit In the cbuntry. 
With Malaysia Day around the 
corner, now is a good tlrne to take 
a walk down memory lane at 
some oithe historically fascinat­
ing sites Jn tbe country. 

We checked ont some of these 
places. 

STADTHUYS, MELAKA 
Slruated 1n the heart of Melaka 

is an arresting red building called 
the Stadthuys. Bllilt during the 
Dutch era In the countty. the com­
plex In its entirety - inch(ding the 
counyards-covers approximately 
lha. 

Construction of the bullding was 
completed ln 16SO by the Out& 
Eastlndia Company. nine years 

' after t,l\e capture of Melal<a from 
the Porruguese.ln 1641. The struc­
ture sub$equently served as the .. 
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IPOH RAILWAY STATION 
1M fpoh RailWay Station 

began construction 1n 1894, 
when tra.cks were JJrst laid 
through tbe t0wn for the Perak 
Railway. The station served the 
town for 20 years until its consol­
idation into the Federated Malay 
States Railways. 

Then. in 1914. construction for 
a, new railway station took place. 
this time with an adjoining hotel, 
torepl,al;e the flrston,e. l11is new 
station was designed by Well­
known English arChitect Arthur 
Benison Bullback, who also 
designed the CartQ$3 Sed Negara 
and Masjid it:J KL. among oth~r 
iconicbuildingsin Malaysia. 

The JpohJ!ailway Smtion was 
finally opened in 1917, thougn ~t 
the time; the Majestic Station 
Hotel was not fully oompleted 
yet. Due to the sll,onage of mat~ 
rials and rising costs due t'l 
World War 1, the construction of 
the hotel was held back for many 
years; it was 1iruilly open~d in 
1935. 

The blli!ding was often 
referred to as •the Taj ,Maluil of 
lpolt" by locals. tha,tll<s to its 
BritislrRaj-style facade that 
Jncluded Moorish domes, 

Dutch's main admlnistrative centre 
until Melal<liwas fumded over to 
the Brttish in 1824. 

The complex continued to serve 
as the government'sadmlnistrative 
complex untll1957. 1t was finally 
converted into a state museum 1n 
1984. L~ ltislorians have men­
tioned that the Stadthuys was the 
oldest siU'Viving and beS!_p~ 
served adtninJ:,trative btlllilliig In 
the region. LoCated at )alan 
Lal<samall!l, beside 1l>e Christ 
Church, the complel'is certainly a 
must-visit for visitors to Melaka. 
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turrets and verandahs. 
Today, the lpoh Railway 

Station provides a J?Opular back­
~op for photography enthusi­
asts. !tis located Mthin the lpoh 
Station Square, where a cenolllplt 
has been erected to honour those 
who lost their lives in World War 

ISTANA BANDAR, SELANGOR 
Located in Jugra, the fonner 

royal capital of Selangor, the lstana 
Bandar was builtin 1906 during 
the reign of Sultan Alaeddin 
Su.laiml!n Sbah. Sultan Alaeddin 
resided at the palace for 35 years 
and upon his' demise in 1938. the 
palace was abandoned but bas 
since been restored. 

The beauti{ul consezvation work 
was lland1ed by the Sclangor State 
Malay Custom and fferitagc 
Corporation (PADAT), which con­
tinues to maintaln the palace today. 

!stana llandar is one of the old· 
est MalaY palaces in the region that 
still r~a1ns !IS original design. 

There are various inJluences on 
the design of this b'!iJding. Moorish 
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FORT MARGHERITA, 
SARAWAK 

landJL 
Ipoh Slation Square 1s also the 

starting point for doing the lpoh 
Heritage Trall 1"JJ]ll, where you 
wiJ,1 alsO come ao:oss other colo­
nial buildings like lpolt Hlgh 
Court.lpoh Town Hall ana the 
Old Post Office. 

tndlan elements are foundln tbe 
~of the roofwhlle Chinese 
and Western styles can be seen on 
the columns and doors. 

!stana Bandar is also lu!own as 
the palace with 40 rooms. Roam 
around the va(i.clus chambers in 
the two-storey building and check 
.out its Interiors for~ sense of how 
tltlngs were like in the past. 

On top ofthat, Lstana Bandar'is 
situated on a piece ofla,nd that is 
Shain s!Ze. so there'S pleltty for Vis­
itors to explore. You can also head 
next door to check out tl;le Sultan 
Ala'eddinRoyalMosque. 

The lterilage landmark stands 
tall In the _present day as a mark of 
the Selangor sultanate's illustrious 
past. 

River - was well equipped to pro­
tect the dty from nver-bQ.rne 
mvasions. 

Consll'UCted in 1879 byChar.les 
Brooke. who was then the ruler 
of Satawak, this historical monu-
1\Wtt is one of ilte country's most 
imJ.)Ortant monuments. The for­
mer funress played a vital role in 
th~, gwmlln_~ Kuching's rlvei 
a afi enemies. 

II na:med ~ lll'ooke's 

With itswhiltH'(aShed SO:Uc­
ture that resembles an £nglish 
castle. me three-storey fortress is 
a 'popular tourist spot in Sarawal<. 

in 197:1, it was turned Jnto the 
Police Muse11JT\. )lUttoday, the 
venue houses Th~ llrool<e GaUery 
wb!dt displays memorabilia of 
the Brookb dynasty. 

beloved wtfl!, Margaret de WindL 
"""' - the tllle of the 

their 

Gazetted as a Historical 
MOnument and Site In 1971 
~lcJul~ies Otrdiljomce 1971), fort 
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SULTAN ABU BAKAR 
~OSQUE, JOHOR 

The Sultan Abu Bal<ar Mosque 
;,.; -a state mosque commissiqned 
by Its namesake- the first sult~n 
of "Modern.)ohol"", Sultan Abu 
Dakar. The building ts reminis­
cent of a majestic mansion ~th 
Victorian and Moghul architec­
tural inlluences. 

c;onstruction of the l'\Osque 
began in 1892. and in 1900, it 
was finally complete and ready 
for J!Se. • . 

The main prayer hall J.s fitted 
with beautiful Roman pillars, 
dazz.llng chandeliers{ ~d a gild­
ed mimbar from Tur.Kiye. On 
'each side of the bUilding J.s a 
tnlnaret with a dome that's .{our 
storeys,hlgh. 

One unique feature of this 
mosque is its wall moulrung, 

which 1s found along the exteri­
or. The m~in functions of these 
mou1tllngs are t.o prevent rain 
water from Oo,ving on tbe sur­
face of the wall and e~;~terlng 
the windows or any oqter open­
ings. 
Th~ view of the Tebrau Strait 

nearby adds a magical feel to this 
hetitage bullding. 

Lt you're planning to visit as a 
tourist, do remember to wear 
approp~te attire; and respect 
the rules and regulali.ons set by 
the mosque. 

AlSo, try not to come ~uring 
ptayer times unless, 6f course, 
yonlntend to pray, 1n which case 
you are welcome to join tl\e con­
gregation. The exterinr of the 
mosque is sro.nning ln itself, so 
most tourists are bappy with Just 
tald.ng picrures outside of the 
bullding. 

SULTAN ABDUL SAMAD 
BUILDING, KUALA LUMPUR 

Situated across the hisloric 
Dataran Merdeka In the capital 
cityis one of the most treas­
ured heritage bulldings in the 
countty. The Sultan Abdul 
Samad Building is a 1ate-1,th 
century building that was 
named after the reignmg Sul­
tan of Selangor at the time oi 
1Is construction. 

PENANG TOWN HALL & 
CITY HALL 

Two bandsqme colol)ial. struc­
tures sit side-by-side at the 
waterfronL Esplanade in Penang 
- the Town Flail and City Hall 
buildings. The former. declared 
opened inl880, is the oldest 
municipal building in the state. 
As for the latter, it was one of the 
firstbuildin!ts in Penang to be 
jitted with electric lights and 
fans. 

The Town Hall's rooms were 
used as municipal offices unlit it 
was tal<en over by the City Hall 
when it was completed in 1903. 
However, the Town_HaD contin­
ued to be a popularvenue, esp'~ 
cially among .European~tes 
who gathered there for theatri­
cal performattces. Th.i;> caused 
tl\e locals to 'refer to the plaee as 
Ang Moh l<ol:lg lfuan, whlth 
roughly means ''European Club" 
in tbe l'enang Hokkien dialect. 

Tl\e Town Hall was also once 
used_ as a private college un.tillts 
recent J:et~Ovation in 2004. Today, 
tlie venue serves'as a public 
space that hosts art 'exhibitions 
and the yearly George Town 
Festival. The building is current­
ly (:)osed for its Stb renovation. 

Next i:loor, the City Hall bllild; 
ing still houses the P~nang Island 
City Council since 1904, a year 
after its completion. It was· 
lu!own as Municipal Offices until 

ST MICHAECS AND ALL 
ANGELS CHURCH 

The $t Michaers and All 
Angels Church is an Anldican 
church located 1n Sandaxan, 
Sal>ali. Designed by B. W: 
Mountfort, a New Zealand 
architeC!; the building was firs~ 
constructed in 1925~witb belian 
timber or ,ironwood. before 
brick,w;ts added. Finally, stones 
that wer~ sl!id to have been 
sourced from a nearby village 
called Buli Sim Sim, weN added 
to mal!e we building more 
secure. 

This rorned OllltMie 11 really 
good move as durlngWO'I'W-War 

J S 

Built by the architects A.C. 
Norman and R.A.J. Bidwell, it's 
eiiSDY recognisable than.k$ to 
its striking clock towtif and 
Moorish-style architecture. It 
has gone through several incar­
nations over we years. The 
structur-e was use(,! to bouse 
the Federated Malay States 
adintnlstrati·on in 1897, then 
the High Court and Supreme 
Court in 19?2 before beil)g 
occupied by. the Tourism and 

1957 when Britaln'ii Queen 
£112abeth l1 declared George 
Town, a city, and renamed U City 
Hall. the buildillg still ~;etains its 
original Eilwardian BarOque and 

n. Japanese forces tried to 
destroy the building but was 
unsuccessful. The outer strue: 
ture was not damagetl. making 
it e<~SY fDt builders to ~on­
struct the church a few years 
later. • 

Sl Mitllael's is one.of tbe few 
historic stone buildin~ in 
Sal>ah, and is said · 
to be the oldest 
stone 

1rave1 .j 

Culture MfniJiry In the pl't191d 
daY-

l'ormany ~ Ole.sultlm 
Abdul Samad:;mred 
a picture~ 4lirlng 
the national ~ .lbr 
some truly al'lli12:1nc p'hortr 
opportUllltles. coDl.ll viill a& 
night when the iat;lld.e 1$..111 
lightea up. You can alSOWD" 
rure to 1he neprl>Jr River Qf 

· Life for a sceruc aM rel8liiiW 
str'bU, 

Palladia.n architectural form. 
And within a stone's throw away 
is the Cel\otaph. one of the earli­
est war memorials ln the coun­
try, 

chu.cch in the Slate.Jr features 
beau$11 stained &lass windOWI 
that ate named "Window Of 
Remel'llbranre·Artd 'J'hti 
FdeQdshtPs WindoWS", wlllcb 
were donated by prlsollers 
-<:>f·war relatives tl;olii..AUBUalla. 

• Thiswasto~~lhe 
60th illlltl~ a(1he end ot 
World: w~ 0 lri.ZOOS-

tfte church Ia pan IJfthe 
sandakan Heritage TraJJ, whkh 
also !ndlldes a tOI.Il' of~ 

'--'"'" Agnea l<eiJll Ho~ was 
where Ame~ Agnes 
NewtOn ~(WfiDSe bollk 

Land .Below 2k Wtnd was·pob­
l.islled in 1939) 8Dd her fan\ily 
lived. 


