
angrung With the'conceptl>f 
. Malaysia Madani. 

The conversation revolved 
around the virtues, values and 
principles of Malaysia Madani 
and how religion could play an 
inclusive role in the develop
ment of a greater Malaysia. 

During the question-and-. 
answer session, a question was . 
raised about whether atheists, 
who numbered around 300,000 
in Malaysia, posed a threat to the 
nation. 

The moderator said as long as 
atheists did not break the law, · 

TO COMMEMORATE World 
Cleanup Day (WCD) and 60th 
Malaysia Day, Malaysian 
Humanitarian Foundation, 
(MHF) participated in "Jom 
Bersih KL'' organised by Kua1a 
Lumpur City ~all (DBKL) at 
Dataran DBKL. 

The objective of the 
progra!I\me was to increase 
awareness in the community 
about the importance of keeping . 
the environment clean and 
environmental sustainability 
through various activities 
related to cleanliness. 

World Cleanup Day Malaysia 
country leader and MHF 
executive director Henry Teh 
Kok Kheng said, 'We are excited 

. to explore how we can work 
together to help Malaysia 
achieve zerb waste' by 2030. 
' "This effort needs all of us to 

work together like a close-knit 
family, with one shared goal: the 
well~being of Malaysia." 

WCD stands as a global 
movement aimed at raising 
awareness about the looming 
threat of mismanaged waste 
worldwide. 

It strives to get 5% of each 
nation's population actively 
engaged in regular cleanup 
activities. 

In recent years, Malqysia has 

ffie responsibility o f parents to 
ensure their children received 
basic religious teachings. 

Another query revolved 
around the declining attendance 
of young people in churches, 
temples and mosques. 

- The panel stressed the impor
tance of instilling religious teach
ings from a young age to help 
~e youth" appreciate and prac
tise their respective religions. 

Aparticipant asked whether it 
was more appropriate to speak 
of religious tolerance or religious 
awareness and the panel unani-

Some 200 participants attended the interfaith forum at Church of St Francis of Assisi. 

mously agreed that religious 
awareness surpassed mere toler
ance. 

"I was excited yet exhausted 
after 3.5 hours of invigorating 
conversation and exchange 
between the panellists and the 
attendees," said Ravindran. 

The panel unanimously con
curred that healthy discussions 

like thls contributed to the bet
terment of society and Malaysia. 

Fr Xavier expressed the need 
for more such forums within the 
Malaysia Madani framework · 
while Poey emphasised how 
such forums went beyond social 
media discussions and promoted 
unity among Malaysians. · 

MUhammad Fairuz stressed 

the importance of exposing chil
dren to various cultures and 
practices beyond what schools 
offered, as thls would foster 
greater unity and understand
ing: 

The forum concluded with a 
closing address by Archbishop 
Leow, with a reminder that ''love 
unites while hate divides". 
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NGO goes to the ground to clean up· KL 

Malaysian Humanitarian -Foundation volunteers· at Jom Bersih KL organised by DBKL. 

seen around 30,000 volunteer 
participants annually in WCD 
activities. 

Given Malaysia's current 
population of about 34 million, 
the ideal number of volunteers 
should be 1. 7 million to make a 
significant impact: 

Some countries have already 

achieved remarkable volunteer 
participation rates, such as 
Slovenia and Kosovo, with rates 
at 13% and 11%, respectively. 

In Asia, nations like 
Kyrgyzstan (10%), Cambodia 
(5%),1n!}onesia (4%) and the 
Maldives (3%) are also making 
significant progress towards a 

cleaner, more sustainable future. 
MHF employs a multifaceted 

strategy to boost volunteer par
ticipation by offering various 

. opportunities for communitY 
clean-up. 

Volunteering can be done indi
vidually, with family and friends 
or as part of a corporate team. 

'We provide full support, 
including project help, training, 
digital tools and knowledge shar
ing, thanks to our global network 
of 191 WCD partners," said Teh. 

Malaysia grapples with the 
daunting challenge of over 
38,427metric tonn:es of munici
pal solid waste (MSW) generated 
daily, equating to approximately 
1.17kg ofwaste per person, 
according to 2021 data. 

The composition of MSW 
reveals a troubling predomi
nance of food waste; followed 
closely by plastics, paper, mixed 
organics, wood and other mate
rial~, with a staggering 82.5% 
destined for landfills. 

MHF, in close collaboration 
with diverse stakeholders such 
as Solid Waste Management and 
Public Cleansing Corporation 
(SWCorp) and local authorities 
from each state, aspires to make 
significant strides in addressing 
these distressing statistics, with 
a firm cormnitment to delivering 
measurable, auditable results by 
2025. ' 

'WCD is not just a one-day · 
event; it's a commitment to last
ing change," said Teh. 
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