
has come this far with the sup
port of the community;" he said. 

SNSM's Khalsa Land develop
ment committee members made 
arrangements with gurdwara or 
Sikh temples to ferry guests from 
withinSelangor and outside the 
state. 

Sarjit said the idea to have a 
"'- community-based centre was 
· mooted by SNSM leaders in 1998. 

The intention was to have a 
large enough place_ that would' 
serve as a centre of development 
for Sikh youth, where various 
activities could be held in addi
tion to also serving the needs of 
other segments of the Sikh com
munity. 

The committee is a dedicated 
arm of SNSM that oversees and 

_ manages operations of Khalsa 
Land. 

In a statement, the committee 
said various youth and family 
ca111ps, educational trips by stu
dents, family programmes, get-to-

gethers and community prayers 
had been held at the pla5=e over 
the last decade. . 

More thim 1,500 Sikhs visited 
Khalsa Land over the three-day 
event including members of other 
organisations such as Malaysian 
Gurdwaras Council, Ekta Club of 

. Kuala Lumplir and Selangor as 
well as the Perak-based Sikh 
Single Mothers Association. 

The anniversary celebration 
started with an Akhand Path, 
which is a three-<;lay continuous 
reading of the Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib Ji, followed by the singing 
of kirtan or devotional songs led 
by teachers and students from 
Gurmat Sangeet Academy. · 

The highlight was an open.air 
kirtan session under the stars, led 
by Malaysian-bqm Dya Singh 
who now resides in Melbourne, 
Australia. 

Other activities included a well
ness clinic by Ekta followed by a 
health talk and fun games for the · 

young and young-at-heart. _ 
A booth was also set up to sell 

Khalsa Land merchandise, includ
ing T -shirts, canvas bags, coffee 
mugs, umbrellas and pencil cases. 

Personalised 60sen postage . 
stamps depicting the 
ground-breaking ceremony of 
l<halsa Land on Sept 11, 2011, 
were distributed to visitors to 
commemorate the occasion. 

No Sikh religious occasion 
would be complete without food 
or Guru Ka Langgar, which was 
served to all visitors. ··• 

The volunteers helped make 
dishes such as chapati andpdra
tha, rijma saag (greens), vegetari
an nasi lemak, sweet rice and rice 
pudding, among others, not for
getting Punjabi masala tea. 

Other volunteers were kept 
busy preparing the ingredients, 
washing the dishes and ensuring 
Khalsa Land remained spick
and"span throughout the three 
days. Kiitan performance by Dya under the stars. 

Global cultural extravaganza set for September in KL 
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(From left) 
Zainariah, 
Azmi, Ting 
and Zubaidah 

' during the 
soft launch of · 
ICWC '23 at 
Panggung 
Sari Kompleks 
Kraf in Kuala · 
Lumpur. 

CHci:H< A By MEGAT SYAHAR 
megatsyahar@thestar.com.my 

MALAYSIA is hosting the first 
International Conference and 
Exhibition on World Cultures 
2023 (ICWC '23). 

Taking place from Sept 7 to 10 
at Matrade Exhibition and 
Convention Centre in Kuala 
Lurnpur,overSOcountrieswill 

· be participating in the four-day 
event that is aimed at fostering 
economic, social, environmental 
and gastronomic growth within 
the global tourism. industry. 

More than 10,000· expected vis
itors will have the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in a diverse 
range of cultural experiences. 

There will be 280 exhibits, 

six country pavilions, 20 tradi
tional massage stations, 30 
cultural performances as well 
as four cultural and artistic 
exhibitions. 

A total of 30 food trucks and 
40 food booths from various ~ 
countries will offer visitors local 
and traditional cuisines from 
across the globe. 

ICWC '23 president Azmi 
Mustapha said tourism served ·as 
a crucial pillar in the economy, 
generating employment and 
opportunities for nations. 

"ICWC '23 presents a tremen
dous opportunity for cross-cul
tural promotion among nations. 

''We aim to be a platform for 
all nations to showcase their dis
tinctive cultures and gain a deep-

er understanding of how to lev- • 
erage cultural tourism for eco- · 
nomic development while ensur
ing the preservation of .heritage," 
Azmi said during the soft launch 
of ICWC '23 at Panggung Sari -
Kompleks Kraf, Kuala Lumpur, 
which also featured cultural per
formances. 

Also present were Hasanah 
itrts Foundation culture and 
public spaces head Zairiariah 
Johari, Sarawak Tourism; 
Creative Industry and 
Performing Arts Deputy Minister 
(Tourism) Datuk Sebastian Ting 
and Istana Budaya director
general Zubaidah Mukhtar. 

Admission to ICWC '23 is free~ 
For details, visit www.icwc. · 
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