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‘Journey to Merdeka = = msmeneo
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: an £ When Kuala Lumpur was designated a
ey Ed awke AR IR - PENE 05 JUONE Federal Territory on Feb 1, 1974, the
Sl stripe and point in the star that had
i . e represented Singapore prior to its
el \ . e - 9 expulsion from the Federation were
d appropriated to represent the Federal
Territories. [
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|, MaiaySIa is one of the few countries that has managed to secure mdependence without bloodshed. Led by Tunku Abdul Rahman, Merdeka, Merdeka! -
- widely known as the Father of Independence, the journey to Merdeka was, regardless, long and hard-fought. Do you still recall the " |
I milestones that led to our independence? Here's a refresher. y : :
] (jU]y 27 1085 | >The conference proposed the Court of Appt-:-al of England/Reld | >The Act made provisions for > It established three branches of : ’ independent Federation of Malaya, - J |
f : ¥ o 1 - appointment of an independent Comission and included ! the Federation of Malaya the government: the legislative accompanied by its natlonal :
= Malayan General Election | commission to draft aconstitu- | constitutional experts from | (formerly the Protected States of branch (at the time the Federal anthem, Negaraku. This was . . |
‘ ; > The Federation of Malaya held | ?ion for a fully self—gqverning and England, Australia, India and | Johor, Kedah, Kelantan, Negeri * Legislative Council, until the1959 ' | followed by chants of “Merdekal” by 2 |
| its only pre-independence | independent Federation of Pakistan. Sembilan, Pahang, Perak, Perlis, general election); the executive | the crowd. . £
i ‘ election to the Federal Legislative | Malaya. This proposal was 3 o Selangor and Terengganu) and - | branch, led by the prime minister | - ‘ 2, >
Council, which resulted in a accepted by Queen Elizabeth II > Mempbers of the Commission the Settlements of Penang and | and cabinet ministers; and the : | > Prime minister-designate Tunku Jalur Gemil
[ -decisive win for the Alliarfce Party, and the Malay Rulers. travelled to every state in the Malacca to become an judicial branch, headed by the e Abdut Rahman later hailed the -1 aiur e_ml ang
I cornprising the‘Un'i.ted Malays ; Federation and received | inde_pendent sovereign country Federal Court. ceremony as “the greatest moment -Malaysia’s national flag, named “Jalur Gemilang”‘(Stripes of Glory),is .
| . National Organisation (l{mno), the }:eb 8 1956 memqranda from a number of - | and join the Commonwealth of ’ | in the life of the'Malayan people.” - - made up of 14 alternating red and white stripes and a blue rectangle in the
Malayan Chinese Assoelatton ) individuals and organisations, ' Nations on Aug 31, 1957. - A 80 »] 9 57 ! ¥ Y upper left corner, bearing a crescent and a 14-point star known as the
(MCA) and Malayan Indian Treaty of London 1956 such as the Alliance and the _ l ug ! Al 31 19 i : _- . Bintang Persekutuan (Federal Star), representing the country’s states and
Congress (MIC). > At the end of the constitutional Conference of Rulers. Aua 15. 1957 . Minutes to midnight - . g‘ ) “ | Y federal territories.
, _ by - | -conference, the Treaty of London g.lo, 2 > On the night of Aug 30, The birth of a nation - 4 : . :
h 'Z:ﬂgk‘ﬁft;?é’éﬁamjanqri,”tra . 1956 was signed to kickstart the . Feb 2'1 19 57 ] : gerggral Coqgtslt;ltlon | “crowds of excited citizens | > At the newly completed Merdeka : Meamng of Jalur Gemllang /
becarjne ghief Minister of the RpCpaR i fidependen Submission of draft : P e - CattSt gt e Royal StadlumamOnSKiAINEN. CEAREaPIS The Jalur Gemilang has a combination of.four colours: blue, yellow, red
e Federation of Malaya. | | >The constitution draft was Selangor Club field in \ | were present for the official and white. The design of the flag is symbolic of the country's states and
e o SRS crary ot (b ;nrbhr?\ Reid Commission | presented and debated by the Kuala Lumpurto ' = 5 ceremoné declaring the Federa- federal territories. The 14 points on the star represent unity, while the
. Gtatd for the Colonies. It was . Feb 20 1956 Mot ftted its working draft to a Federal Legislative Gouncil witness the historic | tion's ind pen&ence crescent refers to Islam as Malaysia's official religion. Yellow stands for
agreed that talks would be held iri Hiicatcrion °lr ('j"lg Committee, which before it was passed on this handover of power from <= | ~ p the royal colour of the Malay Rulers. Meanwhile, the dark blue canton on
1 2o e ; ission success included four representatives date the British. ; » | >Queen Ehzabe II's reprgsenta- the top left corner symbolises harmony and togetherness. Lastly, the
London to discus’s the drafting of ] from the Malay Rul i | tiverthe Duke of ClauE A | LS t >
a constitution in January the > After returning from London, e e - ' : | tve, the Duke of Gibucestey, alternating horizontal stripes of white and red mean purity and courage.
following year. ! Tunku Abdul Rahman made a om the Alliance A 27 T Q9 57 > At 11.58pm, two | presented Prime Minister Tunku i
’ brief speech in Melaka, announc- goverhment and the British High l Ug " minutes of darkness Abdul.Rahman with the ;B Flag history |
: ; ing that the Federation would | Commissioner, Donald ' Malayan Constltutlon = | wereobserved, andat ¢ W [ Dec]qrati,on of Independence;~ ¥ . ly
l J an 1 8 1 956 become independent on Aug 31, | MacGillivray. > The'ConskREnIOIkE ‘the stroke of midnight, . | gUcEs .| which Tunku read out loyd, a’ The current Malaysian flag is based on
E M B 1957 to shouts of “Merdekal” vl ' i 3 | the lights were turned B . concluding with seven shouts the flag of the Federation of Malaya. in
erdeka mission ! Federation of Malaya took effect e el : f “Merdekal” i = r 4 ;
i . JU y 31 1 957 | for the first time. ack on. o “Merdekal 3 1949, a year after the Federation was
> The constitutional conference . o . Q _ g ~ . set up, the Federal Legislative Gouncil
began in London, attended by a Ma [ Ch ’[ 9 56 Federauon of Malaya (7 > Adthe suner S of theland > The Union Jack was ( > The ceremony continued announced.a contest to design a new
delegation from the Federation of Reid Commission " Independence Act 1957 | it establishsd Aol aration sk lowered and replaced by = | with the raising of the natlongr 15 national flag. The competition garnered
Malaya. The delegation consisted i | ol Loy ; : . the new flag of the | flag of Malaya, accompa d 373 entries, of which three designs
Y ; > The Federation of Malaya | constitutional monarchy, with the . , g
> The constitutional commission, n y Y, :
of four representatives of the Independence Act 1957 was | *Yana di:Pertual i th , | by the national anthem, an were shortlisted and put forward to the
Malay Rulers, as well as Tunku | known as the.Reid Commission, : . 9 PR Ve | | % R | 21-gun salute. i public in a poll..
A B iR ahmanantthrae | was formed. It was headed by Bﬁr!‘isei‘d by tge Parhgment ofthe Head of _St'ate in a largely 4 ¢ A
! ministers from his cabinet. J | Lord William Reid, judge of the effect o'ﬂ?ﬁ,so(?;fe" SRSl ceremgnialigley 1 ‘ The first flag had a ring of 11 white
: stars on a blue background, with two
p 3 . S e red Malay keris (daggers) in the middle.
3 o - [ e . YW Fal “% 0 d o The second was similar, but with the
y 4 ; g % = / _ \ i white stars forming a constellationin =~ |
5 e 3 ' - - \ - the shape of a six-pointed star around |
: . _ g P, ) - the keris. The third had 11 blue and |
| f i, - e : : ! ». ' : e — = 3 4 white stripes and a red field in the T e |
) 34 | a = - = top-left corner with a white crescent T ——
| \ ’ 3 — -~ f 2 ' and five-pointed star on it. This design’ ] "
. \ : \\\/ : N , Sl : - ] - -;. was chosen as the winner. v .
X .
W ; J : k After tge winning design was chosen,
i ol b o . - ¥ the Federal Legislative Council decided
\.‘}; X‘( : R . - - E ,4 to make a fey changes. Datuk Onn
. \ £ g ' \ - wl Jaafar, a legistator in the Council,
T R - -y suggested that the red and blue
: : /] b colours be swapped, the crescent and e aa——
\ star to be changed from white to [ T ——
! 4 yellow, and six more points were to be
added to the star to make 11, the- v'
number of states in the Federation.
L_ - | B The final version of the Malayan flag was
J ‘ | - approved by King George VI on May 19,
i s E - 1950, and would continue to be used
= e. : - -l & T until 1963. After the formation of
3 Pira , — il A Malaysia, the flag was modified to reflect e .~ e —
= E = i e e T 35 : the addition of Sabah, Sarawak and e e
Singapore — three stripes were addéd, as ) :
aqaars ad arde 3 well as three points on the star. v
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The designer

3 . u. -'. e ompositio and the Specia anded the e sports ground wa eritage building i Mohamed Hamzah was the Malaysian
e co 3 ontest for a 0 ee of the am of Pera ; once a portant venue 00 put a stop to | architect who designed the national flag. The

preparing to celebrate aticnal anthe ational Anthe a : or sports and majo edevelopment pla 29-year-old, who was working for the Public
pendence Da as held e ed the fo 3 e ba 0 it elebratio 996, the at bega e 1990 | Works Department, hailed from Johor Baru.
J eb 9 0 ed song ega t g of Pop ae He entered the national flag design compe-
ackson held a conce a capa 0 tition with two designs. One of the designs

Budae at the stad old more than 20,000 made it to the final and was said to be

egars ore song prepared b : R pectato e ico influenced by the Johor state flag.

onso Solianc D.S.P Cro apt. Lentha A.T Read < i ael Jackso er ovatio 007, to The design underwent many changes
e Police alay A Radio Broadca g oI on period performance, legenda 0 emorate Mala before it became the country’s official
Orchestra leade Band directo directo ecto 956 to Aug 9 ho = ad A as 50th a ersa ' flag today.
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