PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

VITALTO KEEP ‘KAKI LIMA’ CLEAR

HERE is a five-foot way for
pedestrians in shophouse
areas.

This walkway is essen-
tial and welcomed by people. It was
designed by British town planners
and architects in Malaya and Singa-

have obtained Kuala Lumpur City
Hall approval to close the walkway.”

Another situation was about water
meters. In another section of shop-
houses, a utility company installed
new pipes and meter devices that
protrude onto the walkway.
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ey Jolpwi tie TR
ered pathway. ve-foot wayv is devices in the same
This facility ena- ﬁ f Ly place.”
bled pedestrians to  OUY proper ty When the safety
walk without getting of pedestrians was
wet or sunburnt. and we have raised, the reply was:
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obtained Kuala :
found all over the We're not sure
country, but they are Lumpur Clty how modern-day
blocked by fences, town planners and
motorbikes, goods Hall appr oval engineers approach
and clutter. safety requirements,
Keeping them to CIose the or whether kaki lima
clear of obstructions » will soon be phased
isastruggle forcoun- walkway 2 out by the authori-
cil enforcers. ties.

During a walka-
bout in Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur, a
few friends and I came across two
situations.

One was when some restaurant
operators placed tables and chairs on
the kaki lima. This is fine when the
walkway is wide and allows space for
pedestrians.

Butonerestaurant sealed (blocked)
the walkwaywith its own gate, forcing
pedestrians to walk outside the path.

When asked, the reply was: “The
five-foot way is our property and we

Perhaps it is time
for City Hall officials to observe how
the ground has been built up over the
years.

A check of the bylaws the shows
that it is essential to provide footways
for pedestrians along shophouses, but
it appears this has been sidelined to
accommodate dealing with custom-
ers and the desire to expand shop
space.
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The installation of new water pipes and meters on a city walkway can endanger

pedestrians. PIC COURTESY OF WRITER




