THE government has been
advised to establish a native tree
bank as a strategic step to miti-
gate climate change and provide
a sustainable solution to the
issue of fallen trees.

Institute of Landscape
Architects Malaysia (ILAM)
president Associate Professor Dr
Nor Atiah Ismail said the special-
ity of local trees lay in its resil-
ience, adaptation to weather,
quality of flora and fauna and
environmental ecology, which
could reduce the risk of fallen
trees threatening public safety
and property damage.

“With a tree bank, (if) any
untoward incident occurs, tree
replacement can be done and
solve the issue of high-risk trees
in Kuala Lumpur.

“So, we need native trees and
preferably the species come
from our own forests.

“The use of internal trees (spe-
cies native to country) is (how-
ever) insufficient because
healthy and beautiful trees
have been exported to Singapore
while we receive trees that are

‘Have native tree bank, don't lose pockets of greenery’

said to be cheap.

“For example, the (smallish)
bucida tree is not suitable for
our ecology because of the
aggressive nature of their roots,”
she said as a guest on the
‘Reaksi’ programme on Bernama
Radio.

In dealing with the issue of
fallen trees especially around
the capital, she said Kuala
Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) needed
to take decisive action by visual-
ly inspecting trees to identify
their condition and health.

“In Kuala Lumpur, trees are
located between tall buildings.
When the wind is strong, the
buildings create a wind tunnel
causing trees to fall, especially if
they are old and the roots have
decayed,” she added.

Assoc Prof Nor Atiah said
visual inspections could note
problems such as excessive fall-
en leaves, yellowing, broken
twigs or branches, cracked trees

or liquid oozing out of the roots.

Then a decision would be
made on whether the tree need-
ed to be treated or cut down.

“We should actually have a
database of which areas need
replacement, mitigation and we
ought to be constantly inspect-
ing and analysing,” she said,
insisting that every tree cut
down needed to be replaced to
ensure ecological balance.

Assoc Prof Nor Atiah also
expressed her dismay that Kuala
Lumpur only had 10% greenery,
which was insufficient com-
pared to Putrajaya’s 30% to 40%
foliage.

“With a higher capacity of
people (high density) and high-
rise buildings, that amount (10%
trees) is not enough.

“As this city is full of buildings,
we have to look at pocket spaces
that can be used as lush, green
lungs.”

Assoc Prof Nor Atiah said poli-
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added, had suggested partner-
ships with ride-sharing services
for discounted rates as this would
see more people opt for has-
sle-free commute,

To cut down on carbon emis-
sions, MBSA also plans to instal
electric vehicle charging stations,
said Noraidah.

Serjeet Singh, former sportsman
and hockey umpire in the 1980s,
said MBSA's plan to build an envi-
ronmentally sustainable sports
complex that used renewable
energy was forward thinking.

“MBSA is not only creating
an iconic venue but also advocat-
ing environmental stewardship
for future generations,” he added.

City councillor Muhammad

A

Noraidah says
the sports
complex will
embrace
sustainahle
innovations to
achieve energy
efficiency.

Shakir Ameer Mohideen said
MBSA’s plan would help reduce its
carbon footprint.

“It will influence sports fans or
those who attend concerts to fol-
low new standards in caring for
the environment.

“It is more than a sports com-
plex as the venue could also be
used for community, educational
and school events,” he added.

Councillor Vincent Chow
said MBSA’s approach in building
a sports complex with a sustaina-
ble future was a pivotal shift in
environmental responsibility.

“Efforts of this nature will
encourage a broader acceptance
that will see private sectors fol-
lowing suit,” he added.

MBSA Building Department architectural draughtsman Ahmad Nazmi
Samingan (right) and assistant architect Azmi Mohd Aris during a survey
of the proposed site for the Denai Alam Sports Complex.
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Assoc Prof Nor Atiah is dismayed about Kuala Lumpur’s 10% greenery,
which she says is insufficient. — Filepic

cy involvement from the govern-
ment was a good thing and must
be done so that the environment
and tree cover were in good con-
dition and resilient.

On May 15, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim had
ordered DBKL to plant 100 new
trees to replace every tree cut
down.



