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INTRODUCTION

The title of my keynote address this moming is ‘Vision of the 21st Century Urban Centres’,
a subject which I believe, should deserve our fullest attention as we journey towards the end
of the 20th Century.

We cannot run away from the fact that our urban centres throughout the world will undergo
dramatic changes due to rapid urbanisation process and advancement in the development of
science and technology.

We’ll soon be entering into the 21st Century environment with perhaps greater challenges
and with more complex problems to be encountered than we have ever experienced before.

We have therefore to prepare ourselves to meet these new challenges so that our future
generation of urban dwellers will not be made to suffer the consequences of ill-conceived
planning and poor environmental management undertaken by their predecessors.

It is with this thought in mind that I feel that this conference of city mayors today is of
utmost importance as a step forward in dealing with our current and future problems.

GROWTH OF URBAN CENTRES

Our cities and urban centres throughout the world will continue to grow and expand beyond
their present boundaries as population and human activities continue to increase.

It is estimated that urban population in the world today has reached close to 2.0 billion. In
the year 2000, this figure is likely to exceed 3.2 billion. It seems to me that no forces seem
tn*iair? i%em@le to stop this persistent trend of rural-urban migration involving large

§Qnu of pmp]{'r entering the already congested urban centres.
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