A BOOK club for
Petaling Jaya resi-
dents wfll be a F‘DDd
idea before the long-
awaited public library
takes shape.

This proposal was put
forward by PJ As-
semblyman Soong Siew
Hagug' king at th Kl

al at the weekly
mwl'l’f“g unfgthu PJ Rotary
Club at the Subang Golf
Club yesterday, he said
there was a crying need
for a publie library in the
town.

“A book club run by
interested members of
the public can serve in
the interim period before
a library is set up,” he
said.

Shelves

He estimated that it
would take ail least two
vears before a library
could be established due
to delays of one kind or
another.

“It is ironical that the
most developed and af-
fluent urban centre in Se-
I.ungur lacks this facil-
ity,” said Mr Soong.

The Selangor Library
Corporation at present
runs libraries at Jalan
Raja in Kuala Lumpur
{which is Lo be relocated
at Bhah Alam), Kajang,
Eelang, and a few small
townas.

Mr Soong suggested

that the proposed club be
e
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run along the lines of the
Kuala Lumpuyr Book
Club, which was later ab-
sorbed into the Selangor
Library at Jalan Raja.

He added that the co-
operation of the Petaling
Jaya Municipality
should be scught to get
the project off the

ground.

“The MPPJ can pro-
vide several thousand
books and some book
shelves, and even a place
for the club,” he said.

The MFPPJ had col-
lected a few thousand
books when it planned to
set up its own library
HEOME YEArs ago.

The project failed to
materialise when it was
decided that the State-
run lbrary corporation
was the proper or-
‘ganisation to maintain
such facilities.

As the MPPJ lacked
funds and personnel for
the lbrary, the books,
donated by companies
and individuals, were left
at the MPPJ premises.

Said Mr Socong: "The
book club can later on be
handed over to the M-
brary corporation as a
going concern and be in-
tegrated as part of its
State-wide library ser-
vice."

Challenge

Funds would have to
be railsed for main-
tenance and the running
of the club, he said.

He said service clubs
such as Rotary could
play & major role in get-
ting the club going.

“PJ residents should
take this challenge as a
first step towards the ca-
tablishment of their very
own library,” he added.

Mr Soong... crying
need for library



