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TO AID SENTENCING

It will be used in
Sabah, Sarawak
courts to save
judges’ time in
referring to past
cases, says top judge
OLIVIA MIWIL

KOTA KINABALU
news@nst.com.my

HE Malaysian judiciary

“made history yesterday

by employing Artificial

Intelligence (Al) in the

sentencing of two drug cases —

but not without objection from
the defence.

Counsel Hamid Ismail raised

the objection before magistrate

Jessica Ombou Kakayun for his
client, Denis Modili, who was
charged under Section 12(2) of
the Dangerous Drugs Act 1952
with possession of 0.01g of
methamphetamine in Kampung
Kobusak, Penampang, on Dec 16.

“The court should confine its
mind to materials available in the
court. Although the court has the
discretion to decide whether to
‘use Al or not, I fear it might affect
the court’s thinking in sentenc-
ing,” Hamid said.

Jessica replied that the use of
Al would aid decision-making,
using data based on arguments
by the defence and prosecution.

She said the Al would analyse
cases between 2014 and last year
in Sabah and Sarawak before
making recommendations.

Denis, a 43-year-old father of
seven, was sentenced to one
year’s jail, which will run con-

currently with an eight-month Tan Sri David Wong was present

jail sentence he was serving for atthe pmweddng&
another drug case. mns said he was sat-

Earlier, Jessica also isfied with the
sentenced Christo-
pher Divingson Main-
ol, 26, to nine months’
jail for drug posses-
sion. He was detained
for having 0.16g of
methamphetaminein
Kampung Cendera-
mata, Likas, on 001:22
last year. He, too, v)'as
represented by :
Hamid.

The AI had recom-
mended 10 months’
jail for Denis and nine
for Christopher after
their detai 8, 8

damages, thus
%ﬁﬂe for settlements before
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courts, would help to save the
judges’ time in referring to past
casesmanually The system is ex-

| to improve analysis and

make consistent recommenda-

tions.
Currently, the system is being
used for cases of drug possession
under Section 12 of the Danger-
ous | Act and rape under

 of the Penal Code.

"Wé in the process of ex-
panding it for civil cases relating

m le accidents in terms of

1g damages for injuries,
ally in three to six months,
t is a useful tool for the ju-

Mﬁ? Before going to trial, both

sides will know the amount of
lawyers can ne-

mtoeourt.
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