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27-year-old among eight dead 
Covi-d-19 has so far claimed 35 lives with 150 new cases reported 
By ASHLEY TANG 
ashleytang@thestar.com.my 

PETALING JAYA: A 27-year-old 
pecame the latest Covid-19 casualty. 
. on a day that eight deaths were 
reported, just as the Health Ministry 
drastically ramped up its capacity 
by preparing extra 19,200 beds to 
treat patients. 

Health director-general Datuk Dr 
Noor Hisham Abdullah said the 
young victim had a history of diabe
tes, high blood pressure and kidney 
problems. 

The country has now recorded 35 
deaths. 

"Of that total, 55 .6% were 
60-years-old and above, while 
67.6% suffered from chronic illness
es such as diabetes, hypertension, 
kidney and heart problems. 

''They are at further risk to devel-

op more serious -- eovid-19 symp
tor:ns," he said during his daily press 
conference in Putrajaya yesterday. 

Dr N oar Hisham also said there 
were 150 new Cdvid-19 cases, bring
ing the cumulative total to 2,4 70. 

He added that 68 recovered 
patients had been discharged yes- . 
terday, bringing the total to 388. ' 

"A total of 73 cases are being treat
ed in the intensive care unit and 52 
of those cases need ventilators." 

He noted that 61 of the 150 new 

cases reported were linked to the 
tabligh gathering at Masjid famek 
in Sri Petaling, Kuala Lumpur. 

He reminded those at risk to take 
the necessary precautions to pre
vent themselves and their families 
from getting infected. 

':Make sure their medication is 
enough and uninterrupted. 

"Health services are still ongoing 
at an the ministry's facilities," he 
said. 

Dr Noor Hisham also said that the 
ministry was prepared to use all its 
training institutes as Covid-19 quar
antine centres which would pro
vide im additional19,200 beds. 

He said those who were asympto
matic but tested positive and those 
who were positive but with mild 
symptoms with out respiratory 
problems would be placed in the 
training in~titutes. 

"Th~ hospitals will be reserved 
for moderate or critical cases. 

"If there is an increase of cases 
then we might use the training insti-

--tutes and also the temporary hospi
tal at Malaysia Agro Exposition Park 
Serdang (MAEPS) that has 600 
beds," he said . . 

He added that should it go up to 
1,000 cases a day, the ministry might 
consider using indoor stadiums and 
pUblic halls to place patients there. 

Dr N oar Hisham also said new 
clusters have been forming from 
the fourth and fifth generations 
linked to the tabligh gathering in Sri 
Petaling. 

Separately, he welcomed medical 
volunteers to help fight the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

"Until today (yesterday), 157 vol
unteers have joined and are placed 
in stages to help the Covid-19 medi-

cal assistance team. A further 1,008 
medical practitioners are expected 
to join the teams in the hospitals." 

Dr N oor Hisham also said to help 
the ministry increase its testing 
capacity for Covid-19, the Education 
Ministry as well as the Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
Ministry has provided 10 additional 
diagnostic labs at higher education 
institutes and university teaching 
hospitals, including a moving lab 
that could be sent to a hotspot loca
tion. 

"All10 additional diagnostic labs 
will be able to conduct 42,420 tests 
in a month or 1,414 a day," he said. 
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