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SCHOOL CLOSURES DURING MCO

ENSURE NO KID
IS LEFT OUT

IN E-LEARNING gt

closiiros, the govermment has In:
troduced KelzsgeRumah, aired
daily on the fmes-to-view TV
Okey

Teachers, however, sald more
coutld be done to ensure s smooth
learning process. They also
raised concerns about the socio
economic impact of school clo-
sures on students and potential
rise In dropouts.

They called on the government
o provide affordable Interner da-

Educators draw
attention to kids
from B40 families
who do not have
access lo IT
gadgets, Internet

stydents, TV Okey to offer con

ent that caters to different Jevels

the Covid-19 pandemic  of srodents, as well 38 monetary

. akd for stu-

education of more dents who depended

than 15 billion sta- on free meals provid-
dents and youth, ed by schoots,

ally, educators Mothallml Abdul

turned to enling
teaching to keep
leszons golng.

With the Movemenl
Conmtrol Order (MCO)
extended untfl April
28, millions of stu-
dents in Malaysia, In-
cluding morethan 4.9
million school-goern.
are confined to their
homes.

Teachers have
adopted e-teaching
modes, from web-
conferencing via
Zoom, Microsoft
Tenms, Cisco Webex,
Google Hangouis
Meets and Google
Classroom o using
WhatsApp and Tele-
Eram.

Educators jold the
New Sunday Times
that while they were
working hard 1o

-

terials, they g-trd
challenges in

Mutalib, from SME
Jerlan, Kedah, who

grnl-.md-. where not ev-
Information technolo-

SApp group for my
students since the
start of the school
year. Although 1 re-

treleiafly, por half

dmwﬁ.ﬂ
“The numbers nre

mmreulng due 1o

as

gets and Internet data. Since the

MCO, 1 have been sharing ma-

terials like videos, articles,

quizzes and Google Forms as they

are user-friendly and do not take

lack of IT gad-

i

Mohamend Nur Fadilan. 12,
concentnating on the essons
provided by hile reacher via
WhaizApp, i his ko in
Putrajaya vextenday) * e
A Rl TR

up much Internet data,

“We ame lucky that the Educa-
non Ministry is collaborating
with TV Diey to provide content
for & wider audience.”

He said he also encouraged his
students to use videos on
EDUWERTV.

Norhallml, one of Glabal
Teacher Prize 2020's top 50 -
nalists, sabd he ensured that stu-
dernts were asslgned tusks at least
twice o week.

However, he gald, It was crucial
to allow Mexibility in teaching
and learning.

“1don’t want to be so ambitious
and push my students to the
potnt of ignosing thelr lmita-
tdlnm lmu“d;hlp. Students who

ot ¢ o b
imvolved in mMu al-
ways use the videos and onling

Athough Norhallmi belleved
thar e-learning would get a boost
post-MCD, Be said o could not
replace traditional classroom
learning that offered a personal
touch and face-to-face Interac-
tion.

Since school closures added
pressure on kow- Income familes,
his school warked with the par
ent-teacher assoclation 1o pro-
wide food abd to students.

Following reports that extend-
ed school closures often led 1o an
increase in dropout rates.
MNorhailml said f was crucial to
provide support and ensire that
all sdeénts refurned to school

...]mli. instruction

facing az home.”
mmud Sirhajwan bdek, an inter-

-#:f.nut-lﬁe con-
ducted ;{:uﬁfhai:'-r
sApp a ﬂ“
Classrodm)

fo our timetable. We
ments such as

If they required help. Inchuding
coplng with stress or domesiic
abune,

Vanesrd Kasd, wio teaches En-
glish and remedinl classes for
Year 4 10 & pupils ot SK Bertam
Predani, Penang. uses
Whatsapp, Google

foom

1o provide Iumﬂ

sponse lowards e-

"Some children do
not have access [0 a
{ or Intemel

APRIL EL 20 . NewSundi Times

Story of the day / N1V |8

ducted mainly thiough Whats
App.
A | i teaching young chid:

vi them two o three days o
isiy thelr tasks.”

she hoped the governement
cottld monitor the add distritu-
thon regularly and systematically
10 ensure no one was kefl out.

She did not dismiss the pos
sibdlity of dropouts post-MCOL

“H there is too much homework
and children cannot complete
them before school reopens, it
will ndd fo thelr stress.”

Ondversiti Malaya socho-polit-
cal Prod Dr Awang Azman
Avwang
line classes, eaid the Educarion

must urge televomimi-

nications frms to provide
mure on Intermet data
packuges, especfally for stu-
dents

e minletry, he said, should
uhiversities the freedom
to make the best decisions on

der normal circumstances with:
ol compromising the quality of
texching and leaming.™

m:mmmwmk.m
el ker sivier Sarms, 8,
learning via ombing lessony it
their kome (0 Kuiala Limpaur
yesterday, PO Er A Al A

Are teachers equipged
for digital learning

KUALA LUMPUR: E-leaming rmay
ot be a viable alternative to tra
dittonal classroom learning as
teachers are lil-equipped for the
shift 1o remote learntng.

Studenty and parents believe
many teachers lack the skills,
tralping and tools required to
ke onlire ledming a shocess,

Fifth-formers due to sir SHil
Priajaran Malxysia [SPM), mean-
white, hive urged the govern
mient to cansider postponing the
EXArEnation (O next ','-ﬂr

Nor Aln Batrisyis Saiful Bahr, o
Form & sigdent of SMK Shah
Alam, =id while e-learning of-
fored the Bexibillty 1o do assign
ments gt bame, thite vwas a8 lack
of communication betwesn the
feachers and students.

Teachern, she sald, shoukd be
brelplul asd aciesalble online.

“The teaching is primarfly be-
ing conducted through What
tApp groups. Teachers would
send the guestions and we woukl
harve 10 take pleTures of our wiirk
and ahare it with them,

"But whenever [ ask oy teach:
ers how 10 go aboul & speitfic
task, they would 1 e m
m. I'm Also,

there are many elpanta
in the growup chat, 1;1 tachers
can't help everyone since not all
stuclents are willing to cooperate.

“Teachers should share how 1o

Nor Aln Batrisyla said should
the government decide fo post-
pone SPM 1o néxt year, ir would
aliow her mote tieoe to study,

Another SPM candidate, Fathul
Upimadrah Jobari, 17, from SME
Bank M he eretimint

N govermment could
pmldnﬁﬂrdmrmmﬁm-c-
cesy for jearning purposes as
some students were not able
joln e-learning clasees.

She also said sudenss should
have one class per day =0 that
they were pof burdened with
taska

“We larn through Zoom and
Google Classroam. It is. hewever,
dilffcult o pose questions and
Betan nmmediate response.

1 hope the government could
postpone SPM for at lesst one
month or two months, aliowing
students more time o finish the
syllabus.”

‘WOT PREFARED

Damils Surayn, 13, of SMK Kg
Pare’ Seri Kamaruddin, Set)
Manjung. Perak, sadd her toach-
ers were not prepared (0 condiaet

e-leaming.

There were no cléar insiruc-
tions on how and when to do the
exercises posted on the e-learn-
ing website, she said.

“There # nelther video-confer-
ence nor question-and-answer
sessbons. Besides, several of my
friendds do not own laptops ar
have Internet scoess ol home.

*The e-learning modules
should be sy to understand and
interesting to fallow,

“The school should arrangs a
timetable for online leaming in-
stead of assigning homework
through the websdic and asking
usto read everything.”

Her sbster, Daryn Husna, 10, of
5K Ki Dato’ Serl Kamaruddin, sokd
only muadn subjects like Marhs, Ko
glish and Bahasa Melayu wermn
faught wia e-learming.

LEVERAGE ON RESOURCES

. Abduilmmiz Abd Axiz, a father-

if-three from Kuala Lumpur,

whose eidest daughuer s in Form

One, sald there waa no teaching

Invelved in onlime lessons as pnly
were provided to stus 3

“Somevimes, the reacher

80t pretty
much depenids on teacher's
proactiveriess.

"Once, the teacher provided the
daily schedule far TV Pen-
didikan, but there were no
lessons

the schidile. We're suppoded o
figure out how 10 access TV Pen
didikan ourselves.

*I belleve the teachers may
hurve tried their best. but they e
not equipped o use the wols A
thitr ispomal for e-léaming.

"1 checked the Education Min-
Istry's TV Pendidikan and
Eduweb portajs.

“There are thousands of digltal
resouzces avallible. although try-
ing o search for specific content,
such as subjects and lessons, can
b i fleult as ey ore strictured
m[‘ﬂi posts and armnged by

Abdulmukz sald téachern could
leverage these officlal resources,
as well as others soch as Astro
TVIQ and Khan Academy to pro-
vide structured lessoms through
video content. This, however,
wiks not used right pow, which s
unfortunate, he sdded.

“Schooks and teachirs protably
oeed help from the Education
Ministry to provide a standand
structune and content fof them to
disseminate, and they can then
nldd on with warksheets thiy see

I,

“This s mare relevant for urban
areas and places wheng Internet
connectivity 18 not an jssue. For
rural amvas, non-video resources
sible.” . o



