
upgraded, we noticed that resi­
dents were more responsible 
and were no longer throwing. 
rubbish there,'' he said, adding 
that the transformation had put 
a smile on the faces of the clean­
ing crew. 

"Alam Flora's cleaners used to 
spend three to four hours a day 
just to sort out the waste," he 
said. 

He noted that they would col­
lect almost three tonnes of waste 
each day. 

Sinniah said business owners, 
including restaurants, had been 
advised to place rubbish bins in · 
front of their shops. 

"All they have to do is put the 
waste in a bag and place it in the 
bin for Alam Flora workers to 
collect," he added. 

Morning market traders are 
also required to do the same by 
leaving their waste at designated 
areas. 

Sinniah said things seemed to 
have improved with a system in 
place for residents to segregate 
their rubbish into recycling bins. 

By VIJENTHI NAIR 
vijenthi@thestar.com.my 

A BUSINESSMAN has initiated 
judicial review proceedings 
against Kuala Lumpur City Hall 
(DBKL) for enforcement action 
taken on his massage centre 
for operating without a licence 
in Jalan Thambipillay, 
Brickfields. 

Abdul Halirn Mohamad, 
through his company Orbyx Sdn 
Bhd, has been granted leave by 
the High Court for the review. 

In the notice of application, he 
named the Kuala Lumpur mayor 
and Federal Territories 
Department director-general as 
the first and second respondents, 
respectively. 

In his supporting affidavit, 

Flashback of StarMetro's story on 
July 31. 

SWCorp Federal Territories 
director Urnmi Kalthum Shuib 
said the Solid Waste and Public 
Cleansing Management Act 2007 
made it mandatory for waste 
segregation at source, and the 
public was required to.observe 
this. 

She also said the amount of 
waste had spiked this year com-

Ummi Kalthum showing other projects to upgrade refuse rooms carried 
out by SWCorp and Alam Flora. 

pared to last year, increasing 
from 2,200tonnes to 2,400tonnes 
per day. 

"The increase in waste produc­
tion is attributed to both Kuala 
Lumpur's growing population 
and the fact that people are not 
actively recycling,'' she said. 

Urnmi Kalthum said Taman 
OUG was initially marked as a 
red zone due to poor cleanliness, 
but it had now been successfully 
transformed. 

"If you are unsure about how 
to recycle, contact us c;m our hat­
line. 

contact us directly and we will 
arrange a pick-up for your bulk 
waste disposal," she added. 

Seputeh MP Teresa Kok, who 
launched the newly revamped 
refuse room, praised SWCorp and 
Alam Flora for their efforts in 
managing the rubbish problem. 

"In addition to these efforts, it 
is crucial to mitigate the rubbish 
dumping issue by educating the 
public. 

"Whether it is through creat­
ing posters or establishing 
WhatsApp groups with the 
authorities and residents, public 
education on proper waste dis­
posal is essential," said Kok. 

Rudy Loo, manager of 
Overseas Union Garden ·sdn Bhd 
which owns the commercial 
building, said he was happy with 
the refuse room's transformation 
as it had been filthy for years. 

He had worked with Alam 
Flora and SWCorp to solve the 
rubbish problem. 

Kok presented certificates as a 
token of appreciation to Loo and 
Alam Flora w~rkers. 

Businessman gets leave for judicial review 
against DBKL for its enforcement action 
Abdul Halim said he took over 
operations of the unlicensed tra­
ditional massage and reflexology 
centre on May 1 and applied for 
a business licence via DBKL's 
eLesen portal on May 29. 

He said DBKL's enforcement 
officers came to check his prem­
ises on July 26, and demanded 
"protection money" from his 
employee or face action. 

Due to his refusal, he claimed 
that the officers ransacked the 
centre, issued a compound and 

sealed the premises under. 
Licensing of Trades, Businesses 
and Industries (Federal Territory 
of Kuala Lumpur) By-Laws 2016. 

Abdul Halim said business 
operators were exempt from 
enforcement action pending the 
result of their business licence 
application at the time. 

He also said that DBKL did not 
have the authority to seal prem­
ises under the by-law. 

City Hall, he added, did not 
. entertain his requests for the 

seal to be removed even after 
the compound was paid on Aug 
10. 

Having suffered financial loss­
es due to the closure of his busi­
ness for an extended period of 
time, Abdul Halim subsequently 
lodged a police report on Sept 14, 
and the seal was removed and 
he resumed operations s.oon 
after. 

However, DBKL's enforcement 
officers continued giving him a 
hard time, he claimed. 
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The businessman 1s seeking a 
certiorari order to quash the 
compounds issued as well as a 
declaration that the act of seal­
ing the premises was unlawful 
and for a restraining order 
against sealing business 
premises under the by-law, 
among others. 

His lawyer, Muhammad 
Mustaqim Ahmad Huzaini from 
Messrs Amin Chambers, said the 
matter had been fixed for case/ 
management on Dec 22. 


