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Industry group 
wants permit 
applications for 
foreign workers to 
be simplified 
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KUALA LUMPUR 
news@nst.com. my 

T
HE Malaysian Associa­
tion of Bumiputera Rub­
ber Entrepreneurs has 
called for permit appli­

cations for foreign workers to be 
simplified to meet the labour 
needs of the rubber sector. 

Its president, Kameruzaman 
Ab Rahman, said latex produc­
tion should be prioritised to meet 
the needs of local downstream 
rubber industries. 
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A pot of congealed latex is uncollected at a rubber small holding in 
Kelantan in 2021 due to a lack of labour. FILE PIC 

He said this in response to a 
statement by Plantation and 
Commodities Minister Datuk Seri 
Johari Abdul Ghani, who on Fri­
day said the country's rubber 
plantations were in good shape,· 
but a lack of labour was a major 

concern for smallholders. 
Johari said Malaysia's down­

stream rubber sector had the po­
tential to contribute RM8.8 bil­
lion to the economy. 

However, he said 420,000ha of 
ruober smallholdings remained 

A parking tout in downtown Kuala Lumpur pictured in July. FILE PIC 

CITY HALL TO TAKE ACTION 

Zaliha orders crackdown on KL parking touts 
KUALA LUMPUR: Kuala Lumpur 
City Hall has been instructed to 
step up patrols and surveillance 
to stop parking touts. 

Minister in the Prime Minis­
ter's Department (Federal Terri­
tories) Dr Zaliha Mustafa said 
stern actio n must be taken 

against those involved in the il­
legal activity. 

"Over the past few days, I have 
received many complaints about 
parking touts in Kuala Lumpur. 

"I have instructed @DBKL2u to 
step up surveillance and patrols 
and crack down on such activ-

ities," she said in a post on X 
(formerly Twitter) yesterday. 

A social media user recently 
upload ed a video showing 
scratches on her car, believed to 
have been caused by a parking 
tout here who was denied an 
RMlS fee. Bernama 

untapped beca1 
workers, addi 
585,000 tonnes 
RM2.3 billion, c1 
annually from 
trees. 

Johari, who is 
member of pari 
knowledged the 
challenges facec 
industry. 
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PAHANG GO APF 

Kuanta 
parking 
KUANTAN: The K 
Council (MBK) will 
fully digital parking 
tem in April, bringi 
the decade-long sen 
play parking coupor. 

Its corporate and 
munications sec 
Norkamawati Ka­
mal, said use of the 
scratch-card park­
ing coupons would 
end on March 31. 

"Motorists can 
download the Pa­
hang Go mobile ap­
plication and pay 
for their parking 
online. 

"Users will be notil 
fore the parking expi 
pay to prolong the per 

"Those who do r 
smartphone or the r 
plication, can make p 
the autopay terminal! 
in their vehicle registr 
ber. 
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