
under the Prime Minister's -
Department. 

"It was functioning-smoothly, 
in our opinion," he said, refer­
ring to the move by Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim to abolish the Federal 
Territories Ministry on Dec 22, 
2022, under the newly formed 
unity government. 

It was restructured as Federal 
Territories Department and 
parked under the Prime 
Minister's Department. 

However, Ali said that now 
that Dr Zaliha had been appoint­
ed, "the people in Kuala Lumpur 
are left with no choice but to 
hope that there will be positive 
results". 

"There must be total tr:anspar-

ency and accountability. 
"We look forward to the new 

minister interacting with the 
rakyat for the good of the city," 
he said, adding that they wished 
to know what her plans were for 
the short, mid and long-term. 

Cheras MP Tan Kok Wai, when 
contacted, expressed surprise 
over Dr Zaliha's appointment, 
but said he was hopeful it would 
lead to beneficial changes. 

"To be frank, we at Federal 
Territory DAP, which I lead, have 
consistendy called for the disso­
lution of the ministry due to 
political meddling and to save 
taxpayers' money. 

"Previously, there was signifi­
cant political interference, witll 
overlapping responsibilities 

between the mayor ana rnnuster. 
"We have seen this in the liq-

• uor licence ruling. . 
"We are optimistic that Dr 

Zaliha's appointment as the min­
ister responsible for the three 
Federal Territories will usher in 
improved governance. 

"However, we still aspire to 
see the reinstatement oflocal 
government elections for the 
positions of mayor and city 
councillors," Kok Wai added. 

Kepong MP Lim Lip Eng 
extended his congratulations to 
Dr Zaliha, saying, "I am keen to 
meet her to establish a positive 
relationship and gain clear 
understanding of her new role. 

"I hope that the MPs will trans­
form the Federal Territories into 

VIDranr,-sare ana weu-aevewpeu 
places in the foreseeable future," 
he said. 

Kuala Lumpur Residents 
Action for Sustainable 
Development (KLRA+SD) chair­
man Tan Booi Charn told 
StarMetro that if the current 
minister was going to function . 
like the previous ministers, "then 
we are against this". ' 

"So we hope this new appoint­
ment will see institutional 
reform in the Federal Territories 
that are accountable to stake­
holders and constituents," said 
Booi Charn. 

The Federal Territories 
Ministry has had a chequered 
history. 

It was first established in 1979, 

under the stewardship of the 
country's third prime minister, 
Tun Hussein Onn. 

However, the post was dis­
solved in 1987. 

In the early 2000s, the admin­
istration of the Federal 
Territories was assigned to 

. Datuk Seri Tengku Adnan 
Tengku Mansor, within the pur­
view of the Prime Minister's · 
Department. 

The Federal Territories 
MinistrY was revived in 2004, 
with Tan Sri Mohamed Isa Abdul 
Samad atthe helm. 

Datuk Se1i Dr Shahidan 
Kassim served as Federal 
Territories minister up until the 
15th General Election. 

Former KL mayor: Rope in homeless to clean up city 
ByBAVANI M 
bavanim@thestar.com.my 

A FORMER Kuala Lumpur mayor 
wants the homeless community 
roped in to help clean up the 
capital city. 

"Rather than peaceiving them 
as a problem, the (homeless) 
community that is responsible 
for 80% of the area'j; litter, 
should actively participate in its 
cleanup efforts," said Datuk Seri 
Nor Hisham Alunad Dahlan. 

He was the city's mayor from 
Oct 2, 2018, to Sept 30, 2020. 

Nor Hisham said authorities 
like Kuala Lumpur City Hall 
(DBKL), the Welfare Department 
(JKM) and even waste regulator 
Solid Waste Management and 
Public Cleansing Corporation 
(SWCorp) had to accept that 
homelessness was a complicated 
matter. 

''The sheer volume of rubbish 
produced by the homeless com­
munity is overwhelming, and 
even Alam Flora cleaners say it 

Nor Hisham: Authoritie~ have to 
accept that the homelessness 
issue is complicated. 

is affecting their work. 
"Business owners are also con­

cerned as people throw rubbish 
in front of their shops, and tour 
guides are distressed about the 
littering at tourist attractions.'' 

Nor Hisham suggested a col­
laboration between agencies 
such as DBKL, SWCorp, JKM, 
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Metro 
Mess 

in the city 
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Flashback to StarMetro's report on 
Dec 12. 

Alam Flora and local business 
owners. 

He said they should work 
together, identify the homeless 
community, divide them into 
smaller groups and allocate spe­
cific areas for them to clean up 
on a regular basis. 

"They should be offered incen-
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tives for cleaning their designat­
ed areas, reducing the time 
waste cleaners spend picking up 
rubbish," he said. 

Nor Hisham said these incen­
tives need not be limited to cash 
but ~ould include coupons 
redeemable for groceries from 
nearby sundry stores. 

"They can even become the 
eyes and ears of DBKL, safe­
guarding the city's assets from 
vandalism. 

"To ensure continuity, the 
group maintaining the cleanest 
area can be rewarded with cash 
or other .forms of incentives. 

"Who knows, they might even 
develop a sense of belonging for 
the areas they hang out at and 
see it as a place to be maintained 
instead of a temporary sleeping 
spot,'' he added. 

Nor Hisham was responding to 
StarMetro's front-page story 
titled "Mess in the city" on· Dec 
12 on the increasing amount of 
rubbish in downtown Kuala 
Lumpur's historical sites that 
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was generated by the homeless 
as well as some business owners. 

''When I read the article, I was 
quite annoyed because I was the 
mayor who attended the open­
ing ceremony of those newly 
refurbished lanes in November 
2018. 

"I was present at Lorong Yap 
Ah Loy and Lorong Bandar 13 
when they received their make o­
vers, and I was proud of that 
project. 

"Seeing what it looks like 
today is just sad," he said. 

SWCorp Federal Territories 
director Ummi Kalthum Shuib 
who visited the area after being 
alerted, said efforts were taken 
to move some of the rubbish 
bins, including the ones at 
Lorang Yap Ah Loy, to a better 
location. 

"We have resolved this matter 
for now, but we need a perma­
nent solution for this issue and I 
will be meeting with related 
agencies soon to discuss the mat­
ter," she told StarMetro. 
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