
The positive impact of the 
Healthy City project on those 
residing near Laman Rekreasi 

. Tasek Talnbahan is ample proof 
that the government's sustaina­
ble urban policy -can be imple­
mented successfully in populous 
areas, said an expert. 

Universiti Putra Malaysia 
Design and Architecture Faculty 
dean Assoc Prof Dr Suhardi 
Maulan said the project was 
among the government's initia­
tives to create sustainable cities 
and improve the well-being of 
people residing in densely popu­
lated areas. 

The United Nations Centre for. 
Human Settlements defines a 
sustainable city as one ''where 
achievements in social, econom­
ic and physical development are 
made to last." 

US-based non-profit organisa­
tion Research Triangle Institute · 
International defines it as a 
"metropolitan region that can 
compete successfully at the glob­
al level while still retaining the 
uniquen,ess of its culture and 

Development Ministry is com­
mitted to ensuring the realisa­
tion of the government's objec-

. tive to improve the well-being of 
urban communities by providing 
them with social spaces that can 
enhance the liveability of their 
residential areas. 

The creation of resilient and 
liveable cities as well as the pres­
ervation and conservation of 
urban biodiversity are among 
the initiatives being undertaken 
by the government to enable 
Malaysia to meet the SDGs by 
2030. 

Its Minister Nga Kdr Ming was 
recently quoted as saying that 
his ministry was focusing on 
seven key areas that will effec­
tively accelerate the localisation 

-ofSDGs. 
These include enhancing the 

nation's smart and sustainable 
cities agenda, developing and 
empowering local government, 
strengthening municipal 
finance, developing a compre­
hensive housing plan, empower~ 
ing communities, managil)g the 
.nation's solid waste effectively 

and efficiently towards circular 
economy and strengthening the 
readiness of firefighters. 

Promoting leisure . 
Urban planning services com­

pany Urban Scale Studio Sdn 
Bhd director Mohammad Fahmi 
Alias said if the Healthy City pro­
ject is implemented widely in 
urban areas, it can serve as one 
of the indicators for the low-car­
bon cities checklist that is often 
used in development plans in 
Malaysia. 

The project can also serve as 
one of the parameters for the 

. preservation of greenery in 
urban areas, he said, pointing to 
Vienna, Austria, which provides · 

Kepong Baru residents seeking 
drain upgrade, end to pest problem 
KEPONG Baru residents are 
irked by the poor condition of 
their back lane drains. 

. They said parts of the drain­
age along Jalan Belabas and 
Jalan Beberek had collapsed. 

The drains were frequently 
clogged and the food waste left 
there attracted pests. 

Resident Alan Chan said the 
drains had not been upgraded 

for five decades. 
''They are old and in bad 

shape and attracts pests like 
lizards and mice. · 

'We close our back door 
around 4pm every day to pre­
vent the pests from coming into 
our house," he said. 

Kepong activist Yee Poh 
Ping said he had raised the 
matter with Kuala Lumpur 

City Hall (DBKL) .. 
"DBKL's Road Maintenance 

Unit deputy director Mohd Nor 
Asham Suradi came for a site 
Visit and residents relayed their 
concerns to him on the need to 
repair the drains. . 

''The drain desigri is also out­
dated," said Yee, adding he had 
also raised the pest issue with 
DBKL Health Department. 

ample public spaces with green 
landscaping within the city. 

''This (Healthy City project) 
will also ensure green spaces are 
not merely conserved but can 
also be turned into an area 
where the public can take part 

· in leisure activities without the 
need for any permanent struc-

. ture to be built there," he added. 
PLANMalaysia director-gener­

al Dr Alias Rameli said the 
Healthy City project was part of 
efforts to empower individuals 
and the community to practise a 
healthy way of living as well as 
maintain the cleanliness of their 
environment. 

PLANMalaysia, formerly 
known as the Town and Country 
Planning Department, is tasked 

at Laman 
Rekreasi 
Tasek 
Tambahan . 

with the responsibility of over­
seeing the Healthy City project 
under ANMS. 

Alias said the choice of loca­
tions for the pilot project was 
based· on their Urban 
Sustainability Index, which is 
measured through the 
Malaysian Urban and Rural 
Sustainable Development 
(MURNinets) network, location 
p·otential and the local authori­
ty's commitment towards the 
implementation. 

"It is hoped that the creation 
of healthy cities will support the 
nation's green development and 
sustainable cities agenda as well 
as improve the people's physical 
and mental health levels," Alias 
added. · 
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The back lane drains along several Kepong Baru roads are in need·of 
an upgrade. 
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