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ple rent the units to use as stor­
age space. 

''There are also those who 
open only three days a week as 
they are under no pressure. to 
achieve high sales," he said. 

Star Metro checked out Petaling 
Jaya City Council's (MBPJ) eli­
cencing website recently and 
found only seven lots were avail­
able for rent to sell food and bev­
erages at the food court. 

One lot was on the first floor 
and six on the ground level. 

Rental was RM200 for an . 
upstairs lot and RM270 for a 
ground-floor unit. 

However, during a morning 
visit on Sept 25, StarMetro found 
51 units on the upper and lower 
floors shuttered, more than the 
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wanted to remain anonymous, 
said this situation had been · 
going on for at least a decade. 

The closed lots had caused the 
number of customers to dwindle, 
he sq.id, adding that this in tu:rTI 
had discouraged many hawkers 
from operating c;~t the premises. 

Most would start operations 
only to close within a year. 

Lalla Daee Ina Rusman, 34, 
who often had lunch at the food 
court, said the reasonable prices 
kept her coming back. 

"I hope to see more shops 
open in the future to give diners 
some variety," said the body care 
products supplier. 

Malaysian Institute of Property 
and Facility Managers president 
Ishak Ismail, 55, said, "A food 
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"It reflects badly on the local 
council that things have come to 
such a state despite the food 
court being in a thriving com­
mercial area." 

Ishak stressed the need for 
strict enforcement to ensure 
operators followed business 
hours and also used their units 
for the intended purpose. 

He proposed that those who 
chose to misuse the facility for 
storage must pay a penalty or 
have their tenancy terminated. 

Ishak said the council should­
think of new ways to generate 
income apart from the low rent­
al it was charging. 

MBPJ has said it would issue a 
statement on the matter in due 
time. 

Drinks seller Chia Tee Yuen and wife Yap Sheet Chan have been forced 
to stop selling their signature ais kacang due to lack of customers. 
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Tama_n Pusat Kepong folk want pedestrian crossing on busy road 
Pedestrian crossing with push button 
traffic light suggestion 
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The location of the proposed pedestrian crossing (in red) to help 
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residents cross safely from Jalan 4/40 to Jalan 5/23A. · 
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RESIDENTS of Taman Pusat 
Kepong are requesting Kuala 
Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) to 
instal a pedestrian crossing 
with push button traffic signals 
at a busy junction along Jalan 
1/40. 

Kepong social activist Yee Poh 
Ping said the request was made 
because of increasing traffic, 
which was a hazard for both 
locals and foreign workers · 
crossing from Jalan 4/40 to Jalan 

5/32A, where several factories 
are located. 

"Every morning, I witness 
people risking their lives by 
crossing the road. 

"We propose DBKL's Urban 
Transportation Department to 
study our proposal to implement 
this essential safety measure," 
he added. 

Taman Pusat Kepong 
Residents Association chairman 
Tay Thiam Seng, 67, said he was 

concerned as there were many 
roadusers coming from the 
3,000 housing units ill Jalan 4/40. 

"During peak hours in the 
morning and evening, big 
groups of 10 to 15 foreign work­
ers will cross the road, with 
many walking and others on 
bicycles . 

"Luckily, no accidents have 
been recorded to date despite 
the daily danger posed by heavy 
traffic," he said. 

Yee (centre, 
wearing white) 
and Thay 
(second from 
right) showing 
the risks of 
crossing Jalan 
1/40 at the 
junction 
because of 
heavy traffic. 


