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Several assets worth millions along the
River of Life project in Brickfields, meant for
public use but never opened, have fallen into
disrepair. Residents want Kuala Lumpur City
Hall to consider community ownership to -
ensure better care for these facilities. >2&3
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- What lies beneath: Above is one of several structures that are part of the River of Life project in Brickfields. Though the exterior
of the building looks presentable, the interior (inset) is rundown and in use by the homeless and drug addicts. — YAP CHEE HONG/The Star
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MILLIONS of ringgit in assets
for a beautification project that
is a part of the River of Life
(RoL) project in Brickfields,
Kuala Lumpur, are currently
underutilised and rundown.

At least four structures and
two public toilets under Kuala
Lumpur City Hall (DBKL), locat-
ed along a 3km-long footpath
next to Sungai Klang riverbank
from Central Market to
MidValley Megamall shopping

_ centre, appear to be in a poor
state and used by vagrants and
drug addicts for shelter at
night.

Although relatlvely new,
these buildings have never

 been opened to the public and
are showing signs of vandalism
and neglect.

To prevent further encroach-
ment, DBKL has stationed secu-
rity guards there around the
clock.

However, the purpose of
these structures remains a mys-
tery as the guards told
StarMetro that they were also
in the dark.

RoL comprises 11 precincts,
from Titiwangsa Lake Gardens
in the north to MidValley in the
south.

It includes a 10.7km stretch
along Klang and Gombak rivers
which have been developed to
support recreational activities —
walking, jogging, cycling and
picnicking.

The Brickfields portion is pre-
cint 11, the last stretch.

Since the inception of phase
one in Aug 29, 2017, there has
been no designated ministry or
agency to manage and maintain
RoL sites.

The government’s plan to
appoint a private firm did not
pan out.

Unsurprisingly, since there
was no one to take over the
city’s most expensive and ambi-
tious project, some RoL assets
have fallen into disrepair.

Mystery surrounds

* structures in Brickfields

Buildings meant fof public use and community activites but now
left derelict will be repaired, says Kuala Lumpur City Hall
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A copper tree stands in front of a newly built RoL structure opposﬂe Pr1Ma Brickfields. (nght) One of the toilets inside the building has become a
storage and kitchen area for its security guards.

In 2020, the then Federal
Territories Ministry gave DBKL
the responsibility of maintain-
ing the project.

City Hall was tasked with
repairing the damage and sev-
eral million was allocated in
phases to contractors via ballot-
ing back in September 2020.

But DBKL has been grappling
with the task of fixing and keep-
ing RoL assets in good order.

Glorified storage room

One of the structures being
guarded by four men over two
shifts is located at the Jalan
Sultan Sulaiman traffic light
junction.

The box-like building, meas-
uring about 10.67m by 7.62m
with Islamic and vintage design
features, looks like a rest area.

But there is no signage to
indicate its purpose, so city
waste workers have been using
it to store their brooms.

Sometimes, it is used as a
motorcycle parking spot.

When StarMetro visited
recently, security guards man-
ning the site said they were not
aware of the structure’s name
and had tried finding out on the
Internet.

“We get people passing
through here and asking us
about this place, but we don’t
know anything.

“We are tasked with making
sure that no one sleeps there or
vandalises the place,” said a
guard, adding that during the
Covid-19 pandemic, homeless
people would sleep there at
night.

While the exterior appeared
new, the interior was already

showing signs of wear and tear,

with a leaking roof.

There is no water, toilet or
electricity, so this building also
remains a mystery.

Gallery or shelter?

Further down the road, there
are three other structures that
look like shelters.

Pathways along the river-
banks are equipped with board-
walks and pavements, with
guiding lights at night.

The Federal Territories
Department website describes
these structures as “guiding gal-
leries” which are supposed to
be information centres.

Benches have been placed
there for people to stop and rest
but no one has been using
them.

Joggers and cyclists too say
they rarely stop at these spots.

“It’s not safe. I have seen peo-
ple get high there,” said jogger
Lucas Tan, 26, from Bangsar
South.

“I needed to use a bathroom

Residents keen to step up and take care of RoL sites

THE Brickfields commumty,
through Brickfields Rukun
Tetangga (RT) and Local Agenda
21 (LA21) Safe City KL, is willing
and eager to volunteer time and
effort to take care of River of
Life (RoL) assets in their neigh-
bourhood.

“We are willing to serve as
custodians (for the assets) and

can become the eyes and ears of

Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)
here,” said RT chairman SKK
Naidu.

“The RT can designate repre-
sentatives who are residing
nearby to these assets to keep
an eye out for any vandalism or
encroachment,” he added.

According to Naidu, the RT
had sent multiple letters to
DBKL proposing this collabora-
tive effort between the city and
the community but had not
received any response.

“We even suggested adopting

* Taman Dusun Bandar previous-
ly, which has sadly become
another neglected project in the
city;” he said.

Naidu added that they had

requested DBKL to upgrade the .

walking path and lights in
Dusun park for public safety.

He said Taman Dusun
Bandar, a fruit orchard park
along Jalan Bellamy that was
built at a cost of RM17.2mil, had
became a white elephant due to
bad planning and vandalism.

“However, once again, there
has been no response (from
DBKL).

“I believe the commumty can
enhance the value of city assets
like the RoL sites and structures
by organising activities such as
morning or flea markets.

“The structure near the RoL -
site near Jalan Ang Seng can be
transformed into a community
centre or a community-man-

Naidu says multiple letters have been sent to DBKL proposing a col-
laborative effort. (Right) Ghani suggests that MAB could manage the -

area for DBKL.

aged gym; preventing it from
becoming another neglected
facility,” he added.

A. Ghani Mohamed, coordina-
tor of LA21 Safe City KL, shared
Naidu’s sentiment, and suggest-
ed that the Malaysian
Association for the Blind (MAB)

~ could manage the area.

“At LA21, we consistently
promote a grassroots approach,
where communities, residents
and non-governmental
organisations take charge of
their areas based on their
vision, expectations and plans,”

Ghani stated.

Naidu added that DBKL
lacked the workforce to inde-
pendently manage all these
locations.

Ang Seng resident Selva
Kumar Singam agreed and
thought hiring security person—
nel was unnecessary.

“These guards have grown -
complacent and some have
transformed DBKL buildings
into their personal living spaces
or storage areas.

“Some don’t even venture
beyond their comfort zones.

“If they had, they would have
noticed people residing in these
buildings and the acts of vandal-
ism,” Selva said.

Naidu and Ghani said build-
ing a safer and healthier com-
munity could only start by
granting the community own-
ership of these assets.

— By BAVANI M
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One of the structures being guarded by four security guards is located at the Jalan Sultan Sulaiman traffic light junction.

(Right) A public toilet under the bridge along the River of Life pathway has no water supply.

_ once, so I stopped and went into
one of these structures.

“I had no idea there were no
toilets there, but I saw a guy
smoking in one of the rooms
inside.

“The place was a mess and
the guy looked like he was out
of it,” Tan added. -

Another cyclist, who did not
wish to be identified, related a
similar experience and added
that the place was being occu-
pied by drug addicts or
vagrants.

“There are old clothes and
blankets and lots of rubbish
inside.

“It’s such a pity because from

the outside, you can’t tell as it
looks quite posh,” he said.

Cyclist Trio Saputra, 28, said
he often cycled from Batu Caves
to MidValley on weekends, cov-
ering about 50km both ways.

“I would say the Pasar Seni
(Central Market) stretch of
River of Life is the worst with
lots of bumps, broken tiles and
mounds,” he said.

Some guiding lights placed
along the pathway were also
not working, making the area
unsafe at night.

“The design of the light itself
is unusual, because the beam of
light is confined to one spot and
does not illuminate the entire

The River of Life project launched in :
July 2011. Project delivery partner The River of
appointed to coordinate the project Life project
for three years. 3.73%
....... [

: Financial Monitoring of the River of

@ Life project by the Federal
Territories Ministry. 3

Project
Achievement
Role of the project delivery partner Overall current
ends on Jan 3;2015. performance
July 2023

River of Life precinct 7 launched v
on Aug 28, 2017. Precinct 7 96.27%
encompasses Heritage Quarter, which
covers area around Masjid Jamek. Completed
Water Quality Index along the 10.7km mNotcompleted

stretch of the Klang and Gombak rivers Source: www.rolkljwp.gov.my
to reach Class Il (suitable for recreational :
activities). Jhee Stargraphics

area,” Tan added.

When StarMetro visited the
“guiding galleries”, the one
called Southern Guiding Gallery
near Jalan Ang Seng looked der-
elict. o s

One of the rooms had missing
windows while rubbish, plastic
bottles and polystyrene contain-
ers were strewn around.

There were hundreds of ciga-
rette butts scattered on the
floor as well as many dispos-
able plastic cigarette lighters.

Further down the path, a big-
ger structure next to the ongo-
ing Pr1Ma Brickfields project
has a copper tree out front for
decorative purposes.

The building, under lock and
key, has toilet facilities but is
off-limits to the public.

That said, the facility also
appears to have been turned
into a storage and cooking facil-
ity for security guards stationed
there and looked to be in poor
shape.

The RM4.4hil RoL project con-
sists of three stages — river
cleaning, river beautification

‘and riverfront development.

A sum of RM3.4bil was set
aside to clean up the rivers
while RM1bil was allocated
towards beautification and

~ landscaping.

The project was launched in -

riverbank at night but are poorly designed while many are not working.

‘Saputra, who often cycles from Batu Caves to MidValley on
weekends, passing an RoL structure that looks like a rest
stop which no one uses. .

s This structure
along the River
of Life path is in
bad state. —

2012 under the Economic
Transformation Programme ini-
tiated by then prime minister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak.

It was targeted to be complet-
ed in 2020, with commercialisa-
tion and tourism to commence
soon after.

However, during a walkabout
at the site in 2020, then Federal
Territories Minister Tan Sri
Annuar Musa said the project
deadline had been pushed to
2024 to allow the completion of
some work packages.

Meanwhile, in a written state-
ment, DBKL’s corporate commu-
nications unit conceded that
same of the structures were a
component of the River of Life
project. . :

The structures were created
for public use, and could be
used as a space for exhibitions,
community programmes or

* even a mini cafe.

The department wrote that it
was aware of the present state
of the structures and added that
the project implementation and
building maintenance depart-
ment would be repairing the

‘ structures.




