HKUALA LUMPUR | FACE TO FACE WITH DATUEK SERI RALA HOMG CHIK

Taking back the Ci

5”

FEDERAL TERRITORIES and
Urban  Wellbeing ~— Minister
Dtk Seri Raja Nong Chik el
TERENCE FERNANDEZ amd
MOHD AXRIL ANNUAR absou
hiis game plan for Kuala Lumpur
and how he hopes to help the
Barisan Nasional recapture the
city.

The Malay Mail: You have the
unerviable tak of delivering
the vates for Barisan Nasional in
Kuaala Lampur. 5o are theoe a lot
of political considerations when
you do your job?

Raja Nong Chik: Elections ane
part and parcel of the estem,
Just enpoy what you're doing
and vour inbentions muit be
puare. Theen leave it to the people
to decide, Dan't just do it for the
ebections. M've always been work-
g haed.

The thing is, one must be ooa-
sistend. [ oy (0 squeezs in nine
boles of polf ance & week,

People ask me “still got time to
play golf ah?" [ smid | don't want
fo prelend. Elections | beoomss
different, after clections, 1 am
differem,

MM: Hecent developments ...
regarding Datuk 5. Ambiga, te
busrger stall owners,

There ape acousations of Lax ac-

thon by City Hall against Bhlas
for setting up te stalls,

RNC: If Ambiga or residents
complain then DBEL should #n-
foace ihe by-lws,

Tkhlas had been doing a bt
of things on the ground which
DEEL i abo nod happy aboit.

The Opposition say they are
planted by Umno but we have
no relaticnship with
they break the
st take action.
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the whale in-
Ambiga a tasbe

MM The
cilent is
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Even fn the Act, soame areas e
Dataran Merdeka i3 2 no go. 50
there muss abus be some element
of orowd control. DBKL officers

newd o understand how o go
about i, How to enforce. What
i% legal, what i=n't. And then the
haimanitarian aspect.

MM: L it encroaching inbo
policing?

RNC: Por instance Dataran,
we're the first group entrusied
by the government o handle the
shsdents. We have to leam how
b bandle.

Theres also the human ebe
ments, paychological clements
anad what needs to be done. Ene
forcing on  hawkers, parking,
traffic, 0 on is different,

I's & bearvdrg curve for them.
Somelimes we wanl 10 move
squatiers, there are also small
scake protest. 5o they mast leam
how 1o handle all these. In the
past they might rough them up
and malke them move, but that's
nof the right way,

They have to leam the soft ap-
proach, more about human pey-
chalogy,

They have to corsider the peo-
ple invalved and the RGE0E who
are keen o protect them for po-
Kilcal reatons of whatsoever.

e b S i

angry. 5o [ think wien it oomes
to the wmall protests, the police
woill sy “beanve it to DREL"
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They must alwo enjoy the ben-

efits of workd-class city,

[ deveted 25 years dealing with
the poorer closses of all races,
They feel left oul sometines.
That is ome resson BN always
leme in ghe cithes, especially KL
They feel beft out,

They see highways, they e
LRT and blg malls but they don't
Feed whan they benefit of it They
only feel the strain of the cost
of living and & clear example of
Pantii Dalam is the New Pantai
Expressway (MPE) right in the
niiddle of Pantai Dolam, mak-
ing thelr lives difficult, having to
make u-nirms here and there,
And during traffic jams, just
1o send their children 1o school
mearby will take hours because
of the traffic jams. But somebody
i enjoying the infrastructune be-
s the NPE highway b thene.
But they ane suffering.

The people from Subang Jaya
will benefit but the people in
Pantai Dalam don't,

Sometimes our free  fuition
clasies’ response isn't good be-
causg parents just don't have the
time b serd thie chilidoen becanss
of the jam.

50 thete are the people who
Peel left ot and part of my pro-

And then we ane always al the
and there are politi-
will zay “Oh! This is
llﬁmwcmilll't

froal frying o endosoe ™

50 pow for pew developments

I made it & point the develop-

:mu:il:ll':: Thig
in the cities, e

eommanily? :
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— befare the project commences
they have to show what they
have done; during oonstraction
where the roads ane noisy and a
lod of things can happen and -
nally I3 post corsiruction.

MM: Al other developed -
toeie" world-class  cities  have
miary parks, Are we polng io see
mioge of that now?

RNC: Oh yes! DBEL has already
developed 16 parks in various
residential areas.

s not enough becaists we
huve aboast 12 per cent and workd
standard is 16 per cent 'We are
alio upgrading Taman Tasik Per-
dana now called Taman Botanl.
And we are doing Taman Rimba
Lembah Pantal which is abowt 70
bo S0 hectares,

MM: Each rime there's some
development, the immediate re-
action is protest regardless of any
benefit. They will think about
thag lager. lt's a “mot in my back-
yard™ mentality. Look at Lynas,
nobody ouiside Kunntan is com-
plaining about it

RNC: True, smilardy in KL,
they wand ihe MRET but “not in

miy backyard™,

MM: There mu come a timee
cven the authorisies mast pui
their oot down and say; “No this
it §or the benelit of the Larger sec-
vions of sochery and if it has to be
theére”, But then again, palitically
it womr'y be prodent.

RNC: Thene are sone groups
whio will wse this o8 an bsue, A
classic example is the Knmpung
Kerinchi Developnsent. Majarity
of the people have been siaying
ir thie bow cost flats foe almost 40
wears, When | was a youth leader
bk in early 905 11 was already
an e for redevelopeent. Bui
they couldnt et the right devel-
oper and the right cnoumstanoes
10 move, 5o they pever moved.

In the end when we tendered

and rmgm in NGOs and
mas inbe the pictune.
Bt | stand

rmtmm was 2l

with the majority, Somehow you
have o #tand firm on what the
majority wants. (therwise noth-
ing will mowe,

And some are taking advantage.
They want something more. For
example this group besides wing
politics bo protess they are asking
for more. 1 1old the developer,
you give this group just 1o satisfy
them, you have o give io the
rest, the other 92 per cenl

MM Bt here Hes mather a big
problem for you because there's
a huge bunden en your shoul-
ders, representing the party in
EL where all but one seat has
o to the other side. OF course
you have & politicol neanedate and
task 1o win back the other ten
seats thar have boeen lost in 08,
Bui becatse of the lssues heing
brosight up for Instande in Kam-
pung Kerinchi and Lembah Pan-
el dmed moww you've ot Kampung
Bany s also coming op. The
Chinete Fnses in Bukit Rinsang

a!dwnwﬂngnmﬂ'rrhl-'

cign migmdon Bes B Brick-
fields and Chow Kit and Petal.
ing Soreet, and of course gverall
chevelopment, crime . reduction,
poserty eradicatipn ... iF must be
boigh. How are vous tackling i1?

RNC: It is definitely & tough.
Yious st keep vour hesd above
waber that means don'tl gt 1060
bopped down by the many s,
Just focus on areas where you
feed like you can do something. If
yisls want 1o tckle all e, you
can't tackde all sues,

We talk sbout chections, KL is
pne area where thete ane some
areas historically has abways been
with the Opposition, regandless
of tsunami or not, Withoal tsuna.
i s Dokt S v mnncs, thiose
AP, Opposition arcas, some of
the MPs are wery Friemdly with
me because they feel they have
rr poind hiting me.

I s sy what for hit me? Be-

0 are $Ome anss
are moving in the

it whether or

e going 1h win

lI'H. ‘r't& senados, which

nof Fave o oon-

snmml ike for example *1
baave wvoters here, | ke
, they take cape of

‘W
Bust by your ease you don't hanve

that base yet becnuse wou came
in as an adminksiratar, Do you
foel additional pressue on yous-
wif, nod poditical sumvival bat o
deliver the poods and ako to en-
sure: that you will also be ke for
the long, run?

RNC: Mot peally bocause I've
b irnvodved in grassooots poli-
tics for more than 25 years, 5o
I've been dealing on grasseoots
iwes bt the plaform was
Umno because | didn®t have a
governament post for the last 25
YEATS OF MDde.

5o a5 1 sy, even though | am
moge of & corporaie busines.
man, of my other activitles, |
odid a bot of political work at the
graseroots bevel. | already bave &
comstituent bate | was working
with bat [ juit didn't contest in
elections,

I don't Feel pressuned for polit-
ol survival, [ have to prove and
do mone than stbers... | feed 1
have o do because §i's my “ama-
nah™ and my job... 1w do my
job to the best of my ability as
apmﬁmulbnamlm-\pm

Jlmd l:-u me whai is Imponant,
vty | ] qquite reasonably oom-
forizble &5 bocause I've already
dhealt wieh the graceroots for the
past 25 yemrs, And Uve also dealt
with all the gavernment servinls
a5 long a5 that as well, especially
DEEL They know me very well,
I go on cértain isues, | see them
sometimes 25 1o 30 tmet on one
e,

And people in Lembah Pan-
tai know me. | go up and down
to se¢ thése poople many Lines
when they were younger and
veere a bot maoee jundar,

Bur there are many challenges
on KL, so many things. That's
why [ have to foous on o fow ar-
eas and | can't setthe everyone's
problems and mckle the main is-

£

Hopefully, thatll help not anly
m in hee fature electbon bat oth-
o arest at well,

& TOMOEROW: Warking with
ihe Opgosition in KL



