KUALA LUMPUR: The Fed-
eral Territories Ministry is
looking into problems faced
by about 73 Taoist and Bud-
dhist temples in the Klang
Valley, especially in getting
permanent land titles.

Deputy Minister Datuk M.
Saravanan. who met with
some 50 Chinese  lemple
committee chairmen at the
Kuala Lumpur City Hall yes-
terday, said the ministry
would look into coming out
with a policy on the matter.

It would also look into the
relocation issues faced by the
temples.

He said many Chinese and
Indian temples here did not

have: land titles as they were
built hefore the country's in-
dependence. Many are locai-
ed on government land.

"We have o lake stock ol

such problems and develop a
proactive permanent plan to
resolve the matter once and
for all.”

Saravanan said all present
temple sites would be re-
tained and in cases where the
temples had to be relocated
to make way for develop-
ment, an allernative  land
must be given 1o the commil-
tee and a new temple built
before the original temple
was demolished.

The policy will also look in-
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lems and liaise with the min-
istry as well as City Hall to re-
solve the problems faced by
the temples.

Asked when the new policy
would take effect, Saravanan
said it was expecied to be in
place by the end of the year.

A similar stand was taken
when dealing with the prob-
lems faced by the 121 Hindu
temples here. — By K
Harinderan



