Paying to lift up low-costflats

KUALA LUMPUR: The gov-
ernment may take over the
maintenance of lifis in low-
cost flats nationwide,

Deputy  Minister in  the
Prime Minister's Department
T. Murugiah said Prime Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah-
mad Badawi had tasked him
with investigating public com-
ok Ehalit l{rya-{lnwn lifis in
low-cost flats, édpecially after
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He said one of the solutions
was [or the government to ei-
ther fully or partially subsidise
the maintenance of lifts at low-
cost flats, ;

“There are two types of low-
cost flats: those maintained by
the: local councils and those by
private companies.

“The problem with [als
managed by private corpora-
tions is that it would only con-
duct repairs when sufficient
funds are collected from the
residents.”

Murugiah said many lifls
and flat facilities were left in
poor condition for years be-
cause the residents could not
afford the maintenance fees.

“Thave heard of cases where
residents owe the manage-
ment up to BM1.2 million in

fees and the management say
nothing can be done until the
backdaled payments are
made.”

Murugiah, however, is
drawing criticisms for his ef-
forts.

Federal Territories Deputy
Minister Datuk M. Saravanan
said Murugiah should [first
know the issues at hand, in-
vestigate them and then come
up with proper solutions,

“He (Murugiah) should not
shoot his mouth off and com-
ment on everylhing under the
sun, just becaunse he is the

deputy minister in charge of

the public complaints bureau.

“If he: thinks this is the way
he can solve (the people’s)
problems, then he is dead
wrong. All he is doing is dam-
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Saravanan said the Sentul
lifts issue, -which was high-
lighted in the media, did not
fall under Kuala Lumpur City
Hall's jurisdiction as the flats
were privately-owned.

“We have our own mecha-
nism in dealing with such
complaints.  The residents
must first push the developer,
failing which they can ask its
management commitiee 1o
handle the issue.

“City Hall cannol carry out
repair works as the residents
are not paying maintenance
fees. Murugiah should know
about this as he's in charge of
the complaints bureau.”™

Federal Territories Deputy
Minister Datuk M. Saravanan
says Murugiah should not
shoot his mouth off



