August best
for nation’s
sales fest
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HAVING received feedback [rom
virous quariers, the Tourism Min-
istry and kuala Lumpur City Hall
have agrooed Uhinl "l.ll:!"l.l'hl ig imdeed
il st memih in the whole year for
Malaysla 1o have lis nationwide sale
in anticipation of the Merdeka cel-
ehration.

A brainchild of Kuala Lumpur
Dntuk  Bandar  Datuk  Mohmad
Shaid Sokd Taulfek, the Kaaly Lam-
pur August Festival 2004 aims o
bend further support to the mayor's
vision of making Kuala Lumpur a
*City with A Soul® and “A Garden
City of Lights®

Il lestival is organised with the
influx of foreigm tourists 1o Malaysia
in mind. This will b an annudal
signatlure cvent that will heldp suj-
port and complement the Mega Sale
Carnival,

The three-week festival will kick
ofl on Saturday until the end of the
manth. [t will showeass Malaysian
arts, culiure, (oed and Lfestyle,

which incledes music and Faghon
“August and september are the
biest time for us to exploii. This is
one porked which promises max-
imum benelil (o relailers, shoppers,
aronls, el i -

hoteliers, travol

though Kuala Lumpur is the gate
wily ko ather destinations, bogether
with Penang, it is stll the preferred
tourist destination especially for
thosa coming from the Middle East,”
anld Mohmad Shald, adding that tha
rationale to hold anly one Mega Sale
Carmival was to cul coslt

During the KLAF2004, ome Koy
festival component will be show-
cased cach woeok at selected vonues
and supported by pocket or mini
(EETHTTEE

Beginning Saturday until Aug 13,
visitors to BB Park can look out for
uris-based activities lke wood-
carving, gi:l-.ua|1:|i||1i||j;. erwlier-
||::|Li|15;_ seulplure and oLhers

Ar Bintang Walk from Aug 14 o
20, its all about culture. There will
bix shows of jogel lombalk, waygang
Enlit, mok gong and games of oo -
gbak and gesing as well as per-
formances depicling the  various
s il "'.!iqiil.:.‘hiul

Food connoissaurs should mark
Aug 21 o 26 in their calendars as
the Kuala Lumpur Tower will he
showeasing some of the best local
and international dishes for all 1o
“':I'I.I"F.I"" Sammd of e local delicacies
L v Fenlured are dodad and femang

NEW LOGO: Some of the 100 taxis which have the KLAF2004 lego to help

promote the festival,

Above: ALL READY: Mohmad Shaid chatting with & Laxi driver at the flag-off
ceremony; Below: WELL-MAPPED QUT: (from left) Rashid, Mohmad Shaid
and Razali with brochures of events lined up for this month.

ns wiell ms o bid 1o make the longest
Lhal

FFor music and [ashion, hop over
Lia Ih'|'j.;|:ru.'l'ir|1--'\. SOuaLre, Shows arae
slated 0 be held from Gpm 1o
10 30pm, On some days, the lun
miay start earlier,

Thee KIAF2004 will also be pro-
moted vin smart taxis, which are
ciquipped with Gl5 dispatch man
wgemenl syslem and aninlormation
managemaent sysiem with a help
dirsk, lealuring an interactive "kl
Cliy Gudele™ on the places of interesi
as well as informaton on shopping,
dining and entortainment lor lour-
I=L5,

Yhowt 1M smart taxis are cars
rying th KLAF2M4 ||-u|-u j T
taxis are operated by Smart Card
Ventures Sdn Bhd

*The smari laxls are guipped
with computerized gadgels that will
cama in handy for tourists wanling
o el around the |'i|:._" said
Maohmad Shaid al a Press conler-
ence hebd recentls

Also prosent were Malaysia Air-
lines senlor general manager Datuk

Hashicl Ehan and Tourism Malaysia
director Razall Mohd Dawel

The festival will end with a *Batik
Gialn” Mshion show by Yayasan Budi
Fenyayang. However, the lime and
venue [or the show will be an-
noanced later

Razhid said in anticipation of the
mllex of turists. MAs had ine-
croasod Mights for this month and
nexl o several citbes In China, the
Middle East and Stockholm in
Syveden

“In future, wo plan o bring
wiorld-class entertainers o colneide
wilh the KLAE Stll, with the launch
af KLAF20M04, it makes il casler for
MAS o position Kuala Lumpur as a
fricndly and safe city among tour-
=18, e sadd.

Razall sald compared with Lasi
year, the Mow of tourists 1o Malyysia
from Janwary Lo May this year his
increased I|:|.' .4 per cenl,

Wi have about 6.5 milllon tour-
ists arriving in the couniry wntil
May this vear as compared with
387 million for the samee period kst
yoar, he said.



