Reshaping

One hundred days into her tenure,
Kuala Lumpur mayor Datuk Ser;i
Maimunah Mohd Sharif discusses
charting a new path for the city to
make it more inclusive and liveable.

>28&3

il

lllll_llllll_ll'l

|
fH gy
--quHfJ'Hl: ol L

il

1 g
. | i

FANYERAREAREN
ANE AL

— '_1!

N 401 10
4. 5 ¥

S 32z S g o o sem——— N U & R . '.
T sEIssiiic | . |
- e | ll - -L" | 1 !' Uil | : | | - L |
L | '.ﬂlmlul-!-t LTI
W Ml | | baRbbbLA 0
. | RLLE TR CLARLL RN YL
L]

4 .‘1 ] ' ....

""""""

[ |
.,-‘.Iir

""""""

Ever changing skyline: From the balcony of Kuala Lumpur City Hall headquarters, Maimunah looks out at skycrapers towering over the city. — LOW LAY PHON/The Star

By BAVANI M
bavanim@thestar.com.my

AS SHE marks 100 days in office
tomorrow, Kuala Lumpur mayor
Datuk Seri Maimunah Mohd
Sharif shares with StarMetro her
vision for transforming the
Malaysian capital into a devel-
oped and inclusive city.

In this candid interview, the
former Penang Island City
Council mayor, 63, discusses her
ambitions to reshape Kuala
Lumpur’s landscape through the
proposed Urban Redevelopment
Act (URA), which aims to revital-
i1se urban areas.

Kuala Lumpur’s first female
mayor wants to encourage a
shift towards vertical living and
addresses challenges of creating
a sustainable, equitable environ-
ment for all.

Developing upwards

Maimunah said there was a
need for a new mindset around
vertical living.

“The URA is still a proposal, so
I won'’t go into details.

“However, for the
redevelopment of ageing flats
across the city, residents must
understand the financial
responsibilities tied to this
modern lifestyle and adjust their
expectations accordingly.

“Moving into larger units
with more facilities will come
with higher maintenance costs.

“When we redevelop, we aim
to do so alongside the people
who have lived there for dec-
ades,” she added.

Having worked for the United
Nations for six years as execu-
tive director of the Human
Settlements Programme
(UN-Habitat), and having visited
1,600 cities in 93 countries,
Maimunah observed that, “With
limited land resources, vertical
development is our only option.

“We can look to cities like
Singapore and Hong Kong,
which also had to go vertical.

“However, this growth must
be guided by density- and
plot-ratio guidelines to ensure it
doesn’t disrupt residents’ lives.”

Mayor believes vertical living is the way forward
and wants city folk to take ownership of public spaces
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(In yellow vests, from left) Maimunah, Housing and Local Government Minister Nga Kor Ming and Minister in
the Prime Minister’s Department (Federal Territories) Dr Zaliha Mustafa participating in World Cleanup Day

around Pasar Seni. — Photos: Filepic

Beyond regulations,
Maimunah emphasised that
communities must have access
to facilities such as parks, com-
munity centres, schools, hospi-
tals and supermarkets.

This aligns with the 15-minute
city concept whereby essential
needs are within a 15-minute
walk or bike ride.

Ideal homes in city centre

In a meeting with Real Estate
and Housing Developers
Association (REHDA) in October,

Maimunah stressed that housing

should be both affordable and
accessible, especially in the city
centre.

“Affordable housing shouldn’t
be located 35km from where
people work, as this only
increases the burden of tratfic
and distance.

“Living in the city centre pro-
vides convenient access to work-
places and facilities, but resi-
dents must also be willing to pay
maintenance fees.

“Some may argue that they are
justified In not paying for poor
SEervices.

“However, if they want to ben-

efit from quality services, they
need to contribute payment.”

Encouraging ownership

As the Commissioner of
Building (COB) Kuala Lumpur,
Maimunah believes there is a
need for an advocacy and com-
munication package to outline
residents’ responsibilities.

“This package should raise
awareness, inform and inspire
action, combining educational
content, guidelines and targeted
campaigns to drive positive
behaviour and policy change.
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Maimunah says to become a
walkable city, Kuala Lumpur
needs to be pedestrian-friendly
and improve public transport
services (above). In terms of
housing, the mayor says
vertical development (left) is
the only option.

edefining KLs future

“Living in these areas means
upholding standards, maintain-
ing cleanliness and not discard-
Ing rubbish irresponsibly.

“We’re working closely with
community leaders, Urbanice
Malaysia and Think City, and
have our own initiatives to rein-
force these responsibilities with-
in well-facilitated urban environ-
ments,” she said.

“In Penang, when I was
mayor, I would ask people, ‘How
does the rubbish get there?’

“It was a reminder that litter
doesn’t appear on its own and
that it is our responsibility to
Keep our surroundings clean.”

She said she was inspired hy a
People’s Residency Programme
(PRR) community in Lembah
Subang, Selangor, who had
transformed their shared space
into a five-star lobby.

“The power of that community
to bring about change was incre-
dible and has inspired others.

“Im considering a competition
to encourage residents to take
ownership of their public spaces.

“In Nairobi, I saw a commmuni-
ty transform dumpsites into
vibrant public areas, driven hy
the energy of young people.

“I hope to make similar chang-
es in Kuala Lumpur, in collabo-
ration with Think City and
Urbanice.”

She said 32 areas had been
identified for this initiative and
they were looking to engage with
local communities to make it
happen.

Making KL a walkable city

Maimunah said Malaysian cit-
les were far ahead compared to
certain African and South
American cities.

“But we still have much to
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Maimunah (third from right) consulted Sobyanin (on her right) during
BRICS Urban Future Forum in Moscow to discuss prospects for the
sustainable development of megacities. — Courtesy photo

“We can look to cities like
Singapore and Hong

this
guided by density-
and plot-ratio
guidelines.”

Datuk Seri Maimunah
Mohd Sharif

learn, especially in improving
public transport and creating
liveable, walkable cities.”

During her recent visit to
Moscow, Russia, for BRICS Urban
Forum, she spoke with Moscow
mayor Sergei Sobyanin, who had
been re-elected three times and
is acknowledged for his commit-
ment in making the city pedestri-
an-friendly and liveable.

“I asked him, ‘How did you
achieve this?’ He told me it was
challenging at first, with plenty
of complaints and resistance
from residents, but today,
Moscow is a vibrant hub of
activity.”

Maimunah also said that dur-
Ing a gotong-royong session in
Bukit Bintang in September, she
had asked community leaders
about pedestrianising the area
and they were enthusiastic about
1t, wanting to discuss it further.

Kong, which also had to
go vertical. However,
growth must be

“T've been to cities like
Stockholm (Sweden), Sydney and
Melbourne (Australia), where
congestion charges are imposed
for vehicles entering the city
centre,” she said.

“These cities prioritise public
transport and even incentivise
developers not to build parking
bays, focusing instead on con-
nectivity to public transport
hubs.

“Here, we still give perks to
developers to build more park-
Ing spaces,” she said.

“But, for congestion charges to
work, we need an excellent pub-
lic transport system.

“That’s why the government is
encouraging public transit use
and why we're having more ded-
icated bus lanes in the city.

She stressed that this required
a shift in mindset and changes
needed to be made now.



