Crampoed: A child cyclos past stacks of wood that could serve as a hicing place for snakes and other vermin

Sentul squatters want
to escape urban squalor

Floods, snakes and disease worsen their problems

By PRIYA MEMOM

LSARDA, 47, and her family are

living im Pear of their squatter

house collapsing as the wood-
en structure is dilapidated and fall-
Ing apart.

The house, in Kampung Sentul
Pasar, KL, & home to the Ll ol
five bat Saroja said she and her hus
band had been apphing for a Kualka
Lumpur City Hall [DBEL) flar sance
1085, bait 1o o avail

Acoording her, her lshand's fam
ily had been staving in the squatter
area, which was built on Land owned
by Tenaga Masienal Bhd [THB), lor
miare than five decadles,

“My children are all working and
studying at the same fime 50 none ol
us can afford a house at this podnt in
time,” she said,

There are about 20 families stay-
g in the squatter arca which also
occupies DBEKL and Keretapi Tanah  Falling apart: Vijaya Kumaran frem the Batu MIC Youth having a closer leok at one of the ramshackle
Melayu Bhd (KTMB) reserve land.  houses in the settlemont,

Most of the area i5 overgrown with

creepers and it has become known For Maidu and his neighbours,
a5 Kampung Ular or Snake Village to - maowing into DEKL Mats would be a
hose Ivimg Rearty. welcome reliel as none can afford

Each week, the squatters are able  homes of their own, They would
toocatch at least theee large pythons  rather pay the rent and live on prop
i the anea. erty they have paid for with dignity.

Walking through the seftlement is The squeatter area also provides an
also a harrowing task as one has to - opponunity for an unscrupulous
keep a look out for smakes, dogs.  man to make a quick buck,
hotes in the ground and waste from According o residents, the man
the nearby Sentul MI{E:F]H‘ had built 10 houses in the area and

The drains g Flopeed  rented out the shacks for up o
and mamggf the residents have beerg. RM300 a month.
hit by I.t"ﬂ:-'.,l.ll‘ at least anee in their s MIC Sentul youth chief Morgan
Inves, . i ‘-%’: said the MIC had been tnying to

Thigclogged drajn nipbute  vacate all the squatters in the anea
to df frequent. JE . &rh Shatul is getting a new look. We

hage already s hawWheautiful apartments and build-

peg-" e ingitoming up and yet the poor
shent

-t «  pedgle in the area are being forgot
foutshildren rs'sipd'h- S0t el he said,
lives: r - organ and members of the Baty

b
"Irg&‘rmv no ?-I:I':‘f'!-l.lmt night  ANC Youth have joined forces 1o help
and voulsEan't see the snakes” j“:.f-’ the people and have been runmning
said. L " back and forth from the DBKL offices
“The I]I-:HLnnI:.r{ﬁ".ﬂw:thhm‘le:ln bosarking for homes.
drain ance a month and (his contrib “We urge the government o give :
utes io the fheocdine” he added. these people a chance,” he sasd. Lett to rot: Soveral of the houses have boon abandonad




