KUALA LUMPUR (March 25): A total of
48 abandoned premises and buildings had
been identified in the federal capital as of
Feb 20, said Minister in the Prime Min-
ister’s Department (Federal Territories)
Datuk Seri Dr Zaliha Mustafa.

She said that based on the latest re-
cords from the Kuala Lumpur City Hall
(DBKL), 25 of them were residential
buildings, while the remaining 23 were
commercial buildings.

“These abandoned buildings are in
several areas, including in Jinjang Utara,
with at least seven premises, the majori-
ty of which are residential buildings. This
may be due to local issues stermming from
old housing.

“At Jalan Sultan Azlan Shah or Jalan
Ipoh, there are several abandoned res-
idential and commercial units, reflect-
ing urban decay or stunted development.
Several premises in Lorong Tiong Nam
are listed, and mostly rows of old dilap-
idated shops,” she said during a ques-
tion-and-answer session in the Dewan
Negara on Tuesday.

She was responding to a question from
Senator Tan Sri Mohamad Fatmi Che
Salleh on the number of abandoned build-
ings in the federal capital and the govern-
ment’s efforts to resolve the issue.

Zaliha said several strategic areas such
as Jalan Bukit Bintang, Jalan Pudu and
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Jalan Gombak were also on the list with
abandoned premises and buildings, indi-
cating that the issue was not only occurring
in suburban areas but also prime commer-
cial locations with high potential.

“It is also surprising that several neigh-
bourhoods that are generally considered
mature and stable and have consistent
land demand such as Kampung Baru,
Taman Tun Dr Ismail, Setapak, Cheras
and Kampung Pandan also have aban-
doned buildings.

“This is likely due to the issue of layered
ownership, stalled heritage planning, or
failed property investment that has caused
the premises to be left empty for a long
time,” she said.

To address the issue, she said, DBKL
had taken several proactive steps, includ-

ing issuing notification letters and notic-
es under Sections 74 and 75 of the Local
Government Act (Act 171) to all affected
premises owners.

However, to date, only nine building
owners have taken action after receiving
the notices, according to her.

Zaliha said Section 74 empowers lo-
cal authorities to direct owners to repair
or clean up dirty and unsightly buildings,
while Section 75 allows action to be tak-
en if the owner fails to comply with the
instruction.
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