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FOREWORD 

a 
Since its modest be-ginnings as a mining town.~ ala~~~:;:;~ 
gt()\\'n in1o a thriving n:uional capital. Thtre is ~~oobt 
momentum or dew:lopmcnt will continue to ati~firms and -p..V 
industries to the c-ity. By the end ofthi:s century. Kuala Lu~fVO:. "t 
probably have achie\·cd the present size of other Southeast Asian 
~pilals. Such rapid 8-f(W.'Ih. will or COUrSe. bring :associated social 
and erwironmcntal probkn1s. 

Unlike its Southc~.st A.si.'ln c-ounteflNIMS, relnti\-tly little h:l.S been 
written about Kuala Lumpur. In order to understand and appre· 
c-iate its eurnnt and ft.uurt problems. there is need 10 document its 
past pattern of gf0\'1h and OO·elopment. The physie.al and infra· 
.stniCIUral probkms will continue to be 3 major topic of public 
debate and complaint. and .,.<'ill have to be faced squarely by the 
authorities conctmed. The multi·~hnic character of lhis dty will 
n.l:so continue to denu1nd considerati<m in policy formul:llions. In 
this respcc:t. Kuala Lumpur is definitely more C'Ompltcated than th~ 
othercitie$ in the region. 

This book has tried to uplaln th~ growth and character of Kuala. 
Lumpt.~r's population. It has tried to aC'C'Ount for the diff~rcnt 
structures of its mulli·ethnic cha.racter; from being a dominantly 
Chinese mining town. it has no~~~o· b«<nte more mind, with th~ 
Malnys and Indians forming n~arly SO per cent or iu population. 
Alth«~gh most optintisu tend to describe the town llS "cosmo· 
politan··. in reality the differe-nt rllC'CS re-main physically Of evtn 
culturally segregated as has b«n clearly pointed out by Dr. Sidhu. 
Esscnlially the aulhor or this book looks at the problem of Kuala 
...!f1i~.Gitf'pu~on llS a geographer·cum-clemographer. 

this bOo~intendcd for the gcntral reader. it also has 
and "'C:S the attention or city aulhorities and 

H~·~ ~Sidhu woukl be 1~ first to admit, thert 
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